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HISTORICAL TOPICS
An alphabetical listing

AGGREGATES

The series of glaciers that crept down from the north many millennia ago bulldozed the rock and ground it
into large deposits afravel and sand, referred to as aggregate. As the need for paved roads grew with the
expansion of the automobile industry, so did the demand for aggregate, one of the essential ingredients for
concrete. One company organized locally for that purpose wasti@otion Aggregates, initially called
Construction Materials Corporation. Three men from Chicago guided the destiny of this company since it
was founded in 1907: Mandel Sensibar, founder; his son, Jacob R. Sensibar, President from 1911 to 1964;
and anothr son, Ezra Sensibar who succeeded Jacob and became President and Chairman. In 1922 the
company purchased a large amount of property eleven miles up the Grand River at Bass Creek, which
constituted a vast area of gravel beds. In 1923 the owners of GuiastrAggregates located their plant

on sandfilled marshland along the Grand River in Ferrysburg. The company screened and graded gravel
for more than 100 specifications and sold it to the road building and contracting industry.

By 1965 Construction Agggateswas the largest Great Lakes shipper of sand and gravel, and the area
rumbled with activity from spring to late fall. William Dawes, Plant Manager of the plant at that time, said
the firm employed 92 persons. The processing operations ran thredaihyftaccording to James E. Milas,

former General Manager. The plant processed four basic types of materials: concrete gravel, concrete sand,
foundry gravel, and foundry sand.

In 1977 the company sold its gravel screening plant and marine dock areahsoBgand River in
Ferrysburg, just west of U.S. 31, to Verplank Coal & Dock at¥&y Construction. Verplank planned to
use part of the site for storage, whileN&ay would move from its location in Ferrysburg to the new site.
The screening plant eventlyalvas razed.

Tom Johnston Gravel Co. was founded in 1921 by Thomas F. Johnston | and Captain Duncan McDonald,
with partners by the name of Henning, Henning, and Donahue. [Tom Johnston | married Grace Henning.]
McDonald died about 1938. The company charigetb47 to a partnership between Tom Johnston | and

Tom I 1, who became sole owner in September, 1948,
gravel beds up the Grand River, and operated tugs and barges to bring the gravel to a plant @ePine St

in Ferrysburg where it was screened and graded before being sold to road building and contracting
industries. It employed six persons. The sudden death of Tom Johnston Il, sole owner of the gravel plant,

on August 5, 1959, brought a change in respmlities for Harold Scholtz, a brothém-law of the 38year

old businessman, who had suffered a fatal heart attack. The last gravel run on the Grand River was made

in 1967.

Another large operation was the Kinney Sand Company. Started in 1924, its nas@owahanged to
Standard Sand Company. Located at Rosy Mound on Lakeshore Drive south of Grand Haven, the company
mined sand to be sold to foundries and railroads. The sand in more recent years was hauled out by truck,
but in the early years a railroaduspvas laid along side the sand dune and trains were used to transport the
high-quality sand. The company employed about six people.

AMERICAN INDIANS

See Native Americans.
ANAGLYPH

See Brass River and Sundial.
BANK ROBBERY

Grand Havends only armed bank robbery took pl ace
Third Streets in downtown Grand Haven. On August 18, 1933 at 2:55 in the afternoon Edward Bentz,
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Jimmy ABaby Faced Nelson, Cdlkadciko tHe ibank @&hey must have T o mm:
looked suspicious, because shortly after they walked in bank teller Art Welling pressed a foot alarm. The
alarm sounded in the Grand Haven Furniture store next door. Hearing the alarm Edward Kinkema and
Chuck Bugielski esponded by grabbing guns and going to the street to meet the robbers as they came out

of the bank. Kinkema met the getaway car driver, pointed his shotgun and ordered him out of the city.
Apparently the man, known o themeardime thie Fobbersvieie spoakedd i d a
by people gathering in the street, who were curious as to why the bank appeared to be closing early. Taking
bank employees with them the robbers went out the back door to be met with gunfire from Kinkema and
Bugielski The confusion that resulted gave Fredrick C.
away from the outside man, Earl Doyle. The rest of the robbers fled down Third Street and commandeered

a Chevrolet driven by a woman, with a woman and tohéleren as passengers. The robbers then made

their getaway in the stolen car. Doyle was shot twice when Kinkema charged in to help Bolt confiscate
Doyl ebébs gun. I nside the bank, Julius Pl eines, Pet
wereinjured by gunfire. The only other man captured in the Grand Haven Bank Robbery was Theodore
Bentz. Bentz, whose testimony was supported by his brother Ed, denied that he had participated in the
robbery, but he was convicted nevertheless. [Adapted froanrative written by Dr. David Seibold.]

BANKS

Edwin L. Fuller, a local lumberman, started Fuller & Company in 1859 as an association of lumbermen and
bankers that was described as a fAbanking and exc
southwescorner of Clinton and Harbor [Lot 2].

Even earlier was the Ferry & Son banking business, which was started as early as 1851 by Rev. Ferry and
his son Thomas White Ferry. Thomas Stewart White was Cashier of the Ferry firm from 1859 to 1863,
followed by Heary G. Bigelow. The bank operated out of the Ferry & Son building on Harbor Drive, near
the later location of One South Harbor and not far from the Fuller building. The purposes of the Ferry
banking firm were to purchase and sell domestic and foreignnoytrrexchange state banknotes at
discount, and collect commercial accounts. Deposits were not considered essential to the banking
enterprise. The bankés hours were 7:00 a.m. to 9:
1871, when the First &tional Bank was formed and continued to operate at the same site on Harbor. The
officers in 1891 were Edward P. Ferry, President; Dwight Cutler, Vice President; and George Stickney,
Cashier. Directors were Stephen Munroe, Thomas Stewart White, SheriBaydd, Hunter Savidge, and

Healey C. Akeley. The new bank had a starting capital of $100,000, which doubled in size by the end of
the first year of operation. By 1891 the officers were Dwight Cutler, President; Nelson R. Howlett, Vice
President; George 8kiney, Cashier; and Directors were the officers plus William Savidge, John A. Pfaff,
George A. Farr, Nat Robbins V, Sherman H. Boyce, and Dwight Cutler II.

In 1891 the Directors decided not to rend@&damkt he ba
of Grand Haven, assumed its assets. Dwight Cutler continued as President; Nelson R. Howlett became Vice
President; and George Stickney remained Cashier. Other Directors of the newly formed bank were Dwight
Cutler II, William Savidge, Charles E. Wymaaeorge W. A. Smith, George Farr, and Sherman H. Boyce.
Stickney resigned in 1901, the same year that the older Cutler died. Howlett then took over the position of
President, Farr became Vice President, and D. C. Oakes of Coopersville was named Cashidie@m

1903 and was followed by Marvin W. Turner, who resigned three years later. William D. Van Loo was his
successor. A savings department was added in 1901.

A new organization, called the Grand Haven State Bank, constructed a small building/i&stiBgton

in 1901 and opened for business in January, 1902. On February 19, 1910 it merged with the National Bank

of Grand Haven. Joseph W. O6Brien, President of N
William Savidge and Elbert Lynn weradé Presidents, and Bernath P. Sherwood | of Allegan was Cashier.
Directors were Gerrit J. Diekema, W. H. Beach, Herman F. Harbeck, Koene T. Vanden Bosch, J.
Veneklassen, Thomas Johnston, Nat Robbins, George A. Farr, Marion C. Sherwood, John Pfaifeand C.
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Schure, in addition to the officers. The new bank moved across Washington Street to new facilities at 223
Washington on June 3, 1911. Much larger Doric columns at the front of the new building replicated the
small pillars next to the doorway at 218 Wimgton. Both these architectural features remained visible as
recently as 1999. Bernath P. Sherwood eventually became President of the Bank, a post he held for many
years. Grand Haven State Bank went through a series of name changes: Security FinstlBanktan

1963; Pacesetter in 1972; and Pacesetter Bank in 1982. Two years later Grand Haven Pacesetter Bank was
acquired by Old Kent Bank of Grand Rapids, which more recently was renamed Old Kent West. Then, in
2001, Old Kent merged with Third Fifth Blarand adopted that name. Following the move of the Post
Office [Federal Building] from the northwest corner of Washington and Third streets to its location on the
southwest corner of Washington and Fourth streets in 1966, Pacesetter bought the vaeatgdrprsul

the old Feder al Buil di ng, and expanded the bankds
east to Third Street and north to Columbus.

Jacob L. Dornbos, Cashier at the National Bank of Grand Haven, and Frederick F. Peabodfacuman
and resident of Spring Lake, saw the need for another bank in addition to Grand Haven State Bank. In

response to that need, Peoples Savings Bank was o]
9, 1910, after purchasing the propeatythe southeast corner of Washington and Third Streets from the
estate of | umber man Dwight Cutler. Dr. Edward Hof

President, and Thomas Hefferan, William Thieleman, and Derk Baker were its fiesstPvésidents.

Dornbos was named Cashier. Other Directors were Walter I. Lillie, Charles E. Soule, Gerrit L. Dornbos,
John J. Bol t, George D. Turner, Jay F. Johnston,
associated with the bank and becamsePiresident. The bank started with assets of $88,896.10, and after

only four months it had deposits of $136,000. Initially all records were maintained by hand posting, and
there were only three employees whe$60000.8yWaMnk st a
deposits totaled over $8, 000, Gabrual remom showedhassétaiaf e 3 0,
$152,730,000. In 1954 there were 23 employees. In 1962 Peoples Bank and Spring Lake State Bank
merged. Two years later a branch bavds opened on Robbins Road, and in 1968 another branch was
opened on Fourth Street. On February 10, 195&thad Haven Tribuneeported that the State Banking

Depart ment had officially approved a name change
Peoples Bank and Trust Company. 0 The same newspape
renamed once again, this ti meWewllbédhangingauneametdb it s
NBD Grand Haven 6 bank Pr esi dentnnForuendc eMan fiBéhmme Iceonrmeas pr
affiliation with NBD Bankcorp and from the bank bc
area. o0 The main building on Washington Street was

year the Ferrysburg office was opened.

In 1913 Spring Lake Village residents felt they were prosperous enough to have their own banking facility.

A group raised the $25,000 required by law at that time to organize a bank, and a charter was granted by
the MichiganBanking Commission in February, 1914 to Spring Lake State Bank. Original officers were

Aloys Bilz, President; George W. Christman, Vice President; Thomas Johnston, Vice President; and Milton
Morse, Cashier. Other directors included Paul F. Markhoff, Herfadarbeck, and Leroy Heath. Their
first offices were shared with Bilzés Bicycle Sho
roll-top desks, a counter with chickerire openings, and a safe. Later the bank moved to 210 West Savidge,
wherethe Michigan State Police had offices on the second floor. In 1954 the bank moved again, this time

to the northwest corner of Buchanan and Savidge Streets. On July 2, 1962, the bank merged with the Peoples
Bank and Trust.

On July 2, 196Peoples Bank & Trst Company of Grand Haven merged with Spring Lake State Bank to
make the combined assets total $19,500,000. The new banking institution operated under the charter of the
Peoples Bank and Trust Company and was known by its corporate name.

16



BOARD OF TRADE

By the end of the 1890s, as a growing and prosperous country turned toward a new century and new hopes,
the economy in Northwest Ottawa County looked grim. The towering white pine trees were gone, and with
them went t he Al umber incammile, the shidgletmanefactueng, mnd Ithe many t h e
related enterprises. Other types of industry had closed, as well, including Grand Haven Wagon Works in
1891; Grand Haven Furniture in 1895; Gl obe Match
Basket Factory in 1898; American Mirror and Glass in 1899; the Cutter Factory and the Sterling Furniture
Company in 1900. Workers follow job opportunities, so many of local men left the area in search of better
employment. The population of Grand Haven, wHad peaked in 1890 at more than 5,000, by 1900 had
declined to less than 4,800. Spring Lake Village and Township saw an even sharper drop, from 3,424 to
2,481. The need was obvious and the solution clear: seek new industries that were not deperaént on lo
timber and persuade them to open shop in Northwest Ottawa County.

With that goal in mind, in early 1900 a group of local community leaders formed the Grand Haven Board
of Trade, which for the next twenty years adhered to its mission of pumpititeupcal economy. At
various times the Board included James Armstead, William Connelly, George Farr, Herman F. Harbeck,
Thomas Johnston, J. Edgar Lee, George McBride, John Pfaff, Nat Robbins, George W. A. Smith, William
Thieleman, and Dudley Watson, alidiness and community leaders of their era. The Board also was
referred to as the Improvement Association. It was able to purchase large land parcels for industrial
development. For instance, in 1906 the Board approved purchase of the Dykema propeotfyFudioin.

This acreage became the site of some of the largest plants drawn to the area.

The Board had an early and significant success when it secured the Story & Clark Piano Company, its first
major industrial addition. Construction of a new factory for the piano maker began in December, 1900
along the west side of First Street, between @blus and Fulton Streets. It was convenient to ship and rail
and a plentiful supply of willing workers. Production started the next year and operations were in full swing
by 1902.

On February 1, 1903 ground at 1433 Fulton Street was broken for anotheacbariod business brought

in by the Board of Trade. Some months earlier J. Edgar Lee and another officer of a-Bhszdjoompany

made a visit to West Michigan hoping to relocate their plant. Theglda&tory & Clark building was one

of the first sight to greet them as they disembarked from the boat, and they liked what they saw. After
journeying to Muskegon to consider a possible site there, they returned to Grand Haven for the trip back to
Chicago, spent the night at the Cutler House, and theremairby members of the Board of Trade who
chatted awhile and then took them to a factory site on the northwest corner of Fulton and Beechtree. After
some correspondence and negotiations, the men agreed to move their firm to Grand Haven from Chicago,
where t had been in operation since 1870 under the name of Shneidewend & Lee and then reorganized as
the Challenge Machinery Company in 1893. Chall en
manufacturers of printing machinery and accessories, as wak desaiding producer of precision surface
equipment for the machine industry.

As another example of its success, in 1910 the Board of Trade induced the Fountain Specialty Company to
move here from Indiana. Started in Chicago by C. W. Cushman as a snwairgalohn Nash, also of
Chicago, became interested in the company and in 1918 merged it with the -Béestging Company,

then located in the Windy City. The merger made the resulting 75,000 square foot plant in Grand Haven
t he worl dés fsadafpenwihs apdrfooddsandce equigment.

Leather tanning was another industry that developed locally, primarily because of the availability of

products used in the tanning process. Sheldonébés T
business to open in Grand Haven. It started producing tanned hides in 1838, less than four years after the
first per manent white settlers had | anded at Ri x

company that descended &nkropmn 1901 eitl wdsotakén OverTbg thenEagley we n
Ottawa Leather Company.

17



Started in Chicago in 1865 as the Eagle Tanning Works with a capital stock of $100,000, this company in
late 1900 and early 1901, with $4,000 in financial encouragement from the @dematle, purchased the
physical assets of the Grand Haven Leather Company and the Eagle Tanning plant in Whitehall. During
1910 Arend J. Nyland Il resigned from the tannery and William Hatton, newly appointed as General
Manager, the next year began prailut of upholstery leather. Also in 1910 the name of the firm was
changed to the Ottawa Leather Company.

The origin of Keller Tools dated to 1893 when Julius Keller, then head of the Philadelphia Pneumatic Tool
Company, built a pneumatic chipping hammerisTdevelopment was soon followed by the introduction

of a riveting hammer. Both of these tools were built in very limited quantities until the demand for them
indicated that pneumatic tools would play an important part in American industry. Recogniz,ikgeter

in 1912 moved the company from Philadelphia to Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin. In the summer of 1916, William
Connelly, then Secretary of the Grand Haven Board of Trade, overheard a telephone conversation in
Chicago about a firm in Wisconsin needing ewnplant, but also needing capital. This was the Keller
Pneumatic Tool Company in Fond Du Lac. Returning home he located four men willing to risk the
necessary capital and purchase 49% of the stock. The investors were William Loutit I, Nathaniel Robbins
V, Bernath P. Sherwood II, and William Hatton. The contract ripened in the fall of 1916 and the Board
gave Keller $5,000 and five acres on Fulton Street. Coming here as the Keller Pneumatic Tool Company
in 1917, the name was changed in 1921 to William Hlekeinc. and in 1944 to the Keller Tool Co., until

its merger with Gardnedenver in 1954.

Clearly, the Board of Trade was eminently successful in its aim of bringing a new economy to the area.
Around 1916 its work was continued as the Chamber of Comnardelater as the Association of
Commerce and Industry.

More information on each of t hese fir ms and ot he
I ndustries. o
BOARDWALK

The boardwalk, a pedestrian path connecting Chinook Pier with the south gjeffieglly opened to the

public on August 18, 1984. A committee headed by Ken Formsma of Grand Haven raised the necessary
funds from private and corporate donors, and grants from the Loutit Foundation and the federal government.

A total of 1,352 feet ofvooden planks were added to the existing concrete revetments to complete the two
and a half mile walk. The Boardwal k was one of ma

BRASS RIVER AND SUNDIAL

The Brass River anaglyph and Sundial sculpture are fodats of William M. Ferry Landing, a small park

located between the F@ities Historical Museum and the Chamber of Commerce Building at the foot of
Washington Street on Harbor Drive. The community dedicated the site in 1985 as an enduring tribute to

Fer vy , Grand Havends founder, who arrived with his
The original concept for the park came from Dr. W
was designed by Alvin Jacobson, President of Grand HBvass Foundry, and created on a voluntary

basis by foundry employees. It was cast in 368 separate sections and set in a permanent bed of pebbles. The
Brass River design mapped out the geographic placement of the Grand River and its tributaries. The Grand
River begins at Grass Lake in south central Michigan and ends on the east shore of Lake Michigan.

At the center of Hootrverdigissbrads aumdial. Thg sumdalsrestad atp axcircular
base of brick and stone.

Historically, the Grand Rer and its tributaries played a vital role in the economic development of the early
settlerés culture. It was used for transportation,
with the rest of the world. Grand Haven was born on thtexfront. Its reason for existence was the harbor,

which sheltered ships, carried goods, and provided work opportunities for area residents.
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BRIDGES
144" Avenue Bridge

Float bridges provided an inexpensive and convenient way to cross a body of witir chse, a float

bridge spanned Deremo Bayou in order to link Boom Road and Battle Point. The bridge was built in 1871
by Andrew Jackson Hale, who bolted pine logs and planks to form a span that was designed to rise and fall
with the water. The 10@ardstructure was used by pedestrians and livestock and later by automobiles. The
Ottawa County Road Commission in 1946 closed the bridge to vehicle traffic, but it continued to be used
as a pedestrian bridge into the 1970s. Hale, a carpenter and farmecker¢bownship, also built barns

and houses.

Bowen Bridge
See Pettyobds Bayou Bridge.
Cleveland Street Bridge

A 90-foot concrete span on Cleveland Street in Crockery Township was built in 1923 to carry vehicles over
Crockery Creek. Price Brothers lodinsing were the builders.

Deremo Bayou Float Bridge
See 14% Avenue Bridge.
Eastmanville Bridge

As early as 1885, the Grand River at East manvill e
a sprocketed wheel on one side fitted for chain lifksning the wheel moved the ferry across the water.

The oneway cost on the ferry for a team and wagon was 15 cents, or 25 cents round trip. Pedestrians
traveled free, if they happened to catch the ferry when it was about to make a crossing. Otlheyvise, t

could pay five cents to rent a rowboat. The ferry was a private enterprise. Adam Wagner ran it from 1868

to 1882. By 1892 John Wagner was the proprietor, and he hired Ralph Wait to operate the ferry for $1 a
day. Any fares Wait collected after 6:00 p.on all day Sunday were his to keep. After four or five years

his father, Peter Wait, took over the job. Other ferrymen were a Mr. De Bruyn, Allen and Arthur Hamilton,

Vet Smith, John Bush, Peter Griman, George Siekman, and John Piso. Piso, who was Huogn i
Netherlands about 1857, built a hut for protection against the elements.

The first permanent span at Eastmanville was af6@Rswing bridge, built in 1917 at a cost of $39,000,

an filoverruno of $25,000. The Roantdten@ wthenswemghbridgey pai d
although he may not have had much to do. Mg Grahanmade its final run between Grand Rapids and
Grand Haven around 1917, and no other vessels followed it. While the Eastmanville Bridge was being built
a ferry was operatea mile east by Oscar H. Schilling, and a temporary bridge was put in by residents of
Eastmanville. Schilling, a native of Germany, was born in 1875. Local residents mounted a major
celebration the day the swing bridge was dedicated. Later the bridgepest®d at a much greater price

than what it originally cost to build. In the early days of its existence the bridge was opened quite frequently,
but as river traffic slowed, the mechanism eventually rusted shut. Simon Lieffers was keeper of the bridge,
and every night he hung a lantern on it. The bridge was replaced in 1968 at a cost of $647,213. It was rebuilt
again in 1998.

First Street Bridge

See South Channel Bridge.
Fruitport Road Bridge

See Pettys Bayou Bridge.
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Interurban Bridge
See U.S. 31 Bridge.
Lake Michigan Drive Bridge

A ferry transported fares traveling Bridge Street
wide bridge was opened in 1926 at a cost of $75,000. The ferry was slightly down river from the site of the
laterbridge, and the fees were 20 cents for a motor vehicle, 15 cents foharseecart, and five cents for
pedestrians. Bridge Street, which connected Grand Haven Township and Grand Rapids, became a part of
the state highway system, referred to initiallyva®0, later as W45.

LIl oydds Bayou Bridge

The most recent bridge to cross Lloyd's Bayou where it empties into the Grand River was constructed after
Wor |l d War 1. One of the earlier spans, at the ea
because discarded trimmings from the nearby grapevines were used for fill to build up the channel. Local
Native Americans referred to LIloydbs Bayou as the

Millhouse Bayou Bridge

Increased use of automobiles dnetks stimulated improvements of roads and bridges over the numerous
waterways. In 1914 a $2,000 bid was accepted to buildfad?4teel bridge across Millhouse Bayou, as
part of Peach Plains Road. A series of problems delayed completion of the spsumumer of the next
year. By 1925 that bridge had to be replaced. Formerly sunken logs were used to span the opening.

Pettyds Bayou Bridge

The bridge over Pettyds Bayou i n-485was hamed for@ake Tow
Bowen, who workd for the Ottawa County Road Commission for 35 years and directed the bridge project.
Construction of the 408 o0 o t span cost $237,000. It was dedi cat e
builder was L. W. Lamb of Jackson, Michigan. In 2000 the bridgedeaignated an Historic Place on the

National Register. It replaced a float bridge that was built before 1900. During the first half of 2008 the
Bowen Bridge was replaced by a wider, stronger span at an estimated cost of $2.6 million.

Potawatomie Bridge

The first permanent span over the outlet from Potawatomie Bayou into Grand River opened about 1905. It
was constructed by the same company that built Stearns Bayou Bridge

Railroad Bridge

As early as 1858 a railroad swing bridge was constructed conneptiimg £ake and Ferrysburg with the

north bank of the Grand River and the town of Muir, opposite the foot of Washington Street. Twelve years
later the track was rerouted across the river and into Grand Haven by way of a swing bridge. The swing
bridge was copletely replaced in 1908 and continues to carry railroad traffic today. At some point the
swing portion of the bridge was motorized, perhaps in 1908.

Rogers Bridge

In 1870 Robinson Township commissioned George Rogers to build a bridge at the headhsBE3tgau.
Evenually the bridge was used primarily for pedestrian traffiic, especially school children walking to and
from Clark School. The bridge was considered unsafe in 1890 and dismantled in 1901. Today the bridge
pilings still can be seen.

Smi t h owsBriga y

InNovemberl 972 a $400, 000 bridge was opened over Smi t
preceded the latest one. An 1878 map shows a bridge was in place then and a postcard dating to about 1910
reveals a permanent post and beamwag span. The bayou waamed for Hezekiah Smith, a free African
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American from Ohio. Smith settled in the area in 1847 and raised peaches and apples. After his departure,
marl was discovered and excavated for use as fertilizer. Excavation helped enlarge the bayou.

South ChannelBridge

The first bridge to provide passage over the South Channel from the City of Grand Haven to Harbor Island
was constructed in 1872 at First Street. By that time businesses such as the Kirby Shipyard, Mechanics
Drydock, Fletchers Sawmill, and Emlawv@aill were located on the Island. The first bridge tender
appointed by the City Council was Silas T. Wood, who received $30 a month for his services. The swing
bridge extended from the junction of First and Elliott Streets to Harbor Island. The woodtmrstwuas

replaced in 1933 by another post and beam span, apparently utilizing materials that had been salvaged from
the Interurban Bridge that crossed the Grand River from the north end of Seventh Street to Spring Lake.
The new channel bridge ran from therth end of Third Street to the Island. At one time South Channel

was deep enough to allow boats to pass, but by the 1930s it had become too shallow for that purpose. The
second bridge was condemned and replaced around 2000 with a wider and sturdj&ribpaearticles,

A0l d Bridge to be Removed, 06 October 28, 1932 and

Spoonville Ferry

Traffic on 120th Avenue could cross the Grand River by means of a ferry, pulled by a crank and chain.
Lyman Cobb was the ferrymamthe mid1910s. Thd&ribunereported that on May 30, 1916 the ferry sank
with two teams of horses pulling wagons full of gravel. Thanks to Lyman's efforts, neither horse nor human
life was lost. The ferry transported automobiles as well as people \@slolik. Ferry service was
discontinued about 1920.

Spring Lake to Ferrysburg Bridge

The first bridge to cross the channel between Spring Lake and the Grand River was constructed about 1858,
when passenger and freight trains came to the area. A swing,mudging parallel and close to the railroad

bridge, was constructed of iron in 1880 for vehicles and pedestrians. The swing section was 128 feet long

and cost $2,000. The full cost of the bridge was $2,798.66, paid for by Spring Lake Township. It #as mad

of wood posts and steel beams and had a shelter for the bridge tender. A third span, calleekitife Jack

or bascule bridge, opened on May 14, 1921 replacing the wood and steel bridge. The new bridge connected
M-11 [U.S. 31] and ML6 [M-104], which waghe state designation for Savidge Street. In November, 1964

a fourlane, fixedspan bridge opened to take traffic and pedestrians over Spring Lake Channel., five years

after the bascule bridge over the Grand was finishedbynear t i c | e, i Wiothdr ToWe Hav e
Bridge?0 January 2, 1892.]

Stearns Bayou Bridge

The first span to cross Stearns Bayou was a float bridge built about 1869. It had a 150 foot section that
swung out to make room for logs to pass into the Grand River and on to the various sdwrb8BO

Charles E. Stearns was hired to build a permanent bridge. He accomplished the task by stacking the float
bridge with nine feet of logs, so that the float bridge sunk to the bottom of the inlet. He spread sand on top
of the new logs to provide aigace for crossing. In 1904 the Grand Rapids Bridge Company constructed
another, more traditional span, at a cost of about $6,800. The nemagrigidge was 890 feet long, made

of steel, and had concrete piers at each end. The span included a pepdasirihat became a favorite

place to fish. On September 9, 1965 the Ottawa County Road Commission accepted a bid for a new bridge.
It apparently was the first bridge in the United
the entire strutre was fabricated. The 4200t bridge carried a 3tbot roadway and fivdoot walks on

each side. It was composed of eight spans, two of 60 feet and six of 50 feet length. The superstructure
consisted of a reinforced concrete slab on rolled steel b&aamk J. Brechting Il, Ottawa County Bridge
Engineer at the time, designed the bridge. The $223,480 span opened on September 1, 1966. The bridge
continued to be a favorite spot for fishing.
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Third Street Bridge
See South Channel Bridge.
U.S. 31 Bridge

In 1852 Peter La Belle was licensed to provide the first ferry service between Spring Lake and Grand Haven
by crossing the Grand River from the south bank of the Grand River to the site where the Holiday Inn later
was located. The fare was three cents in 185@&n he successfully petitioned to raise it to a nickel, with
tickets for fifteen fares or more available at three cents each. Teams of horses were taken over the river on
scows and pedestrians were transported in rowboats. When the first pedestrawvasidigilt in 1866 by

the Grand Haven Bridge Company, La Belle's ferry service came to an end. This first span extended from
the end of Seventh Street [Beacon Boulevard] across the south channel to the site of Grand Isle Marina.
The fASawdus tas Batled Hecabise afthe many sawmills in the vicinity, then continued from
the site of the later Rix Robinson Park, northward across the Grand River, approximately in the same
direction La Belle had followed with his ferry. The iron bridge was swung bpewo men who worked

a turning bar. The bridge was seriously damaged by exceptionally strong winds on December 4, 1891, but
was rebuilt by King Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Company of Cleveland and reopened within a few
weeks. It continued to operate aswing bridge. The span was dismantled in 1933, and parts of it were
used to construct the Third Street Bridge.

When the Interurban line was extended to Grand Haven in 1902, it added a track to the Grand River bridge.
The bridge also had room for mota@vehicles. Passage required payment of a toll. The question of a toll
bridge was a very sore issue between Grand Haven and Spring Lake. On March 21, 1883 the Michigan

|l egi sl ature had passed a | aw that pgesothathewenent i r e
from the bridge went into the Grand Haven City treasury. [That extension of the Grand Haven City limits
was ceded back to the Village of Spring Lake about 1994.] The Board of Trade reported that a group of
Grand Haven citizens and merab& was going to buy the bridge and make it free, but this never
materialized. The public wanted a free bridge. On August 22, an angry Grand Haven citizen wrote the
Tribunesuggesting that the decision be taken away from the committee on streets arsldnitigeferred

to the Aman on the street. o A Tribune article dec!
Interurban went as far as Spring Lake, but the company refused to continue into Grand Haven because of
the toll. The City Councilifally relented and did away with the fare, making it possible for the Interurban

line to continue into Grand Haven in 1903.

A second swing bridge, somewhat west of the first one, was built at a cost of $250,000 and opened on
November 11, 1924 with great fanfare. Tiédbunec a |l | ed it the AStateds Great
el ected by ball ot t oedoldstrivigvehish lebdoamtiee batriars and gpenédahet t h
new bridge between Grand Haven and Ferrysburg to
span, a draw bridge, which was dedicated on July 9, 1959 and remained in use intoct#2y. The
spanbés total | e ngTriduneda st iad Imeo,st i Ht9Bt efbese t Gr e[at e st B
November 11, 1924.]

BUTTON FACTORY

About 1890 a German perfected a system of making buttons for clothing out of clam shells. Before long a
two-story, frame button factory was constructed in Lamont along the banks of the Grand River. The factory
used thickshelled, fresh water mussels (also called Metfid?earl clams) that could be found in the river.
Harvesters dragged the bottom of thesriwith hooks to bring in the pipe, mucket, and pimpleback
clams and sell them to roving buyers, who in turn sold them to the button factory. There, the clams were
steamed, the meat excised and discarded, and plugs were cut from the shells in vekitegsts. Next

the round shapes were ground to a uniform thickness, and tumbled smooth in rotating drums. Finally,
workers drilled thread holes and polished their product for final sale. The remaining shell fragments were
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crushed and used to pave walkwayparks and elsewhere. The factory apparently was still open as late as
1912, but closed soon after. There was a similar factory near Ada.

CAMPS
Camp Blodgett

At the start of the 20th century a group of Grand Rapids women raised money to provide feupport
children in the Delos A. Blodgett Home for Orphans. They named their group the Babies' Welfare Guild.
They began providing camping experiences for the orphans, knowing that the fresh air and outdoor
activities would be good for the children. Camp Bledgvas born when, in 1921, the John W. Blodgett
family and Helen Blodgett Irwin, all of Grand Rapids, purchased 40 acres on Lake Michigan and donated
it to the Guild. Located in Section 28 of Grand Haven Township, Camp Blodgett provided camping
opportunites for disadvantaged boys and girls. It continued to operate intostloediiry.

Camp Cheboygan

Camp Cheboygan for boys opened on the north side of Potawatomie Bayou in 1920 in Section 35 of Grand
Haven Township. The c¢ ampMissourd, ownad the28gre pareehitrsat dhlandot N oO «
was its director. The camp was destroyed by fire in the fall of 1929. That winter the camp was rebuilt and
continued to operate until at least 1937. Boys could stay at the camp one week for $15, eightrweeks

$120, or ten weeks for $140. Activities consisted of canoeing, swimming, baseball, tennis, basketball, track,
and fishing. A 1934 brochure stated, ACamp Cheboy
health resorts, in that region of womfildly cool, bracing atmosphere. Warm, mellow sunshiny days, and
cool, clear, cloudless nights. There is no hayfev
as lllinois, Missouri, and Pennsylvania. The site eventually was bought by Ottawa Goentsold to the

Township for $1.00 to be converted to a park.

Camp Shawandosee [Kirk Park]

The site at 9791 Lakeshore Drive became known in 1916 as Camp Shawandosee, a Boy Scout camp. It was
situated on 30 acres of Lake Michigan frontage in Section 33rafd Haven Township, once part of
Patri ck Mc-aceerfarnh @ehadd R3FbrE, President of the United States, was a young camper
here and later became a camp counselor. In 1944 the name was changed to Camp Kirk in honor of Harry
Kirk, a Grand Havemesident who promoted the scouting movement. When it became part of the County
park system in 1973, the site was expanded to 66 acres. By 1941 Camp Shawandosee had moved to Duck
Lake in Muskegon County.

CHAUTAUQUA

In August, 1914 the public was invited attend a Chautauqua event in Grand Haven, publicized as a

ACol osleagl PTogram. 0 Held from August 16 to 22, A s
adverti sement said, AfDonot mi ss the Ben Gstaet Pl a
by the Denton Grand Opera Co. Thursday. 06 The venu
the Armory on Second Street. Ben Greet Pl ayers |
throughout the United States and England. BohuminkKl , t out ed as a fAWorl d Fam

Director, o directed the orchestra.
CHOLOGOGUE [CHOLAGOGUE]

Captain Harry Millerds remedy for the ague [fever
Osgoodo6s | ndi aspe€ifft contants overel rot recorded, But apparently the basic ingredient

was peppermint, which stimulated the flow of bile from the liver. According to contemporary reports
Chologogue was an effective cure for ague.
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CHURCHES
Baptist Church of Grand Haven

The First Baptist Church was located at 1001 Franklin beginning with its founding in 1924 under the
leadership of Earle Cook. George Benedict, Claude Barr, and Harvey Darby were local residents who
hel ped in the churchos f ondometliamdgconvered &0 aganniemtsd The g wa
church, renamed the Lakeshore Baptist Church, relocated to 150%1A¥&nue in Grand Haven

Township.

Baptist Church of Spring Lake

The first Baptist organization in Spring Lake was formed on December 7, 1867 by ByRaymond,

Phineas Baldwin, Moses Brown, William Penn, Benjamin Campbell, William Brown, Mary E. Raymond,
Lorinda Lee, Jane Hancock, and Mary Ann Brown. Rev. James Monroe was hired as their first pastor in
1868 at a salary of $600, and in the same ffearcongregation bought for $300 a lot on the southwest
corner of Exchange and Meridian Streets [Lot 4, F
constructed a church. The charter Board of Trustees of the church included Hunter SavidgéjdRehert

and George Hancock. The George Christman family was among the community leaders who supported the
Baptist faith. The church building was lost in the fire of 1893, and a new one was built on the same site at

a cost of $2,500. The First Baptist Chuaf Spring Lake continued to meet at its site at 118 East Exchange

into the end of the 1900s.

Catholic Church
See St Patrickbés of Grand Haven, St. Marydés of Sp
Catholic Church of Spring Lake

Early in the B50s Father Wysocki tended to the needs of the Spring Lake parish, riding on horseback from
his church in Grand Rapids. Later that decade Father Rievers said mass for fifty or so families of the
Catholic faith once or twice a year. Among the differenttomeu s ed f or wor shi p was Ch

then on the site of the | ater Braakédés Bakery near
Savidge] . I n 1866 the first St. Maryods Church was
church actwually was not dedi cated and named St.

Taaken [Tacken/Tachen/Taehen], was the first pastor at this new parish. In 1883 Father James Dalton

transferred the parochbal Paesrdekodose ifnofr 8hd MNavyg
church became a mission. St . Maryds c¢closed in 19
Patrickdéds in Grand Haven. In 1911 and 1912 Father

be @id in Spring Lake from July to September. In 1919 land was purchased at 406 East Savidge, and a
church was built to seat 280. Built at a cost of $25,000, it opened in June 18, 1924, allowing mass to be
offered every Sunday. A rectory was built in 1934 arschool was constructed in 1953 and added to nine
years later. In 1954 land was purchased for a convent. As of 1998 a cumulative total of 24 priests had been
assigned to St. Maryds Church.

Christ Community Church
See NorDenominational Churches.
Christian Reformed Church of Ferrysburg

In 1953 members of the Spring Lake Christian Reformed Church who lived in Ferrysburg decided it was
time to form their own congregation. The primary leaders for the move were Ferrysburg residents Gerald
Rosema and Jacob Kugir. The congregation first met at 408 Fifth Street in Ferrysburg, which later became

the site of Ferrysburg City Hall. The church in 1973 moved into a new building at 17785 Mohawk, where

it remained into the 2icentury. fribunear t i c |l e f FehCelepratts30 ¢ Sodptr e mber 6,
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Christian Reformed Church of Grand Haven

Members of the First Christian Reformed Church built their first church, a small, frame building, at 413
Columbus in 1867. Five years later the building was moved to 606alackhere it later was sold to an
African-American congregation. The members then constructed a new church midway between Fourth and
Fifth Streets on the south side of Fulton in 1872. The new church did not have a basement, but one was
added in the late8B0s. The Christian School used the space for classes, moving from temporary quarters

in the basement of Petersends Store at 530 Jacksol
rear access to the church was in approximately the same loaatitve entrance to Loutit Library, built

many decades later. Around 1890 the church was moved to the corner of Fourth and Fulton [Lot 1, Block

9, Akeleyds Addition]. The 44 steps |l eading to th
difficult move, even though it was only a third of a block or so, and the church nearly tipped over at least
once. Rev. Klaas Kuiper was Pastor at the time of the move.

Christian Reformed Church of Grand Haven [Second]

The Second Christian Reformed Church grew out of the First Reformed, then located in the 400 block of
Fulton Avenue. The new church was first referred to as the Free Independent Reformed Church. It started
with about 60 families, who were meeting in a neglifice as early as January 22, 1881. They paid
approximately $1,200 for the lot and $2,425 for the building, which was located at the corner of Fifth and
Columbus Streets [507 Columbus]. Rev. Roelof Duiker, the first Pastor, received $600 per yeateRev. P

D. Van Vliet joined the church in 1907 and started the shift from using Dutch to English in his services, a
transition completed by 1910. Local leaders of the church were Cornelius Van Zanten, Tys Groenendal,
Abel Poel, Ruth Brower, Cornelius Bos, alahn J. Bolt. On October 18, 1882, the congregation decided

to join the Christian Reformed movement, and then referred to themselves as the Second Reformed Church
of Grand Haven. A new building was constructed at 2021 Sheldon in 1965 and added to in 2002.

Christian Reformed Church of Spring Lake

In 1882 thirtyfive families, tired of the journey into Grand Haven to worship at the Christian Reformed
Church there, formed their own church. They soon purchased a lot at 212 North Division Street and began
constuction, and called themselves the Holland Christian Reformed Church. Community leaders who
participated in the founding of the church were Gerrit Teunis, Klaas Bloem, John Koster, Harm Kuiper,
Mr. Ruiter, Mr. Rozema, and Mr. Vander Zwaag. The first mgetias held there on May 23, 1882. The

next year, in July, Rev. Peter Ekster, uncle of local resident Etta Bolt, was called as the first minister at a
salary of $600 a year, plus housing and fuel. He was followed during the next fifty years by Rev. flohn Pos
who inaugurated the use of English language in the services, Dr. C. Van Til, and Rev. J. P. De Vries. A
parsonage was purchased in the 1880s at 213 Liberty, and in 1897 a lot north of the church, 210 North
Division, was obtained. In 1937 the congregatihanged its name to the Spring Lake Christian Reformed
Church. After several additions and changes to the building, on June 28, 1962 the membership moved their
place of worship to a new building at 364 South Lake.

Christian Scientist Church

As early as 908 there was a Christian Science Reading Room at the corner of Washington and Third Streets

[ probably on an upper floor of the Cutler buil ding
until October, 1910. Anna E. W. Andrews was creditgith starting the Christian Science movement in

Grand Haven. Anna lived from 1860 to 1930. John Worsfold [284D] was the first Reader, a post later

held by Julia Soule. At least as early as 1941 the church had its own building at 504 Clinton in Grand
Haven. The original building was expanded over the years.

Congregational Church of Eastmanville

In 1872 a Congregational Church was formed in Allendale Township. The year before Congregationalists
in Eastmanville built a place of worship on land donated byo mas Hef f eran. The new |
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606 and cost $3,600. |t had a small steeple and
building was sold to the Christian Reformed congregation.

Congregational Church of Grand Haven

The original @ngregational Church in Grand Haven, dedicated on May 31, 1859, was built at 134
Washington [Lot 137]. The church had been formed on April 29, 1858 with 16 members. The first Pastor,
Rev. Joseph Anderson, was installed in the afternoon of May 31. He=alsd $he Congregationalists of

Spring Lake and other churches in the area. He was given permission to joihMiehgan Infantry as
Chaplain on April 1, 1862. Anderson later became Hospital Chaplain of the U.S. Volunteers. He was
discharged on July 3,865. His replacement, Rev. John B. Fiske [Fisk], remained more than three years.
[Fiske is on record as having performed a marriage ceremony at the church on May 24, 1867.] Early church
members included John and James Barnes, Nat Slayton, William amdsdayn Wallace, Edward and
Eleanor Murray Avery, and William Angel. The Congregational Church at this site burned down in 1868.
The congregation disbanded for awhile, and then reorganized on August 16, 1871. The next year they sold
their lot on Washingtotreet and erected another building in 1875 at the northwest corner of Washington
and Sixth Streets [Lot 9, Block 17, Munroe and Harris Addition], while Rev. John V. Hickmott [Hicknott]
was Pastor. Services at the First Congregational Church were diseahéiround 1930. The church was

torn down in 1936 after a new City Hall was built, and the Grand Haven Fire Department and Department
of Public Safety | ater moved to the site. The chul
side of thedriveway.

Episcopal Church

See St. Johndés Episcopal Church.

First Christian Reformed Church

See Christian Reformed Church of Grand Haven and Christian Reformed Church of Spring Lake.
First Reformed Church of Grand Haven

See Reformed Church of Grand HayEmst).

German Lutheran Church

In 1870 approximately 45 families formed a GerARanssian community five miles south of Grand Haven

on Holland Road [188Avenue] in Grand Haven Township. They organized a German Lutheran Immanuel
Church, built on the ndneast corner of Warner and 168 Section 15 before 1876, and possibly as early

as 1850. John Behm, Henry Saul, and Henry Boardman were the original elders, and Frederick Behm,
William Behm, and Charles Ladewig were deacons. When organized, the chdr2® heembers and by

1877 the congregation had grown to between 100 and 200 members. Preaching was in German. When Rosy
Mound School burned down in January, 1900, the displaced pupils used the German Lutheran School, on
the opposite corner, for their class&he building was moved in 1905 to Agnew. Then in 1952 [1955] it

was moved again to make room for the new U.S. 31, this time to a sitedén M

Lutheran Church
See St. Johndés Evangel ical Lut heran Church and St
Methodist/M ethodist Episcopal Church of Grand Haven

In 1835 a Methodist circuit rider came to Grand Haven to conduct services, but at that time there were not
enough Methodists to start a Society. Th&and Haven Newen September 28, 1859 announced that a
Rev. Hall had been in Grand Haven the previous w@ekrve as minister. The next year he was appointed

to meet the spiritual needs of Methodists in Grand Haven, Spring Lake, and Ferrysburg. However, there
was still an insufficient number of worshipers to establish a Methodist church. In 1864 Edwandrend A
Gatfield, recently arrived from Racine, Wisconsin, gathered other Methodists worshipers in their home,
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including William Beardon, Mrs Drummond, Mrs Landon, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Graves, Jerry Miller, and
Harrison and Emily Dee. This group made up the Rtsthodist Society in Northwest Ottawa County. On

June 9, 1873 the Grand Rapids District of the Michigan Conference formally certified the First Methodist
Episcopal Church of Grand Haven. Trustees elected to the Board were Rev. Thomas H. Bignell, Cyrus H.

F. Biggs, Nelson R. Howlett, William Beardon, and John W. Ker. That year Rev. James W. Reid was
reappointed to his post as Pastor of the Spring Lake Methodist Episcopal Church and to serve
simultaneously the new organization in Grand Haven. At firsttheqco e gati on met i n mem
but soon they started to hold their Sunday afternoon meetings at the Ottawa County Court House. In 1878
Rev. J. P. Force was the first pastor appointed to serve Grand Haven only. The next year the congregation
built its first house of worship, a small, frame structure lighted with kerosene lamps and heated by a wood
burning stove. It was constructed on the site of the later Loutit Library [407 Columbus]. Ten years later the
building was destroyed in the massive fire of 188%ew church was dedicated on June 15 the next year

in the same location. The new building had a brick veneer, a large auditorium, and a small lecture room.
About this time the Epworth League of the Methodist Episcopal Church was begun, later to bea&nown

the Youth Fellowship. A Ladies Aid Society already was underway to organize Ghigielevents and to

raise money for special purposes. A lgagn split among three groups across the country was healed by

a Adeclaration of utnh eo nwoo rodn fAVEApyi sld0qg p dl9@ 9wa sa nddr op p e
the Womandés Society of Christian Service was orga

By 1918 it was clear that the congregation needed yet another and larger church. The original building was
sold to the Breans, who later sold it to the Nazarenes. A new site was purchased on the southwest corner

of Washington and Fourth Streets, later the location of the Post Office. During construction, the Methodists
rented space from the Unitarian Church, the CongmugtiChurch, and the Christian Reformed Church.

The new brick building was dedicated on January 28, 1923. It cost approximately $25,000 to build and was
considered AGrand Havenbs most modern example of
Jamar vy, 1944, I n 1927 the Menbdés Club of the Met hod
C. Lehman, Fred Gillard, Nicholas F. Yonkman, Arthur W. Elliot, Paul Taylor, and Henry W. Smith
comprising the Executive Committee. The name ofthegrbupoged t o t he Menbdés Brot
to Methodist Men. The church suffered a fire on January 14, 1946, but the damage, though extensive, was
reparable. In 1933 Rev. John Clemens was appointed to serve the Grand Haven church and the church in
WestOlive |t wasndét specified when those duties were

James Bignell and his wife were members of the Methodist Church, and on August 4, 1940, they donated
15 acres of | and on Stearnds Bayou to wnéedell d by
In 1944 the church bought the Dr. Bloemendahl residence, located next to the church on Fourth Street, for
$2,000 and rented it for $15 a month. Eight years later the Vander Wall house was purchased for $2,800,
plus a small 2904 xXx h28dWoptmamde!| Chalb, with the hope:
church bought the Edward Huttenga house at 316 South Seventh Street to be used as a parsonage. The
church, instead of expanding, bought aatPe parcel from the Hofma Estate in Novemld&56. The

acreage lay west of Sheldon Road, where Colfax Street ended. A gift of land in 1964 from William and
Virginia Vivian widened the drive into the church property. The cornerstone of the latest Methodist Church

was put in place on September 186Q%nd on February 19, 1962 the first service was held in the new
building, a week after the last service was held at the Washington Street church. In January, 1963 Central
School suffered a destructive fire. The Methodists offered to the Grand Havern Bohabthe use of the

building on Washington Street for as long as necessary and at no cost. In December, 1966 the bell from the
old church was given to Central School to replace the one that had been lost in the fire. The Washington
Street church was sbko the United States Government on October 8, 1964 for $20,000, and nine years

later the congregation was able to pay off the mortgage for the new building. The year before two
parsonages had been bought, one at 14639 Lakeshore Drive at a cost of t5/&®enior Minister,

and the other at 547 Waverly for $24,000, to be used by the Associate Minister. The previous parsonage, at
316 South Seventh Street, was sold to the Christian Haven Home for $19,000. In March, 1969 the
congregation adoptedtheram i The Uni ted Met hodi st Church of the
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Over the long history of the church many pastors were called to serve. Among the early ministers were
William W. Rork, who was Pastor in 1884 when the first parsonage was bought. He was followed by C. A.
Varnum Hipp, Bennett, Thomas, Calkins, Horner, Shier, Mullen, Merrill, Tanner, Kruse, Wilson,
Bowerman, Minor, Maxwell, Skinner, Large, Chandler, Jordan, Clemens, Boldrey, and Carl Strange in
1950. Among the community people who helped organize the churchoatribated to its subsequent

growth were Josh Lehman, who was Superintendent of the Sunday School for 53 years; Leah Bell Lyman,
Deaconess and teacher of religion; Stephen Mead and Everett Husted, who in 1940 organized Boy Scout
Troop #5 atthe church; Tman and Wi | bur NnTedo Husted, Ral ph Van
C. Retzlaff, and Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bullerdick.

Methodist Church/Methodist Episcopal Church in Polkton Township

The first fAMethodist Societyod wihsnind neembeis,éndludingh Al | e
Lucy J. Spear, plus these men and their wives: Rev. William Comfort, Joseph Burlingame, Johnson Balcom,

and Alexander Milne. In 1854 the Wesleyan Methodist Church was organized under the leadership of Rev.
Albert Maxfield, alsan Allendale Township. The first Methodist group later went out of existence.

Eastmanville also had an early Methodist church, organized by Rev. William C. Comfort, and the
congregation worshiped in a building erected sometime prior to 1870 close to WagneGe ner al St or
building was sold around 1920 to Richard Ossewaarde, who owned an automobile garage in Eastmanville.

In the early 1840s circuit riders, such as Rev. Waring and Rev. Ballard, came on horse and held worship in
different homes. By 1855dR. Bartlett was in charge of the Grand River Circuit.

Methodist Church/Methodist Episcopal Church in Spring Lake

Although Methodist Episcopal circuit riders had visited Spring Lake in the early years of its founding, it
wasnodét until 1 §mallydrganizeddiSprihgiLakenSo€latyl Smme of the early members

were Daniel B. Thorpe, Mrs Hannibal A. Hopkins [Emma], Mrs Thomas D. Dennison [Eva], Mrs William
Flanders [Hattie], Mrs William [Kate] Brittan [Britton], Dr. Phineas Baldwin, and LorefP&ham. For

the first two years services were held in the Park Street School, and then the congregation joined the
Presbyterians in purchasing an uncompleted church
corner of Savidge and Church SteeOne of the first pastors was James W. Reid, who also served the
Methodist church in Grand Haven. When fire destroyed the building in 1870 the Presbyterian congregation
sold its half interest in the lot to the Methodists. The Methodists then constauctade w 88 6 by 6006
on the site, which cost $7,500, including the basement. A parsonage, built at the same time, cost $1,200.
After the church was destroyed in the major fire of 1893, the members built a new sanctuary at 110 East
Savidge Street. Thengregation dissolved around 1920. The members liquidated their assets and gave the
proceeds to the Grand Haven Methodists, who were then raising money for a new church.

Non-Denominational Churches

Christ Community Church grew out of the First ReformedrChwf Spring Lake, founded on March 20,

1870, when members split from the church in Grand Haven in order to avoid the cumbersome trip across
the Grand River. The original members of the splinter group were Ate [Otto] and Egberta De Witt; Reender
ReendersHesse and Willemje [Minnie] Osterhoff [Oosterhof]; Thys Stadt; R. Hovinga; W. Busje; Anne

and Derkje Mulder; Jan [John] and Jane Langeland; Arend and Caerting Hietbry; Jantje Visser; and Dina
Kui per. They built their 4 rssttr wchtuurceh, tate 2X1almeS wrer
pastor, Rev. James De Pree, and organized a Sunday school. Five years later the congregation was able to
purchase a parsonage for De Pree. John Huizenga was the first church janitor, hired for $35 a year. His
duties included cutting all the firewood needed to heat the building. The church was enlarged in 1885 with
an addition of 20 feet, which included a basement. Not long after that, as the lumber business went into
decline, church membership dropped from f@ilies to 90 in six years, and by 1895 it was down to 70
families. By the turn of the 20century, the economic climate had improved and membership started
growing. During the next ten years a pipe organ was installed, the basement was enlargetevand a
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parsonage was built. In 1913 electric lights were put in and the church was redecorated. By 1916 the church
was debt free and still growing. In the late 1920s several lots were purchased on Exchange Street as a site
for a new church building. The depsgon delayed construction, but the church still was able to make
several gifts to nearby organizations, such as $110 to Hope College, $110 to Western Theological Seminary,
and $15 to the AntBaloon League.

Finally, in 1938, a new sanctuary at 225 EastHaxnge was completed at a cost of $41,000, with $25,000

of that amount already in the building fund. The remainder was paid off by 1945. The stained glass windows
were gifts from members in memory of their loved ones. The new building included a newTdrgan.
building later became the parlor of Christ Community Church. In 1949 members John Kruizenga, Gerrit
Bottema, and Henry Kammen built a parsonage. In 1958 an educational wing was added to the church,
followed by a new sanctuary in 1978, and an adnmatise wing, pastoral suite, classrooms, library, and
chapel in 1990. In 1971 the name of the church was changed to Christ Community.

A Ladies Church Aid Society was formed in 1927 for the purpose of raising funds for special projects, and
therewasasaris of young peoplebs group called the Chri st
the church over the years, after Rev. De Pree left in 1880. Among those were J. Zwemer, R. H. Joldersma,

M. Kolyn, G. J. Hekhuis, A. Zwemer, B. Hoffman, S. C. Ngjf H. Frieling, J. J. Van der Schaaf, H.

Mollema, C. Lepeltak Il, and S. C. De Jong, who left in 1941. Richard A. Rehm served from 1960 to 1964,
returned in 1970, and was Pastor until his retirement in 2004.

Many community leaders also played a rolehia stabilization and growth of the First Reformed/Christ
Community Church. Among them were Dorothy and Gordon Boelens, Dorothy and Paul Boyink, Stella
and Richard Kruizenga, Henry Swartz, and John Van Eenenaam.

Another nordenominational church, Grand Hav&ospel Hall, was started as a mission in 1920 by Earle
Cook in the Grey Block [16 Washington]. In 1921 the Hall moved to the Bible Tabernacle at the corner of
Second and Columbus Streets, then to a location at Franklin and De Spelder Streets, negtriertioé
Seventh and Columbus [22 North Seventh], and finally to 1805 Waverly. By the 1940s there also was a
Gospel Mission, located at 3 North Eastern Avenue, and there may be some confusion between the two.

Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven

Thearrival of Rev. Ferry and his entourage on Sunday, November 2, 1834, marked the establishment of
the first church in Northwest Ottawa County. Rev.
despised the day of s mafbrrhallytolyanizegl sintiiche elteyearg dnd thee h  wa
original members were Rev. Ferry and his wife, Amanda, Mary A. White, Nehemiah Hathaway, Lucretia
Hathaway Pierre Duvernay, Julia Duvernay, Charles Duvernay, and Caroline White. They congregated at

the firstschoolhouse built in Grand Haven [Lot 186]. Rev. Ferry was Pastor of the church for the next 20
years. The church incorporated as the Presbyterian Church on May 10, 1849, with Pierre Duvernay, Henry
Griffin, and Thomas Ferry elected as trustees. The chagopted Articles of Religious Association on
March 15, 1858, with Rev. William Ferry =elected
compensation for his pastoral services.

Rev. Ferry retired in April, 1857, and for the next two years Joseph gomeMinister of the
Congregational Church, A. D. Eddy, and Louis Mills filled in until David M. Cooper was installed on
October 18, 1859. Cooper remained five years.

After meeting many years at the community/school building on Second Street acrosseframdiny, a
cornerstone for a permanent church was laid on September 19, 1855 at approxima2éfy Alshington

Street [Lot 208], on land donated by Rev. Ferry. The building was dedicated on May 31, two years later.
Emma Brayton remembered the churcheisg white with green shutters. The white pews were closed off
from the aisle by a door. The first church choir was made up of the four Ferry brothers, Montague, Thomas,
Noah, and Edward, and their sister Hannah, Dr. Jacob McNett, Isaac Hunting, Lz Germelia Scott,

Nettie Hubbard, Elizabeth Griffin, and Mary Hubbard, whose husband, William Hubbard, played the
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fimel odi ano [ melodeon], a small organ. Thomas Whi
parsonage.

Members of the church in 1872 apped the purchase of a parcel of land at the southeast corner of Franklin

and Fifth Streets [Block 15, Lots 1 and 2], Akel e
property, which included room for the church and a parsonage. F. D. Graigcaf&hwho held a mortgage

on the Washington Street property, agreed to forgive the balance and donate $500 in exchange for clear
title to the downtown lot, if the transaction could be completed by October 1, 1885. In the fall of that year

the church edifie, not quite thirty years old was moved from Washington Street to the new site. It was
completely remodeled in 1911, when the steeple was removed and a tower and vestibule added.

Ground was broken for a new church sanctuary on July 4, 1954, during tihe térkRev. G. Wallace
Robertson, and dedicated 17 months later. Robertson led the church from 1952 to 1960. In 1956 the earlier
church was razed to make room for a new chapel, and only the stained glass windows were saved.

Presbyterian Church of Spring Lake

A Spring Lake Presbyterian Church Society was formed by five local residents, George Lovell, Lemoyne

M. S. Smith, Anna H. Smith, Lydia Norton, and Harriet J. Franklin, in 1853. That same year the First
Presbyterian Church of Spring Lake was organizedoy H. Lucas, a missionary of the American Homes
Missionary Society, and Rev. William M. Ferry of Grand Haven on February 12, 1853. Rev. Lucas became
Pastor the next year. In 1861 the church purchase
were constructing at approximately 107 South Buchanan. Rev. Joseph Lord replaced Rev. Lucas in 1867.
The Presbyterians and Methodist congregations shared the building until it burned down in 1870. The
Methodists then paid the Presbyterians for their Hadfes and put up their own building four years later,

while immediately following the fire the Preshyterians met at the Barber Street School, situated at that time

on Park Street. In 1870 the Presbyterians purchased land for $600 from Emma Hopkins, Widomi |

A. Hopkins. Wi th Sarah Savidgeds contribution, th
building. This structure, located at 212 East Savidge, was dedicated on January 26, 1874. Across the street,

at 205 East Savidge, the Preshiges built a manse for their minister. The church building was damaged

by lightning in 1909, and it burned to the ground eight years later, on August 26. This later became the site

of the Spring Lake Methodist [Wesleyan] Church. For a matter of monthksitigeegation used the Baptist

Church [118 East Exchange] for worship, while they were putting up a new structure at the corner of Church

and Savidge Streets [212 East Savidge]. The new church was dedicated on March 7, 1920. In 1956 the
congregation bouglhgroperty at 760 East Savidge from the Trotter family and dedicated a new church at

that site on February 2, 1958, where it remained into tRfec@ditury. fribunear t i cl e ASL Pr es |
Church quick facts, 0 September 13, 2003. ]

Reformed Church of Grand Haven [First]

The First Reformed Church occupied six buildings during its long history, four of which were destroyed by
fire at the same location: the northeast corner of Washington and Third Streets [301 WasHihgtiaith

and determination of its cgregation made the First Reformed the oldest of the Dutch churches in northwest
Ottawa County and the oldest organized church in Grand Haven. Since 1851, the First Reformed group
survived relocation, four atonsuming fires, and plenty of rebuilding. Sirk914 the church has been housed

in its sixth structure.

One of many West Michigan Reformed groups from The Netherlands, the church built at the northeast
corner of Third and Washington Streets originally was called the First Dutch Reformed. The camgregat

had its early meetings in a school. Not |l ong after
[Lot 254] from waste lumber. This site was abandoned for the present location on Third and Washington,
where a frame building was put upliB57. Quickly outgrown by a burgeoning congregation, this church

soon expanded to twice its the original size. The building was moved in 1870 to make room for a completely
new structure, the majestic AChurch of Many Tower
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This third church building wadedicated on May 4, 1870. A little less than two decades later it was
destroyed on October 1, 1889 by the most devastating fire to occur in Grand Haven. All records were lost
in the blaze, so church history predating that fateful day is somewhat vagusorignegation dedicated

this structure on December 2, 1890, but its lifetime proved to be even shorter than that of the preceding
church. This fourth building burned to the ground on June 8, 1907.

Dedicated in May, 1908, the fifth church looked much like one today. Unfortunately, it also followed

the same tragic fate that had befallen its two predecessors. At midnight after Easter Sunday, on March 24,
1913, just eight vyears after the completion of t1}
|l ifted to the c¢clouds the building which, with it
Ch u r c hahrsver3aBy book described the scene.

Finishing touches were put on the sixth church the next year, and it was dedicated on Segtetttidr 1
Once agai n, the congregation had triumphed over |
t ower . [ For details about the ¢l ock, see ATown CI

The churchés first twelve pastors were:

18531855 Seine BolKks314-1894]
18561859 Peter J. Oggel [1829869]
18611868 Christian Vander Veen [183B396]
18681869 H. G. Klyn [17931883]
18701872 J. B. DeBoer [no dates]
18721877 Englebert Oggel [1841910]
18781881 Roelof Duiker [18781881]
18821886 Henry E. Doker [18551926]
18871890 Andrew Wormser [1844.914]
18921897 Peter De Bruyn [1850897]
18981908 Teunis Muilenberg [1864941]
19091918 Henry Harmeling [1864.946]

Reformed Church of Grand Haven [Second]

Like the Spring Lake Reformed Church, which formed in 1870, the Second Reformed Church of Grand
Haven was an outgrowth of the First Ref or med, an.
church, 06 with names such a stertidf anaviRerg, Re\DA Wanadeh Hart Ry s d o
was the first pastor, followed by Reverends Van Zanten, Jacob and John Vander Meulen, Vergurg,
Vreuwink, Bloom, Beltman, and Leonard Greenway. The first church was built in 1875 at the southeast
corner of Sixth and Wéington Streets [Lot 1, Block 19, Munroe and Harris Addition]. The church
relocated to 1000 Waverly in July, 1957, and the earlier building was sold to the Sdagrttiventists.

Reformed Church of Spring Lake [First]

The Reformed Church in Spring Lake=grout of the First Reformed Church of Grand Haven, since all the
charter members of the Spring Lake formerly had attended services at the Grand Haven church. Within half
a year of its founding, the church had a building at 210 Summit, a pastor, RevD#aRreg, and a Sunday
School. De Pree was followed in the next 60 years or so by Reverends G. J. Hekhuis, B. Hoffmann, H.
Mollema, S. C. Nettinga, and Cornelius Lepeltak. See also-Ddmominational Churches [Christ
Community Church] for more detail.

StAnt honyds Catholic Church/ Mi ssion

Father Daniel J. Hyland was the first pastor to meet with Catholic worshipers in Robinson Township. Fr.
Hyland also served Grand Haven, his main church, and Spring Lake. The first Catholic Church in Robinson
Township,cakd St . Anthonyoés, was | ocated at 13431 Gree
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St. Anthonydés is considered the oldest surviving
mi ssion of St. Patrickds by six | ocal faawhilei es, a
the mission was affiliated with St. Maryoés Church
with St. Patricko6s. Early parishioners were the S
Mitchell family donated the lanir the church, which was built in 1912, dedicated in 1915, and remodeled

in 1952 and again in 1976.
St. Johndés Episcopal Church

In 1843 Grand Haven was one of many locations on the west side of the state where Episcopal groups
gathered for worship. Reats indicate that monthly services were held above a hardware store as early as
1862. In 1864 the following people, among others, started meeting in tretdwypframe Court House on
Washington Street: Isaac and Mary Sanford; Mary Squier, wife of HeheerS§irs Young [possibly

Isabel, wife of John A. Young]; Catherine Fletcher, wife of Timothy Fletcher; and Eleanor McNett, wife

of Dr. Jacob McNett. Although the congregation of the First Reformed Church was established first, it was
St . J o h n 6 Ghurdh phat shadathe aldest local church building in continuous use, having held
worship services at precisely the same location since 1870.

The cornerstone of St. Johnés Episcopal Church wa
erected cost 400, and the original rectangular building and furnishings were purchased for $6,000.
Designed by five ship builders, the early church building was a simple structure, a plain, rectangular
buil ding with an Ainverted giheatedby mehesofagwadstovd. he ct
Two men stayed up Saturday nights feeding it logs so that the building would be nice and warm come
Sunday morning.

Renovation began after St. Johnés was damaged by f
Gathic Flair. The narthex, sanctuary, basement wslatl furnace, and ceiling beams were added. Shortly
thereafter, the bell tower, complete with a bell supplied by the ladies of the church, was constructed above

the narthex.

St. Johnoés Ev aChgrehiGerman LuthérantChueh a n

Al so known as the German Lutheran Church, St . Jot
Grand Haven on April 8, 1866. Germbarn Rev. John Daib of Grand Rapids was the first Pastor. Services

were in German. A sancity was constructed in 1867 at the northwest corner of Franklin and Sixth Streets

[531 Franklin] on a lot donated by Rev. William Ferry. A basement was added in 1883, and a steeple and

bell tower were added twelve years later. Among the charter member€hanes Pagelsen, John Zietlow,

John Seitz, Henry Saul, Henry Baar, William Dehn, Henry Wasch, and Christian Minck. Rev. F. W.
Spindler, a German, followed Rev. Daib in 1871. The church building was razed in the early 1970s and a

new one constructeda® Tayl or , where St. Johnodés Lutheran Sc
mid-1 950 s . The | and on Franklin Street wabrbuaecqui r ec
article AGH church sees old windows again, oo Septe

St.Patrickbs Cat hol i c Church

Priests had visited parishioners in Mill Point and Ferrysburg as early as 1850. The first local church building

was erected in 1857 in Ferrysburg. In 1859 Father Takken held mass there for the first time. A year later he
became the first resident priestaohew Roman Catholic parish and church building in Mill Point [Spring
Lake], which served Catholics from Grand Haven anc
Worshipers south of the Grand had to go by rowboat to visit either of the charctiee north side. About 20
Catholic families in Grand Haven formally organize
serve St. Patrickods were the Reverends T. J. Murpl
Haven in B72-7 3 , M. Dal t on, Ed Cal dwel | , T. J. O6Conner ,
from 1911 to 1948. Community people who helped in the formation of the church were Captain Thomas W.
Kirby, Captain John Furlong, David Hanrahan, Pat Doherty, davteCarthy, Jerry Haggerty, Richard
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Connell, John Golden, and William Gleason. The church from that point on was located in the 800 to 900 block
of Fulton. The church in Ferrysburg was no longer mentioned.

St . Paul 6s United Church of Chri st

In the spring 1882 a number of Evangelical Germans living in Grand Haven and the surrounding area
formed an Evangelical congregation. Working with them were some people who previously had been
members of the Missoutiutheran Church. They turned to Pastor F. MuelteiGrand Rapids, who

belonged to Missowliutheran Synod, with the request that he help them form an Evangelical congregation,

which was done on April 10, 1882. The congregation hamed itself the Evangelicalh er an St . P
Congregation. Fredrich Schmjdterdinand Knapwurst, and Ludwig Behm were elected trustees, and
William Thieleman was named Secretary. Later Franz Koatz, Fredrich Kramer, and August Hoffmeister

were elected Elders.

The congregation was served at first as a mission congregation veitthjprg and other official acts carried

out by a visiting pastor. After Pastor Mueller had preached several times, he was unanimously elected and
called by the congregation to become pastor. He refused the election and call, however, because he did not
wishto leave his congregation in Grand Rapids. Christopher. Zimmerman, at the time a traveling preacher
of the German Evangelical Mission Society of New York and residing in Ann Arbor, was elected
unanimously on August 21, 1882, after he had given a trisaerOn October 5, he and his family moved

to Grand Haven and he gave his initial sermon on the following Sunday, October 8.

Because the congregation did not have its own church building, services were held in various locations,
starting in the Englisispeaking Presbyterian Church. The letegm use of that space was subsequently
refused. Then the congregation accepted the Dwigl
worship services as long as necessary. From the beginning the congregatied wgown house of

worship, and the members took the necessary steps to find one. Since pledges for a building had been
collected, a lot on the southeast corner of Fulton and Seventh Streets [700 Fulton] was purchased for $775.

A building committee consting of Julius Radeke, Carl Hass, August Ferch, Clifford Pfaff, and William
Thieleman was elected and started work in late 1892 and early 1893 to plan and direct the construction.

The carpentry work was turned over to Ludwig Behm and Fr. Grubenow. Bexfatgsecontinuing cold,

the cornerstone wasnodét |l aid until April 8, 1893.

Rev. Christopher Zi mmer man was pastor of St. Paul
1886 to 1888, and the Rev. Frederick Roese from 1888 to 1895. Rev. Lars He8jetg 1905, ministered

when the church was elevated in 1902 to accommodate a basement. Rev. Jacob Hetzel ministered from
1908 to 1911. His daughters, Lydia and Freida, prepared Easter and Christmas programs for the children in
German. The parsonage wasdted in the house immediately south of the church on Seventh Street. Here

Rev. Wilhelm Koch lived with his family of talented children, Margaret, Otto, and Arnold. Their beautiful
voices served to enhance t he cdirotherhigh séhoohquatté¢tand 6 s st
in a quartet with Dr. Willard Bloemendal and Bastian Van Woerkom.

Catechism classes were held after school, once or twice a week, in a small room behind the sanctuary. There
a small wood stove heated the classroom. Thecbhwas heated with one large coal furnace located
beneath the catechism room. Two large register vents located in the front of the sanctuary heated the entire
church. Those preferring to sit in the back of the church received very little warmth. Cobhttadere

always worn during winter services. Eventually, the high sanctuary ceiling was lowered to keep the heat
closer to the people in the congregation.

During these years the women gathered to form a Serving Circle for refreshments. Henrietta Bidseker,

of August Boseker, usually had the job of making the coffee. Because there were no electric stoves, the
coffee was cooked on a wood range, mixed with eggs, and placed in a large granite coffeepot. The serving
circle worked throughout the year in magiembroidered pillowcases and knitted socks and scarves for the
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Christmas bazaar. This bazaar was very popular with the children, because they could play games and
receive grab bags with small amounts of money.

Services were held in German until the begiug of World War I. When war was declared people of
German descent were frowned upon, and during Rev.
There were, however, two services each year preached in German in order to please the congregation.
Additionally, in the summer, Rev. Koch would teach German to the children of the congregation, as well

as children from the Highland Park resort. Rev. Koch ministered from 1913 to 1936. He was very strict,

but had a kind heart for his parishioners. He strvéb ot h St . Paul 6s and St . Pet
Township. At times it was difficult to raise his salary of $750 per year. When cash was tight, township
parishioners would provide potatoes, cabbage, fruits, and other items for his supply ofosihter f

Rev. Arthur Ebeling served from 1936 to 1943. He was a young minister and he greatly improved
member shi p. About the same time the Womends Guild
Fellowship. The first female deacon served on the chunahodlpa change that was not graciously accepted

by some of the men of the church.

Following Ebeling were Reverends Karl Detroy, John Kort, and Arthur Zillgritt. Rev. Zillgritt and his wife,
Hope, took part in the church choir. Rev. Zillgritt also esthbliisthe first Youth Program. A new parsonage

was purchased on Marion Street for the Zillgritt family. In 1961 a-émwe parcel was purchased for
$7,000. During Rev. Richard Adams ministry plans for a new church were drawn. The original church on
Fulton was purchased by Manting Equipment Company, and in 1969 the new $219,135 church at 1401
South Griffin Street in Grand Haven was ready for occupancy. Twelve years later, the original 1887 bell
from the old church was hung in the newly financed bell tower.

Rev. J. Lawrence Dannemiller served as Pastor from 1976 to 1990. In 1984 the mortgage of the new church
was paid off, and about the same time the Memorial Garden was established. Located beyond the north
wall of the sanctuary, the Garden was for those wish wo be cremated. The two grids were designed to
accommaodate the ashes of fifty people each.

Salvation Army Church

A local Salvation Army post was organized in 1891. The first officers were Captain Cartwell and Lieutenant
Jennie Wren. The Army obtained first permanent office in July, 1922, when Captain Charles Glassbrook
was in charge. Local resident Margaret Denny died in 1925 and bequeathed more than $9,700 to the
Salvation Army. Part of the bequest was used to purchase the property at 16 WagBimyt&tock]. The

first directors were Captain and Mrs Charles Glassbrook. Services were held in the auditorium of the old
Orpheum Theater, and offices were on the third floor, which later was converted to a gymnasiunt. In 1934
35 the second floor was maitgo living quarters. The organization moved to new quarters at 310 North

De Spelder in 1975.

Second Christian Reformed Church of Grand Haven

See Christian Reformed Church of Grand Haven [Second].
Second Reformed Church of Grand Haven

See Reforme@hurch of Grand Haven [Second].
SeventhDay Adventist Church

On Friday evening, May 17, 1907, eleven people gathered at a home in Robinson Township to form a
church, which they named the Grand Haven Scandinavian Sedenthdventist. The original members

were Jens Halvorsen, Local Elder; Amelia Halvorsen; Markus Larson, Treasurer; Ingebord Larson; Joseph
Ryerson, Clerk; Bessie Ryerson; Ingeborg Myhre; Johanne Sather, Missionary Secretary; George Sather;
and Hartvig Halverson. The organizers spoke Norwegiad for many years that was the language used

in the services. Later a branch was started in the City of Grand Haven. Transportation difficulties led three
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female members of the church to start meetings closer to home. By 1917 the name of the church was
changed officially to the Grand Haven Seved#ly Adventist. Elders William Guthrie and F. A. Wright
helped with the reorganization.

By this time church membership had increased to 28, but the congregation continued to meet in private
homes. For a shortntie a store building was rented, but in early 1921 the members rented the Unitarian
Church at 318 Washington. Two years later Grant Hosford and George Wirsbinsky, two ministerial interns,
pitched a tent on the corner of Washington and Ferry, near Jacob Gookgr ocery st or e, an:
recorded evangelistic meetings. Seventeen members were baptized as a result of this summertime
undertaking, and Brother Wirsbinsky was named permanent pastor of the church. In the spring of 1924
Sister Beryl Davison, emember of the church for ten years, was assigned to do Bible work in the area. A

few months later a large increase in the rent at the Unitarian Church caused the congregation to once again
meet elsewhere, including, on occasion, private homes, the Salatity Hall [16 Washington], and the

basement of the Reformed Christian School, then located at 800 Columbus. The next January a committee
was appointed to develop plans for a church building and to purchase a building site. Construction of a
church at thesoutheast corner of Grant and De Spelder Streets began that spring, and as soon as the
basement was finished, the congregation began holding services there. The sanctuary upstairs was
completed in the fall, just itni ntgiomeo ff ocro ntghree gah u roc
nearby churches.

When Brother Wirsbinsky died in February, 1926, the church went for awhile without a pastor and was
absorbed by the Muskegon District. Sister Davison remained in Grand Haven until the summer of 1928 and
did much of the pastoral work. The church did not have a permanent pastor again until 1956, when Ray
Hamstra arrived. The church was free of debt by the late 1920s, and for awhile rented space to the First
Protestant Reformed Church for Sunday services.

By 1954 it was clear that the space at this small building was inadequate to meet the needs of a growing
congregation. Plans for a new building were abandoned when the Second Reformed Church at the southeast
corner of Washington and Sixth Streets became dlail&ervices were held for the first time in the new
church on February 5, 1955, although the congregation of the Second Reformed continued to use the
sanctuary for services for a year and half while their new building was under construction. The previous
church of the Sevenitiay Adventists was sold to the Free Methodists. In 1971 the church was extensively
remodeled, including improvements to the basement and sanctuary, including a new rostrum, baptistery,
carpeting, and pews.

Also in 1955 the church bag building a school building on land onM4 donated by Brother and Sister
William Garrow. For six years grade one through eight were taught in the room available at that time. In
1963 and 1964 it was enlarged to two rooms and grades nine and ten dexde Ridor to the school
building, members had bused their children to the F. A. Stahl School in Muskegon.

In July, 1970 the Seventiay Adventist Community Center at 1119 Washington was opened, thanks to the
financial support of area merchants, industréesl foundations. It continued and expanded social services
done at the church. The Director of the Center was Gladys Barnett, wife of Delmar Barnett. The Center was
valued at $60,000 when it opened. Half the building was rented out, but when thatesizane hvailable

the church used it for smoking cessation clinics, cooking schools. In thRE9®d% the Center was relocated

to 432 Beechtree.

Unitarian Church

The Unitarians, organized in April, 1875, first met in the Cutler House. Rev. M. H. Houghtahenfast
Minister, followed eight months later by George W. Cook. Their first church building, erected by Healey
C. Akeley at 318 Washington in Grand Haven [Lots 327 and 328 of the Original Town Plat] in 1881, was
destroyed in the ZTBBa&quifed a scond building &vectechheré sn 1924, upon
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dissolution of the church. The Club had been meeting in the church parlor since its inception in 1891. The
building was razed to make room for the post office in 1966.

United Church of Christ

See $ . Paul 6s United Church of Christ.
CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES

Africa

A letter written by Aaron B. Turner appeared in the July 6, 1857 issue dahle a Grand Rapids
newspaper. Turner was owner and editor of the newspaper. In his letter, fEfereto Africa as a village
adjoining Grand Haven. He probably was referring to a colony of African Americans who settled in the
Smith Bayou are as early as 1847.

Agnew

Agnew was first named Johnsville for one of the early settlers, John Behm, wha ise@end Haven
Township with his family in 1844. John Bishop was
1870, and George W. Harris held that position in the 1890s. The post office closed on January 18, 1875,
was reestablished on January 2878, and closed permanently on June 15, 1911. The town was platted as
the AVillage of Agnewo0 on May 16, 1889 by Edward
West Michigan Railroad. That railroad line opened a depot in Agnew, and by 188ikathewas thriving:

James Edward and Fred Churchill had a flourishing sawmill and box factory, George W. Harris was
Postmaster and proprietor of a hotel, and Delos Barrows operated a general store. By the early 1900s, the
W. D. Hoffman Company pickle ¢&ory was doing business in Agnew. However, the Pere Marquette
Railroad, which absorbed Chicago & West Michigan, eventually closed the Agnew depot. In 1952 the State
Highway Department moved the 12 buildings which then constituted Agnew, rather thatheontav,

four-lane U.S. 31 around it.

Allendale

Allendale Township and the Village of Allendale were named for Captain Hannibal Allen, son of Ethan

Al l en, hero of the Revolutionary War. Hanni bal Al |
acres in the area. One of the first settlers, Richard Roberts from Wales, who arrived in 1842, was named

the first Postmaster on March 24, 1852. In the 1890s Isaac John Quick was Postmaster. The office closed

in 1916, but was restored on November 1,1954haads been i n continuous oper af
brotherin-law, Thomas Jones, arrived in 1844 with John Hanna and Ephraim Pierson, followed shortly by
Robert Scott, Scottds mot her , and his twathdr ot her

township in 1845, followed two years later by Morris Reed.
Bass Landing

Located on the Grand River near the west line of Allendale Township, Bass Landing also had the name
North Robinson. Joseph G. Failing became the first Postmaster of North Robimbtarch 23, 1877. The
federal office closed on August 28, 1879. It was a stop for the boats and packets that plied the Grand River.

Bass River

From about 1865 to 1936, Bass River was an active community. It was located in the northwest corner of
Allendde Township, west of Eastmanville, where the Bass River joins the Grand. On July 18, 1882 Andrew
J. White was named the first Postmaster of this small settlement at a landing on the Grand River [Section 7
of Allendale Township], a position he still held time early 1890s. The office closed on September 30,
1910. Around 1900 Bass River was larger than Allendale. It had two stores, a post office, church, school,
and sawmill, and there was a landing for vessels likéMigne Graham where passengers could beked

up or dropped off, and strawberries, beans, and grapes could be sent down river for shipment across Lake
Michigan. Before white settlers arrived, it was a trapping and fishing site for Fox, Muskotay, and
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Potawatomie Indians, and long before theiretirthe glaciers left some of the richest and most extensive
stores of gravel in the area. As that natural resource was mined, farms were purchased, people moved out,
and gravel companies moved in. Gradually, the town disappeared, most of the originaéstesider

water, and the gravel was gone. [Adapted from an article by KarinQbaind Rapids Presslanuary 1,

1989.]

Battle Point

Battle Point was the name given to a site on the north bank of the Grand River, a few miles up river from
Grand Haven, wihre the river makes a sharp, long bend toward the south and then as abruptly swings back
north. Fort Village, an Indian settlement, was in the same area. Spring Lake and Crockery Townships adjoin
each other, splitting the Battle Point area almost in hafhfinorth to south. Although not a town or village,
Battle Point played at important part in the history of Northwest Ottawa County, mostly because of its
Indian burial ground.

There are two stories explaining how Battle Point got its name. The first Haduith a fist fight between

two local residents. In 1837, Captain William Kanouse left Toledo on the stBamépuixotefor western
Michigan. His boat was wrecked at Thunder Bay, so he crossed the state on foot. Upon his arrival in Grand
Rapids he waslaced in charge of th&overnor Masonthe first steamer to ply the river between Grand
Rapids and Grand Haven.

Only a few log houses had been erected along the banks among the dense forest. One particular spot on the
river looked more attractive to CaptaKanouse than any other on which to build his cabin. Since the
government had not completed surveying the land north of the river, a person wishing to own part of it
could do so by obtaining a preemption title, a legal method of obtaining land befaestiweyed or put

up for auction by the government. Later, in 1839, the government put this particular piece of land up for

sale and the person holding the preemption had the first chance at buying it, in this case, Captain Kanouse.
Some other people aléad their eye on the same spot. One rumor stated that a James Collins was one of
those who wanted the land, and another rumor said that it was a Henry Dusenbury. A desperate fight with
words and fists ensued, after which the place was called Battle Bdsinh c e Capt ai n Kanouse
the first entry in the abstract of the property,
read: AfUni ted States to Wi lliam W. Kanouse, Augus
however sell the land before he had clear title to it.

The other version of how Battle Point got its name is more colorful, as told by Sam Rymer, who lived on

the land in question or adjacent to it all his life. A Band of Ottawa Indians occupied a settlemétit at Ba

Point. The Potawatomies had an encampment across the river in the vicinity of Potawatomi Bayou. The
two tribes were not friendly with each other, and eventually a fight broke out. Some reports said the flint
headed poison arrows darted across therrived ai | vy . The Potawatomies wer
skirmishes, so they decided to bring matters to a head. A group of Potawatomi warriors followed Grand
River along its west bank and crossed it when they were north of Deremo Bayou. Following thi bayou

an easterly direction they halted at a narrow neck of land that lay between Deremo Bayou, in Spring Lake
Township, and Bruce Bayou, in Crockery Township. Their strategy had three steps. First, they would steal

t he Ottawas® boat sbysvater.Néxethe Patawatdmie planodd to &eem thepOdtawas

from fleeing by land by controlling the narrow stretch of land between Deremo Bayou and the river, and
lastly they would raid the Ottawa village and kill the occupants. According to the stdPptineatomie

were successful in all three maneuvers, and this band of Ottawas was wiped out. However, no records have
been found to confirm either the fist fight or th
vicinity of Battle Point lmg after the supposed battle.

The other version of how Battle Point got its name is more colorful and exciting, according to a story told
by Sam Rymer, who lived on the land in question or adjacent to it all his life [Section 36, Spring Lake
Township].
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A Band of Ottawa Indians occupied a settlement at Battle Point. The Potawatomies had an encampment
across the river in the vicinity of Potawatomie Bayou. The two tribes were not friendly with each other. In
fact they disliked each other so much that warfarke out. Some reports say the flirdaded poison

arrows darted across the river daily. [No records have been found to confirm this legend.]

The Potawatomies werendt satisfied with this dail
followed the river along its west bank, since the river was running in a northerly direction, and then crossed

the Grand when they were north of Deremo Bayou. Following the bayou in an easterly direction they halted

at a narrow neck of land that lies betw@&maremo Bayou, in Spring Lake Township, and Bruce Bayou, in
Crockery Township. Their strategy had three steps
not escape by water. Next they would keep the Ottawas from fleeing by land by conth@lingrrow

stretch of land between the two bodies of water, and lastly they would go to the Ottawa village and kill the
occupants. According to the story the Potawatomies were successful in all three maneuvers, and this band

of Ottawas was wiped out.

Captain Kanouse sold his preemption title to a Pierre C. André on October 29, 1839, who in turn transferred
it almost i mmediately to the fAFort Village Band o
first name was Sigganocouse.

That Sigganoouse lived there was confirmed by Franiiverett in Memorials of Grand River Valley
published in 1877: AFifty or sixty Indians |lived
The chief was named Magobie [nicknamed Sigganacouse mra8agooscd Black Bird]. He lived to a

great age, and was supposed to be near 100 years old when he died. His son, Ahmoos, was a man of
influence among them. o

Evidently Sigganacouse was chief of some other Bands as well, who were living at Beech Tegalin Gr
Haven, on the Bass River, and at Spoonville. Chief Sigganacouse was reported as residing in Ferrysburg
from 1834 to 1836.

Many years later the heirs of the next two Indians who had their names on the abstract;gWagpe®
and Mairheewaw, had a heariimgprobate court on the matter. How it was settled is unknown. The fourth
name, Peenaceewaygeeshick, never appears in the abstract again.

On May 1, 1860 Chief Sigganacouse sold to another Indian by the name of Pagotish. There is some
confusion in the nextouple of transfers, since the title seems to have shifted back and forth, but mention

is made of the buri al ground, Afhal f of an acre t«
I ndi an Burial Ground therein situated. 0

Most of this cemetery as later under water. In 1871 a lease for 10 years was given to the Ottawa County
Booming Company. This organization dug a narrow ditch from Indian Channel to the river. The flow of
water at this point is the ¢groemdngyedrs befdreterchanngell ac e
was as wide as the river. Dredging along the side of the river also cut into the bank. Sam Rymer remembered
how wooden boxes once were seen extending above the graves. They were about 4 inches square and
extended from theafce of the dead person, who was buried beneath the ground, to a few inches above
ground. The Indians put food down the boxes for 21 days after the corpse was buried, so the dead body
would have sufficient food on the way to the fdhap

Formany years human bones washed up on shore. Carl Adams had permission to dig into one of the graves
and found a skeleton that showed the body had been buried in a sitting position. He also unearthed two
skulls, a pipe, and many arrowheads. The ground dteBRoint later was owned by the Michigan
Conservation Department.

In 1864 Pagotish sold the property to Sophia and William Cobmoosay [Cobmoosa], who, like many Indians
by this time, had taken English names.
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In his early life, Cobmoosay was a sttuef ofthe Flat River Indians in Kent County. Franklin Everett in
Memorials on the Grand River Valldye s cr i bed him this way: fAHe was an
Hi s manner of walking gave him his name, IlésEhe Gr e
than six. He stayed behind when others went to Pentwater in 1855. To the last he remained an Indian, living

in a wigwam, though rich. He was then tastefully dressed in Indian style and seemed proud that he was an
Indian. But each passing year tookagwhis kingly bearing and soon Cobmoosay was but a bowed and
shuffling old man. o

A Mrs Castle, who lived near the Indians at Battle Point, once told about seeing them on their way to Grand
Rapids to get their payment from the government. The squaws amoseagll had to go because they had

to be counted about once a year. The Indians rode on ponies, while the squaws walked and carried the
papooses.

On a grave stone at Kirk Park, a former Boy Scout camp south of Grand Haven, appeared the names of
William and Sophia Cobmoosa as parents of a five year old boy who was buried there in 1856, eight years
before they bought the Battle Point property. There were rich clay deposits near the Kirk Park site, and

Chief Cobmoosa and his family from north of Grand Haveed to go there to hunt while the women made

pottery from the cl ay. During one of these expedi:
Mc Carthydés grandfather, who bought the | amd from
were buried near the boyds grave. He remembered t

of the Cobmoosa boyb6s.

On March 13, 1865 Cobmoosa and his wife deeded the property at Battle Point to a daughter, Mary
Cobmoosa. Later that same yddary deeded it back to her mother. The chief may have died during that
time.

I n Grand Haven resident EIl eanor McNettodés scrapboo
Cobmoosay. AiThis old chief had d&rewateq and aftartavidg pench
been warned by its effect he started out alone to go to a white settlement for more liquor. A terrible storm
is said to have blown up and the next morning he was found frozen to death in the bottom of his canoe
washeduponBat | e Point, near the village where he had |

of all the chiefs who |ived at Battle Point the m
lived there just before Sigganacouse and the other Indians of the Fort Village Bank of Indians purchased
the land.

A great conclave was call ed at Battle Point, whi l
killing all white settlers at Grand Haven. Shiawassee, chief of the Indians at Crockery Creek at that time,
gave a stirring speechonwhytheynpoul d kil I all the whites. Old Roc

younger braves also supported Old Rock. This resulted in a majority supporting Old Rock. Chief
Shiawassee was so angry as a result of this that he stamped out and the next daig hehaledthibe left
the Grand River Valley and went to Canada, never to return.

Several families of Indians, who made Battle Point their home around 1855, showed a desire to live with
their white neighbors. Rev. Barlett, a Methodist preacher in charge @rand River circuit, helped them
to establish a school and Martha Maxfield of Eastmanville became the teacher.

Very little is recorded about the chiefs and their activities in the Grand Haven area. An editorial written

after the Indians received theinraual payment on December 18, 1854, at Grand Haven, revealed an
unusually sympathetic perspective: iOn Monday | as
annual stipend from the government. It is matter of much regret that they shouldekav@lgenerously

supplied by some of our citizens with finater, that bane of the Indian as well as the white man. How

many little comforts might they have procured with the money thus spent for that which is eating into their
very heart &lswite ahereguses, is thst dwimdling their tribes into oblivion. How lamentable
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is the idea that in a few years more, according to the present ratio of decrease, they will all have passed
away and be known only as a race that once existed but is no ore

Berlin

See Marne.
Blendon

See Townships.
Blendon Landing

The Blendon Lumber Company was active by 1854. Around 1856 the partners in the business were
Frederick B. Leonard, Thomas C. Brinsmade, and Jonathan E. Whipple, all of New York Stasol@hey

the company to Edward Cole in September, 1866. Cole was an Ottawa County lumberman. The company
owned more than 200 acres in Sections 30, 31, and 32, of Allendale Township, which included the
companyds headqguarters at B. | TeepedsectionsLladen ltbcamg parbof t h e
Tallmadge and Georgetown Townships. Blendon Lumber also owned several sections in Blendon
Township and additional acreage in Georgetown Township. In 1857 the company laid seven miles of
private railroad track for theimbering operation, which started in Section 14 of Blendon Township and

ran northeast to Blendon Landing. After the <comp
abandoned and by 1876 Blendon Landing and its 200 inhabitants had disappeared.

Borculo

This Dutch settlement in Blendon Township was founded by Jackus Klamderman in 1867, who named it
after his native village in the Netherlands [Borkulo]. Herman A. Wiegmink became its first Postmaster on
March 29, 1882, and Fuda Reumsma held that posititimeil890s. The post office closed permanently

on December 31, 1913.

Charleston

This Apaper cityo was platted in 1836 on the Gran
Lamont, but on the opposite side of the river, and a mile east of Eafitmdnfirst had been settled by

Pierre Constant, a trader for the British Fur Company, who in 1810 built a post at the junction of the Grand
River and Traderdéds Creek. The plat called for 64
for the County Courthouse, in the hopes that Charleston would become the county seat. Richard Roberts
built a sawmill, a spoke factory, a store, and a blacksmith shop. David Carver and Alonzo L. White were

the proprietors of the village, which showed 700@0 ®ts. In 1872 the mill machinery and the store were

put on two flat boats and moved to Beach Tree, on the Grand River at the east end of what became Beechtree
Street. The move effectively ended the development of Charleston.

Coopersville

In 1845 Benjami F. Cooper, from Utica, New York, purchased 640 acres in Polkton Township. He and
his two sons built a sawmill. Dr. Timothy Eastman was the first postmaster, appointed on May 28, 1846.
By the 1890s George T. Peck was Postmaster. Eastman wanted to rameoa the Cooper property
Polkton [Polkten], in honor of President James Polk. In 1858, when the Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad
[later the Grand Haven and Muskegon] came through the area, Cooper offered to donate 160 acres of land
if the company would builé depot on it and name the station after him. On January 2, 1859, the name
Coopersville became official. It was incorporated as a village in 1871, and became a city in 1967. The
Grand Trunk Railroad also had a line running through Coopersville and manhtistation. H. J. Heinz
operated a pickle factory in Coopersville.

40



Crisp

Located in Olive Township, Crisp was another of the Dutch settlements growing out of Holland. Wybe
Nienhuis became the first Postmaster on November 20, 1893. The post officevol@skmber 31, 1904.

Davisville
See Ventura.
Denni son/ Pol kten/ Hatchoés Mill

A village devel oped around Hatchoés sawmil |l i n Se
Coopersville. It was known as Hat cdwukes RalMoall tamaunt i |
through in 1858. When the village was platted it was first known as Polkten. The first Postmaster of Polkten
was Washington W. Worden, appointed on February 16, 1866. The following April 9 the town was renamed
Dennison to avoid confusiowith the township. Susan McLellan held the position of Postmaster in the
1890s.

Eastmanville

On July 11, 1838 a post office opened in a town originally called Scranton for early settler, Dr. George
Scranton, who arrived in 1835. The post office closedlanch 18, 1842. In 1842 Dr Timothy Eastman

renamed the town Polkton, in honor of President James Knox Polk [see also Coopersville]. My 1844 the

ri verside community had a cemetery, l og school ho
Polkton pat office was established with Timothy Eastman as the first Postmaster. He held the position only

a little over a year, and on July 10, 1847 William C. Comfort became Postmaster. In 1855 the elderly
Eastman, with his sons Galen and Mason, platted theg¥itb Eastmanville. On March 8, 1856 the name

of the village was changed again, this time to Eastmanville. The failure to obtain a railroad line limited the

townds potential for growth. Timothy Eastnmen becal
was changed from Polkton to Eastmanville at this time. By the year 1857 the mail arrived daily, in the
summer ti me, by riverboat. The time of arrival wa

the morning. By then the town had addedry goods store, a livery, and steam sawmill.

Succeeding postmasters at Eastmanville were Galen Eastman beginning October 20, 1864; Adam Wagner
on April 7, 1868, Simon Lieffers on June 17, 1889, and John A. Wagner, July 1, 1893. The post office was
discontinued at Eastmanville on September 30, 1910.

The Eastmans, natives of Maine, arrived in the region in 1836. The earliest date recorded on any marker in
the Eastmanville cemetery is that of Harry Miller, son of Captain Harry Miller, and Elizab&h D. | er 0 s
brother, Sam, who helped Dan Realey on his farm. In 1838 Realey sowed and harvested the first crop of
wheat in the county, consisting of almost three acres. In 1846 there were only four barns in Polkton
Township. These were all near Eastmanvéiel one of them was on the Realey farm. Their home became
known as the Midvay House, since it was half way between Grand Rapids and Grand Haven on the blazed
trail running north of and adjacent to Grand River. The Realey home became the first counrynfir
building at the County Poor Farm, about a mile west of Eastmanville.

Ferrisburg
See Ferrysburg.
Ferrysburg [Ferrysburgh]

Ferrysburg was known as Ottawa Point in 1850, the
its early settlers. WillianM. Ferry acquired land in the area by preemption in 1834, and the village was
platted by William Ferry 1l and Thomas White Ferry, his sons, in 1857, who named it Ferrysburg for their
father. On August 20, 1859 Uzell B. Eames became the first Postmagt@ffica closed on May 6, 1863,

but was reopened on December 17, 1866, and Charles Strobe was Postmaster in the 1890s. The name of
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the village was changed to Ferrisburg on August 17, 1894, but reverted to Ferrysburg the following
September 27. The Ferryail the first mill on the point. Ferrysburg was classified as a city in 1963.

Ferrys Point
See Ferrysburg.
Fishingtown

A letter written by Aaron B. Turner appeared in the July 6, 1857 issue dahle a Grand Rapids
newspaper. Turner was owner and @ddf the newspaper. In his letter, Turner refers to Fishingtown as a
village adjoining Grand Haven. He may have been referring to a collection of fishing shacks that lined the
banks of the Grand River at the foot of Dewey Hill.

Grand Haven

Rix Robinson hd a trading post for his fur business when Rev. William M. Ferry, his family, and a few
others arrived from Mackinac | sl and on November 2
brotherinl aw, and Robert Stuart , rteFfermedthe®Gand Havee @othpaayn d f i
to buy land, build a lumber business, and develop the area. Rev. Ferry wished to name the town Stuart, in
honor of his friend, and for a few months he was
recordedindri |, 1835, preceded Ferryods application and
12, 1835. Ferry remained Postmaster Grand Haven until 1853. Prior to 1853 the post office was located in
Ferryds building on Har bldingthéniroéccupied by H. TepdnBabd3Ebandzer mo v e (
W. Barns became the new Postmaster, a position he held until 1861. By the 1890s Thomas Parish held that
post. In 1872 a new post office was constructed at 100 Washington Street, and in 1906 a Federal Building,
including the post office, opened for business at the northwest corner of Washington and Third Streets.

Grand Haven was incorporated as a City on March 30, 1867. At the first election, held two days later,
George Parks was named Mayor; Charles T. Pagdiamgrder; Jacob De Boe, Treasurer; and William
M. Ferry and Dr. Arend Vander Veen, School Inspectors.

Harlem [Haarlem]

Named for a city in The Netherlands, Harlem was an outgrowth of the Dutch settlement at Holland, founded
in 1847.

Hopkins Mill

When Captin Benjamin Hopkins built a sawmill on a point of land on the shores of Spring Lake in 1837,
the area was referred to as Hopkins Mill. Later the wider area was known as Mill Point, and finally as
Spring Lake.

Johnsville
See Agnew.
Kirkés Junction

Located in Section 4, near the north boundary of Spring Lake Township, about one mile north of Ferrysburg,
Kirkds Junction boasted a train depot for the Chi

Lamont

In 1833 Henry and Zina Steele settlin the area of Tallmadge Township now called Lamont. The town
first was known as Middleville and then Steel ebs
and J. O. Hedges | ived on the out ski rtdstamcéupt he vi
river. About this time Steelebdbs Grocery was the o

also had the only school between those two cities. By 1860 brothers George and Sylvester Luther owned a
retail store, William M. Blakeneyperated a grocery, and W. H. H. Palmer was the local physician. On
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January 9, 1851 Reuben Reynolds became the first Postmaster. In 1851 the Steeles platted the Village of
Middleville, so hamed because it was halfway between Grand Rapids and Grand Havpastltifice

name remained Steeleds Landing. I n 1855 Lamont Ch
naming the town after him. On July 2, 1856, the name of the village and the post office was officially
changed to Lamont. Mary Hedges wastRaster in the 1890s. From the 1890s to at least 1912 the Lamont

Button Factory stood on the banks of the Grand River.

Macatawa

Macatawa was platted in 1836 near Lake Michigan on the south side of Lake Macatawa. This ambitious
project was to have 105 squa bl ocks, with eight | ots per bl ock.
pl at was 26 blocks and Holl andds was 60. The name

black. The nearby inland body of water was called Black Lake before it was reN@anathwa, because

the water was very dark before an opening was cut through to Lake Michigan. Macatawa initially did not
develop as planned, and in 1850 it became a settlement for Protestant missionaries. The Chicago & West
Michigan Railroad built a depdtere, and named it Macatawa Junction. By 1855 Macatawa had lost its
religious connection and become a resort, with more than 200 summer homes already constructed. William
Van Regenmorter became its first Postmaster on May 9, 1896.

Marne

Justin Walker washe first white settler in Wright Township, arriving there in 1839. Other early arrivals
were Benjamin F. Lillie, who came in 1843, Perley Lawton in 1847, and Harry S. Lawton, in 1849. The
Village of Berlin was laid out in 1857 with approximately 100 latduill Pond, a swelling in Sand Creek,

which flows into the Grand. By 1864 there were two physicians, John T. Dayton and Ezra Walling, a hotel,
dry goods store, wagon factory, and saloon. The Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad [later the Grand Rapids,
Grand Hava, and Milwaukee] built a depot in Berlin, and the town had a bank, hotel, saloon, livery, and
feed and grain store in the early 1900s. George W. Woodward was the first Postmaster, appointed on
September 23, 1852. In the 1890s John Mead held that postietarge number of early German settlers

led to the town being named Berlin, but, as a result of World War I, the name was changed on June 5, 1919
to Marne, commemorating the battle at that site in France.

Mill Point
See Spring Lake.
Muir

In1867theGmad Haven city | imits were extended as far e
name Beechtree Street] and westerly to include the Detroit, Grand Haven & Milwaukee Depot and other
improvements on the north side of the river. This took catheofjuarrel that had been going on about a
name for this rapidly growing village on the other side of the river. Editor Henry Clubb Gitthea

Clarion wanted to call it Sanford or Cedarville, while Editor John Barnes ofGitaand Haven News
suggested Miuin honor of the efficient superintendent of the Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad, W. H. Muir.
Apparently the name Muir won out, although it was never officially adopted. Between 1858, the year the
railroad arrived, and 1870, when tracks were laid on thadSitkven side of the river, Muir was the site

of several hotels, including the Railroad Hotel, managed by Farnham and Gertrude Lyon, the Western
Hotel, managed by Patrick and Mary Fenn, the Michigan Exchange, and Grand Haven House. There also
was a taverman ice house, a coal depot, and numerous fishing huts. One of the hotels was part of the two
story, frame passenger depot, with freight sheds nearby. There was a dock for the ferry trip across the river
and other ships. One of the ferries was a smalirsteaalled®hoebe built in 1865 by Reuben Vanderhoef

and Charles Pfaff. The shifting sands made it very difficult to keep the railroad tracks open to Muir.
According to John T. Perkins, an early railway agent, the buildings at the foot of Dewey Hithlgradu
rotted and were gone from the scene by 1884.
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Newburg

Newburg was a small village offmalf mile east of Eastmanville. It was platted by Jacob De Munn in 1857,
and during its brief existence consisted of a spoke factory and a small boarding houskidffersyowned
the land later.

North Robinson
See Bass Landing.
Nortonville

The Village of Nortonville was located four miles up river from Grand Haven on the north bank of the
Grand River at the site where Codllind882 Nortgnmaveshipor t on
was organized in 1839. Norton was the first Postmaster of the Nortonville post office, taking on those duties

on January 5, 1846. The post office closed on March 22, 1859, but was reopened from April 22, 1872 to
July 31, 1876. e Chicago & West Michigan Railroad built a depot here. From 1839 to 1849 Colonel
Norton and his son George guided the development of the township. Then, in 1849, the name was changed
to Spring Lake Township. After 1869, when Mill Point became the Villafg8pring Lake, Nortonville

began to fade as a commercial center and eventually disappeared.

Nunica

The first white settler in the Nunica area was Manley Patchin, who arrived in 1836, followed by William
Hathaway Il, three years later. Hathawagcame the first postmaster on February 7, 1848 of Crockery
Township. The name was changed to Nunica on January 8, 1859. Nunica was platted by Henry Ernst on
August 25, 1865. The name was derived from the Ot
the clay found in abundance in the area, and from which the Native Americans made pottery, or crockery.
Crockery became the name of the Township. Henry W. Cleveland, who arrived in Spring Lake in 1856,

had a drugstore in Nunica, and he also was PostnhasdeBupervisor at different times. In 1865 Michael

C. Carpenter ran a grocery and provisions store, William Hathaway was proprietor of a hotel, and C. C.
Thrasher was a deal er i n A St a98 soseph BAwEcSerrowredthe a n d
Nunica Roller Mills, providing such grains as gr al
and corn meal; John D. Pickett Il ran a grocery st
flour and f eed; fandR.Son[offefed drugg, scidol boGks, evallgaper, tobaccos, and
groceries; William Mines and Parkhurst Bros. operated general stores; Alfred Warner had a restaurant;
Jonathan Westover owned a wagon shop; John S. Wright had a medical practice, andfieradso

fiBl ooded Horses For Sale; 0 Robert Green provided
Pluves were both blacksmiths; and William Hensley ran a confectionery [candy] store. About the same time
John Pickett was Postmaster.

Olive Center

Named for its location in Olive Township, the small town was organized in 1857. Mason R. Merritt, one of
the early white settlers, arrived in 1864. James H. Carey had a large sawmill here. Henry D. Jones became
the first Postmaster on December 20, 1875tHgy1890s John Vinkemulder held that position. The post
office closed on November 30, 1906.

Ottawa [Ottawa City]

Pl atted on December 29, 1835, a year =earlier than
the west side of the Grand River atawa Creek, about 300 yards downstream from the |at45 Mridge
near the Grand Valley State University campus. The plat contained 550 lots, but nothing was ever built.

Ottawa Beach
In 1886 the West Michigan Association was formed to buy land on Lakkiddit, opposite Macatawa,
and build a resort hotel, which the Association named the Ottawa Beach Hotel. There also was a campsite,
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for tenters. The Chicago & West Michigan Railroad, later absorbed by the Pere Marquette Company, built
a depot here. Joseph Hpires was the first Postmaster, taking over those duties on August 12, 1886. The
office closed on October 12, 1886, but was reopened from May 24, 1887 to October 12, 1889 and again
from June 16, 1890 to August 5, 1891.

Ottawa Centre [Center]

Developed 8 me wh a't | at er than the other Apaper cities,
Benjamin Smith on the north side of the Grand River between Eastmanville and Nunica. It was to have 12
blocks. Smith became the first Postmaster on July 11, 1853nv&®ft&ntre derived its name from its

location in the center of the County. At one time the village had a sawmill and store combined with a saloon.
The mill manufactured a schooner and the riverbiesiry R. WilliamsLucy Bates taught school in Ottawa

Cente in 1859.

Ottawa City

See Ottawa.
Ottawa Point
See Ferrysburg.
Ottawa Station

Ottawa Station was platted in Sections 3 and 4 on the north boundary of Olive Township in 1873. The
Chicago & West Michigan Railroad built a depot here. Joel M. Fellows wasdnduaéirst Postmaster on
October 11, 1871. The village was platted by James Sawyer in 1872. Adam Lick was Postmaster in the
1890s. The post office was closed permanently on December 31, 1904.

Polkton [Polkten]
See Eastmanville and Coopersville.
Port Sheldon

Port Sheldon in what was then Olive Township was the first town in Michigan founded in speculation. In

1836 Alex H. Jaudon [Laudon] and some other New York and Philadelphia capitalists, who called their
group the Port Sheldon Company, arrived with aek®aded with provisions and stores, and houses ready

to be set up on a location near the confluence of Pigeon Creek and Lake Michigan. They brought about 40
men, directors, superintendents, surveyors and engineers. The developers laid out a citiook4 4dth

22 |l ots in a block on the north side of Pigeon L.
were for churches, one was for a fish market, two for other markets, four for a railroad depot, four for a city

hall and one for a schoolhaisThey had at first hoped to carry out their plans in Grand Haven, but were
unsuccessful in eroding the holdings of the Grand Haven Company.

The developers improved the harbor and built piers on the lake. A railroad was laid through the city and

into thewoods. Good roads were built to Grand Haven and Grandville at a cost of $10,000. They built a

|l i ght house, which operated for two years, and a b
as the Ottawa House, was built at a cost of $40,00€reTvas also a $10,000 office building, a $10,000

store, and a $20,000 steam mill, in addition to 15 small dwellings.

The second year there were about 300 inhabitants, mostly supported by the Company. The small opening
from Pigeon Lake to Lak®lichigan could not be maintained, so ships were unable to dock. After several
years the hotel and 30 lots were sold for less than the cost of the paint and glass used in constructing the
building. The pillars became a part of the Art Museum building imG&GRapids.

The first Postmaster was Edmund R. Badger on February 13, 1838. The post office closed on June 7, 1845,
reopened on July 1, 1867, and closed again on July 15, 1872. On April 23, 1894, the post office reopened
yet again, this time with Christiah Cook as Postmaster. The office closed for good on October 15, 1906.
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About this time Pigeon Lake Resort was platted on the north side of Pigeon Lake, and the south side of the
lake became known as Port Sheldon Beach, and extended to Lake Michigan.

Potawaomie [Pottawatamie]

Located on the south bank of the Grand River in Grand Haven Township, this small settlement had its own
post office from January 28, 1870 to April 10, 1873. Alonzo Carter was the Postmaster.

Robinson

The Village of Robinson was locatgdSection 22, close to the center of the township with the same name.
The area was settled in 1835 by Ira, John, Lucas, and Rodney Robinson, brothers of Rix Robinson. The
first town meeting was held at the home of Ira Robinson in 1856. John W. Barmantiebé¢he first
Postmaster on June 15, 1857, and William Foster held that position in the 1890s. The office closed
permanently in 1892.

Scranton

See Eastmanville.

South Olive

This small town was named for the township in which it was located.
Spoonville

Jom Spoon, born in Seneca County, New York, in 182
Township with his brother Daniel in 1856, settling in what came to be known as Spoonville on the Grand
River. He built a sawmill and permanent residemesd, and owned the largest farm in Ottawa County at

one time, 848 acres. He wished to convert fithe hov
100 feet by 40 feet, was supported by 24 posts and soared 60 feet to the top of a cugold2 Do to

build. The sawmill had a large, circular saw, a gang edger, and a lath and picket machine. It was capable of
milling 40,000 board feet per day, and in 1881 produced 7,500,000 feet. Spoon died April 26, 1892. The
Chicago & Michigan Lake ShoredRroad built a station in Spoonville in 1870, and until 1882 the railroad

from Nunica to Holland crossed the river at Spoonville. A cablerated ferry crossed the river at the same

site into the 1930s. The village was located on the north banks ofdahd River, near the southeast corner

of Section 28 of Crockery Township. It was known for its Indian mounds, containing skeletons, stone, and
copper implements, and ornamented earthen vases. In 1870 Spoonville was a stop on the Chicago &
Michigan Lake Shre Railroad.

Spring Lake

The first white settler in the area was Amos Norton, who arrived in 1837. Colonel Norton built a sawmill

on the north bank of the Grand River, near its ¢
Nortonville. The same yed&8enjamin Hopkins arrived from Canada and built a sawmill on Spring Lake,

and for awhile the area was referred to as Hopkins Mill. In 1844 Jabez Barber and Richard Mason built the
Barber Mill at Mill Point, as it was called then. Spring Lake was platsedifi Point in 1849 by Silas C.
Hopkins and Thomas W. Whit e, brother of Rev. Fer
organization of Mill Point was held in the school |
opened for the fst time on May 1, 1851, with Le Moyne S. Smith as Postmaster at a wage of $75 per year.

He was followed by Hiram Reed, who served from March 4, 1858 until May 10, 1861. Sylvester S. Rideout

was Postmaster in the 1890s. The post office was located framtditime in different shops, such as
Perhambébs Drug Store. Later the office was situate
Jackson in 1950. Ten years later the post office moved into a new, $45,000 building at 211 West Exchange.

The poplation of the Village grew slowly in the early years, from 371 in 1851 to 388 in 1858. The name
of the community was changed to Spring Lake on May 28, 1867 and incorporated as a village two years
later. Hannibal Hopkins was the first Village President,thedirst Trustees were Allen C. Adsit, John H.
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Newcomb, and Martin Vischer. Loren O. Perham was named Treasurer in the first year of incorporation,
and Henry W. Cleveland was Recorder. By then the center of commercial activity had shifted from
Nortonville to Mill Point.

Steeleds Landing
See Lamont.

Stuart

See Grand Haven.

Superior

Superior was platted on July 2, 1835 on the north side of Black Lake [Lake Macatawa], close to the Lake
Michigan shoreline. Plans showed 122 water front lots and 465 back lots. The proprietors were Edward H.
Macy, a shipbés capt & yron,Burditk, iclslpdelchay, fand Chieb Shemman; The t
group called itself the Black River Company. They built a road to Grand Haven, probably the forerunner
of Lakeshore Drive. A post office opened with the name Tuscarora on August 1, 1839 with Captain Mac

as Postmaster. Sand bars blocked the harbor and the post office closed on July 24, 1840, about the time
Macy was killed in Kalamazoo. With his death, the project came to an end.

Tuscarora
See Superior.
Ventura

Located in Holland Township, on the boradth West Olive Township [now Port Sheldon Township], not

far from Lake Michigan, this small town also was known as Davisville, probably named for the Davis
family, who owned considerable acreage in the area. George W. Joscelyn ran a general starerin the t
The post office, which opened on July 30, 1862 with Abraham H. Stansbury as Postmaster, closed on
November 2, 1909. Joscelyn held the position of Postmaster in the 1890s.

Warren City

As shown by the story of Port Sheldon, in the first half of theteargh century Eastern investors saw an
opportunity to make money by platting cities and towns in Michigan to attract the large numbers of people
moving west, thanks to the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825. Unfortunately, many of these plats became
Aipapeties, o6 including Warren City, which was pl at
Located on the south side of the Grand River and west of the mouth of the Bass River, on the Robinson and
Allendale Township lines, it failed to attract gpgrmanent residents. In 1840 Warren City was selected by

t he Board of Supervisors to be the Countyds seat,
Haven. Pl at maps of the nineteenth cewasaneoftheshow s
few residents of Warren City along with some Native Americans. George W. Amigh in Section 7, Jesse
Molyneux in Section 7, and Charles W. Ingraham in Section 6 were early fruit farmers.

Waukazoo
See Superior.
Waverly

A town named Waverly waglatted but never recorded. Located to the east of Holland, at the northeast
intersection of Chicago Drive and Waverly Road [26he town was built around a quarry that mined
what was thought to be Waverly stone. Further examination proved it to iséaastone, but the name
Waverly persisted. Waverly Street in Grand Haven once connected with the town of Waverly.
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West Olive

The town of West Olive was platted in 1870 by R. M. Paget. The post office opened on November 8, 1870,
with John P. Hanchett thigst Postmaster. In 1884 the Chicago & Western Michigan Railroad had a station
in the village. By the early 1900s the H. J. Heinz Company had a pickle factory here. A sawmill, general
store, and school also were situated in the town. Samuel Mountfonatffivd] was Postmaster in the
1890s.

CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS [CCC(C]

Toward | ate summer 1938, a camp for Civilian Cons
later the site of the YMCA. The CCC was a nationwide depregsmorganization, deloped to assist in

stopping the loss of topsoil through erosion. In Ottawa County, the CCC worked closely with the newly
formed Ottawa Soil and Water Conservation District. 193 enrollees attended the first camp, made up of
about twenty buildingsconstruce d t o represent the Amittend shape ¢
the development was nearly $50,000. The CCC accomplished its local mission by laying brush on sand
blows and planting dune grass and pine trees to stop or retard the movessm.dblenn Eaton, who

became a resident of Grand Haven, joined the CCC in Grand Haven as Camp Forester. Captain Arthur
Niemz was in charge. A typical day began with reveille at 6:00 a.m., followed by breakfast in half an hour,

camp cleanup at 7:00, and ke call at 7:45. The workers were given lunch [mess] in the field, and returned

to the camp about four in the afternoon. The evening meal was served,doliowed by classes. Bedtime

was set at 10:00 p.m., except Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdayd, W00 was set for lights out. CCC

applicants had to be between 17 and 23, unmarried, unemployed, and in good physcial and mental condition.
The minimum term was six months. During WWII, the site became a Coast Guard training camp.

CIVIL WAR

The Civil War began with the firing on Fort Sumter in rfgbril, 1861. President Lincoln put in a call for

70,000 volunteer troops, and many from Northwest Ottawa County responded to the call. Others enlisted

in regiments close to their hometowns and setttedit hi s area upon the warbs er
have enlisted, Noah Ferry probably is the best known. The son of Rev. Ferry, Noah recruited a company of
men in White River Township, Muskegon County, in August, 1862. The group called itself the Waite R

Guard. Ferry, who was soon promoted to Major in Company F oftiMidhigan Cavalry, was killed in

the Battle of Gettysburg on July 3, 1863. He was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery in Grand Haven. A total

of 1.547 men from Ottawa County served inlthdon Army during the war, and 207 never returned. Five

of them, Albert De Groot, Darius A. Markham, Hendricus Nyland, Albert Simmons, and Nathan Tompkins,

died at Andersonville, a Confederate prison.

Following is a partial list of the locahen who served. [See theopledirectory for more complete
biographical sketches.]

William W. Ackley, 44" Ohio Light Artillery. George Armstrong,"8Michigan Infantry.

Eli Adams, 8 Ohio Infantry. Albert Ashley, Navy, 8 Massachusetts Infantry

Hiram M. Adams, 128 Ohio Infantry. and 4" Massachusetts Cavalry.

Allan C. Adsit, 44 New York Volunteers. John Atwell, 16 Michigan Infantry.

Dewitt Ainsworth,15 Wisconsin Heavy Isaac E. Bailey, 102Michigan Colored
Artillery. Infantry.

Healy C. Akeley,  Michigan Cavalry. William Baird, ' Michigan Cavalry.

Harry C. Albee, 2% Michigan Infantry. John Ball, 21 Michigan Infantry.

Joseph Anderson, Chaplairi! Blichigan Alfred S. Baker, 42 Indiana Infantry.
Infantry. Phineas Orlando Baldwin II3®Wisconsin

Thomas F. Anderson®Michigan Cavalry. Infantry.

Elijah Angel, 128 Ohio Cavalry. Joseph C. Barnum, 34owa Infantry and 38

Andrew J.Arentsen, 1 Wisconsin Infantry. lowa Infantry.
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Thomas Barry, 18 Michigan Infantry.

Arza Bartholomew, Z1Michigan Infantry.

William Bartholomew, 23 Michigan Infantry.

George W. Baughn™Michigan Cavalry.

Harley C. Bement,"8Michigan Infantry.

Rutson Bennett, 102Michigan Colored
Infantry.

Henry G. Bigelow, 1% Massachusetts
Infantry.blanche

Aloys Bilz, Michigan Lancers.

Antone Boet [Tony Boot], 8Michigan Infantry.

Lewis Bon, 4 Wisconsin Cavalry and ¥5
Connecticut Infantry.

Joel A. Bond, 2% Michigan Infantry.

George Borck, 32 Michigan Infantry.

Charles B. Bowen, 72Indiana Infantry.

Charles Boyden,8New York Cavalry.

James Boyes,"™ew York Heavy Atrtillery.

John Brems, 105lllinois Infantry and $#U.S.
Engineers.

Francis W. Briggs, 73Indiana Infantry.

Cyril P. Brown, 4" Michigan Infantry.

Joseph Brown,"8Michigan Infantry.

George A. Chapel, New York Hard Atrtillery.

Jacob Chapman@Michigan Cavalry.

Nathan Church, 26Michigan Infantry.

Ethan Clark, ¥ Rhode Island Cavalry and 25
New York Cavalry.

Robet Clark, 25" lowa Infantry.

Henry S. Clubb, Quartermaster, Michigan
Volunteers.

Josiah Cobb,"7Michigan Cavalry.

Andrew M. Cole, 8 New York Light Artillery.

Russell J. Collins, 221llinois Regiment.

Charles Conger, detachment unknown.

David B.Conger, 8 Wisconsin Infantry.

Gilbert Cooley, 3 Michigan Infantry.

Augustine Cornwall, 28U.S. Infantry.

Erastus Cornwall, 3New York Infantry.

Eben [Eber] Crandall, #4Michigan Infantry.

Edward L. Craw, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

Marvin H. Creager2"™ Michigan Cavalry.

Edward G. Crosby,*1Michigan Cavalry.

John M. Crow, 22'lowa Infantry.

Henry F. Dake, #Michigan Infantry.

Asa G. Darbee, #3lllinois Infantry and 47
lllinois Infantry.

Edward P. Davidson,SMichigan Infantry and
5 Michigan Infantry.

Jacob Deboe,"8Michigan Infantry.

Earl Deremo, $Michigan Light Artillery.
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Nelson L. Deremo, 70New York Infantry.

Peter De Spelder, T@Michigan Infantry.

Austin P. Dibble, 3 Michigan Infantry, &
Michigan Cavalry, and Michigan Light
Artillery.

Elmer C. Dicey, 5th Michigan Cavalry andé 1
Michigan Sharpshooters.

C. N. Dickinson, 2% Michigan Infantry.

George Dixon, $Michigan Cavalry.

Robert Docking, 20 Michigan Infantry.

Mark Doddington, 33 New York Infantry and
11" Pennsylvania Infantry.

Frederick Douck, 17Michigan Infantry.

Joseph A. Douglass III"9/ermont Infantry.

John W. Downs, 60New York Infantry.

William Henry Drake, 3 Michigan Infantry.

Solomon Dunkelberger, Pennsylvania Ltigh
Artillery.

Richard C. Duryea,®1U.S. Attillery and ¥
New York Hard Atrtillery.

Peter Dushane, 2Michigan Infantry.

Chid Duvernay, Drummer BoyMichigan
Sharpshooters.

Eli Duvernay, 21 Michigan Infantry.

Isaac Duvernay,SMichigan Infantry.

John Henry Duvernay *Michigan
Sharpshooters.

Samuel Eames, 82linois Infantry.

Egbert Eastway, f4Michigan Infantry.

John Eckhoff, 2% Michigan Infantry.

Harris Elliott, 1029 U.S. Colored Troops.

Isaac Emlaw, 10Michigan Cavalry.

Miner J. Emlaw, 8 Michigan Infantry.

William Emlaw, 23 Michigan Infantry.

Casper Ernst, f4Michigan Infantry.

John B. Estelle,'5Michigan Cavalry and™@
Ohio Cavalry.

Gottlieb Ewald, 29 Michigan Infantry.

Albert O. Ewing, 10ttWisconsin Infantry.

George A. Farr,IMichigan Infantry.

Jacob Ferris, Z1Michigan Infantry.

William M. Ferry, 14" Michigan Infantry.

Edward Finch, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

John Finch, 8 Michigan Infantry.

Robert Finch, $Michigan Sharpshooters.

Thomas C. Fitzgibbon, #Michigan Infantry.

Andrew Frickman, 23 lllinois Infantry.

Eugene GardnerfWisconsin Cavalry and 87
Wisconsin Infantry.

Edward Gibbs, '8 Massachusetts Atrtillery.



Samuel C. Glover, 390hio Infantry and 73
Ohio Infantry.

John V. B. Goodrich,"®Michigan Infantry.

Francis M. Green, 1950hio Infantry.

Robert Haire, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

Caslin Hamilton, 10 Michigan Cavalry.

Frederick Hannum, 37Massachusetts Infantry.

Isaac Hannm, 143" Indiana Infantry.

Frederick W. Harris, ZiMichigan Infantry.

Gilman R. Harris, Wisconsin detachment.

Milo O. Hatch, 21 Michigan Infantry.

Alvin G. Hayward, 2¢U.S. Sharpshooters and
5 New Hampshire Infantry.

Ernest Hein, 18 Massachusettisfantry.

Charles Hinsley, 1#Michigan Infantry, U.S.
Army Engineers, and Veteran Reserve
Corps.

Calvin Holcomb, 1 Michigan Engineers.

Harry [Henry] Holcomb, ¥ Wisconsin Infantry.

Louis M. Holcomb, detachment unknown.

Mordecai Hopkins, '8 Michigan Cavalry.

Horace Howe, 18New York Infantry.

Birney Hoyt, 8" Michigan Cavalry.

Isaac Hunting, ZLMichigan Infantry.

Isaac M. Hunting, ¥ Michigan Cavalry and7
Michigan Cavalry.

Hurless, Martin O., 140lllinois Infantry.

Isaac Hunting, ZLMichigan Infantry.

Robert S. Innes,*IMichigan Engineers.

William P. Innes, T Michigan Engineers.

Andrew J. Itsell, 10 Michigan Cavalry.

Joseph L. Jackson, 3Blew York Infantry and
2"d Ohio Cavalry.

Alexander Jeffers,"SNew York Heavy
Artillery.

Benjamin Jones, 102[1%] Michigan Colored
Infantry.

Asa Joy, 20 Michigan Infantry.

Orange Jubb,7Michigan Cavalry.

John Kedgnal [see John Henry Duvernay]

Andrew S. Kedzie, detachment unknown.

Alexander Keeler, 0Michigan Cavalry.

John S. Kelly, Michigan detachment.

Joseph W. Kibler, £10hio Volunteers.

George F. Kirland, ©Michigan Cavalry.

Thomas Kraai, 8Michigan Infantry.

Almond Landon, 2 Michigan Cavalry.

Enos Lesperance!Michigan Cavalry.

John M.Lockie, 65" lllinois Regiment.

Edward K. Lord, 12" Wisconsin Infantry.

Stephen L. Lowing, '3Michigan Infantry.
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John Luikens, $tMichigan Sharpshooters.

Lucius Lyman, 2 New York Heavy Atrtillery.

Walter Lynn, 1@ Michigan Cavalry.

AbrahamMastenbrook, S Michigan Engineers.

John Mastenbrook *IMichigan Engineers.

George McBride, 1BMichigan Infantry.

Jay McCluer, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

Orange McCluer,'$Michigan Infantry and 8
Michigan Infantry.

John T. McMann, Z1Michigan Infanty.

Jacob B. McNett, AMichigan Sharpshooters.

M. R. Merritt, 19" Michigan Infantry.

John Middlemist, 18 Michigan Light Artillery

Francis M. Miles, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

David Miller, 4" California Cavalry.

Edwin Milliman, 96" New York Infantry.

Ephrim Molson, 3 U.S. Colored Troops.

Sylvester L. Morris, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

George P. Moore, ™Indiana Infantry.

S. C. Moore, detachment unknown.

Ephraim Moulson, 31U.S. Colored Infantry.

Samuel Mountford, 5Wisconsin Light
Artillery.

Samuel CMower, 4thWisconsin Cavalry.

Isaac Myers, 10Michigan Cavalry.

Daniel Nash, ¥ Indiana Cavalry.

William R. Nelson, 102 Michigan Colored
Infantry

John M. Nelthorp, 8 Michigan Infantry.

George W. Newton, ¥5Michigan Infantry.

Nelson Niels, 838 U.S. Colored Infantry.

Frederick Nims, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

John North, Unassigned Michigan Light
Artillery.

James OO0 C\idahigae Cavalry. 5

James W. Orr, 36lllinois Infantry.

George Osgood,BMichigan Cavalry.

Hessel Osterhoff, 21Michigan Infantry and
14" Michigan Infantry.

Joseph Palmer®Michigan Cavalry.

Philander Palmer, f3Michigan Infantry and @
Michigan Infantry.

Orlando Parker, 147New York Infantry, #
New York Artillery, U.S. Navy.

Amos Parrish, Dygertos
Sharpshooters.

Enos Parrish,*IMichigan Light Artillery.

Edgar James Perkins® 8lichigan Infantry.

Noah Perkins, LMichigan Engineers.

John D. Pickett,'3lowa Cavalry.

Charles E. Plant,"2Michigan Cavalry.



Francis J. Plant, 14Michigan Infanty.
Henry E. Plant, 14Michigan Infantry.
William Plant, 7 Michigan Cavalry.
Edmund R. Porter, 880hio Infantry.
George W. Prentice™Michigan Cavalry.
Enno Pruim, 23 Michigan Infantry.
George Quinton, Z2Wisconsin Infantry.
William Quinton, Michigan 1% Infantry.
Alle Reenders, 25Michigan Infantry.
Eldert Reenders, 2Michigan Infantry.
Enoch L. Rhodes,™Michigan Cavalry.
Eber Rice, 2% Michigan Infantry.
James Richardson, #4ndiana Infantry.
Sylvester Rideout, 15Maine Infantry.
Charles Robertson®llinois Artillery.
Benjamin Franklin Robinson™Michigan
Cavalry.
Ransom Robinson, #Michigan Infantry.
George RogersMichigan Engineers.
Peter Ross, 2IMichigan Infantry.
Benjamin D. Safford, I'7MichiganInfantry.
John J. Saunders [Sanders]Michigan
Infantry [102¢ Michigan Colored
Infantry].

David P. Sanford,*1Michigan Sharpshooters.

Patterson Sankey™"#ennsylvania Cavalry.

William Sankey, 59 lllinois Infantry.

George Schwab, ¥4Michigan Infantry.

James Scott,"2Michigan Cavalry.

Myron Scott, 33 New York Infantry.

James H. SeekMAVisconsin Infantry.

John N. ShannonMichigan Cavalry.

Benjamin F. ShermanMichigan Cavalry.

Warren Skutt, ¥ Michigan Engineers and
Mechanics.

Abram Slaghuis, '8Michigan Infantry.

Joshua F. Smallman, Navy.

Benjamin Smith, ? Michigan Cavalry.

William A. Snyder, Navy.

Thomas Somerset/®Michigan Infantry.

Ambrose L. Soule, T0OMichigan Cavalry and
6" Michigan Cavalry.

Charles E. Soule, ¥MMichigan Cavalry.

James B. Soule, Michigan Cavalry.

Medad Spencer, detachment unknown.

Walter D. Stannard,"2?Michigan Cavalry and
20" Michigan Infantry.

George L. Stearns, lllinois &nfantry.

Lawton B.Stearns, $Wisconsin Heavy
Artillery.

James Stephensori¢ Blichigan Cavalry.
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James Stevensorm®Michigan Cavalry.

Leonard Stevenson;tlllinois Artillery.

Leonard Stickney, SWisconsin Infantry.

Hampton Story, 12Vermont Infantry.

John A. Streng8th Michigan Infantry.

Samuel L. Tate, 132lllinois Infantry.

Hollis Taylor, 29 Michigan Cavalry.

J. Rice Taylor, 123 Colored Infantry.

Charles M. Thatcher *Michigan
Sharpshooters.

Porter B. Thayer,"8Michigan Infantry and %
Michigan Infanty.

William Thirkettle, 8" Michigan Cavalry.

Mathias Thomas, New York Marine Light
Artillery.

John H. Thornton, 38New York Infantry and
4" New York Atrtillery.

Nathan R. Tompkins,*IMichigan
Sharpshooters.

Frank P. Torrance,"2Michigan Cavalry.

Hosea Tracy, $Michigan Infantry.

Nathan Tracy, '8 Michigan Infantry.

Samuel G. Tripp, New York Marine Light
Artillery.

Charles Tuttle, stindiana Hard Atrtillery.

William Vandenberg, tMichigan Engineers
and Mechanics

Tamme Vandentsch, 2% Michigan Infantry
and 28 Michigan Infantry.

Cornelius Vanderboegh, 2Michigan Infantry.

Oscar Vander Hoef, 184hio infantry.

Arend Vander Veen,"™8Michigan Infantry.

George Van Etten "Michigan Cavalry.

Samuel Van Etten,"MichiganCavalry.

Cornelius Van Loo, Z1Michigan Infantry.

Adelbert Van Wormer, "9Michigan Cavalry.

Edmund Van Wormer,"™Michigan Cavalry.

Garret Verhoeks, 21Michigan Infantry.

Joos Verplank, 25Michigan Volunteers.

George Vollmer, 10New York Cavalry

Wyllys S. Walkley, 23 Michigan Infantry.

Alexander Wallace,*1Michigan Sharpshooters.

Martin Walsh, 14 Michigan Infantry.
Peter Walters,'8Michigan Infantry.
William Walters, §' Indiana Cavalry.
Andrew J. Ward, %4 Michigan Cavalry.
Lemuel J. Ward, '$Michigan Infantry.
David R. Water, 101lllinois Infantry.
Benjamin K. Weatherwax, ¥Michigan
Cavalry.
James Webber, Navy.



Frank White, 1# Michigan Infantry.

Nathan H. White, $Michigan Sharpshooters.

Oren D. White, 28" Michigan Infantry.

Oliver O. Whitney, % Michigan Cavalry.

William Whitters [Witters], 21 Michigan
Infantry.

James A. Wildey, 2IMichigan Cavalry.

Peter Wilds, 8 Michigan Cavalry.

John J. Wiseman, Tllinois Cavalry.

Jurrien Woltman, 25Michigan Infantry and
28" Michigan Infantry.

Horace B. Wood, 'TRhode Island Infantry and
4™ Rhode Island Infantry.

John Wood, $Michigan Infantry.

S. Austin Wright, 58 lllinois Infantry.

Frank E. Yates, TINew York Infantry and
New York 73¢ Infantry.

George W. Yates, 10llinois Infantry.

James H. Young, Navy.
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After the war, local veterans formed the Benjamin Weatherwax Post 75 of the Grand Army of the Republic
[G.A.R.]. Captain Weatherwax was killed at the Battl®\zflanga Bridge in Tennessee on April 25, 1864.

As late as 1927, the post had five Civil War survivors: Dr. Arend Vander Veen, George McBride, James
O6Connel |, Enno Pruim, and Charl es N. Di ckinson.

COAST GUARD FESTIVAL

In 1924 local residents proposed a ocaumity picnic to honor the Coast Guard and its members.
Unfortunately, rain delayed the inaugural picnic for a year, but in 1934, under the leadership of Chuck
Bugieleski and a specially selected committee, the first expanded picnic was held, just efaree&tand
Havends giant Centenni al Cel ebration. The next ye
by 1937 the Junior Chamber of Commerce planned and implemented the first Water Festival, which
included three days of competitive racesl|glrand water demonstrations, and other activities. The Coast

Guard CutteEscanabdeld open houses at each Festival until the start of World War II. The first Festival
Queen, Jessie Olsen, was crowned in 1939.

During World War 1l the festivities nearlgame to a halt. However, even during those years a small
observance was held annually to celebrate the anniversary of the United States Coast Guard. Before long,
the summer season was climaxed each year by the Coast Guard Festival during the lastukeakaf J

the first week of August. By official authorization all other military branches celebrated their advent on
Armed Forces Day in June. The Coast Guard grew with Grand Haven, and a mutual bond evolved through
the years. Every Coast Guardsman servingtiand Haven was made an honorary citizen of the town.

COAST GUARD/ LIFE SAVING SERVICE

Captain William Robertson Loutit formed the first crew of volunteer lifesavers in Grand Haven in February,
1871 with Captain Richard Connell in charge. It was refameaas Station Number Five. Five years later

the first paid crew of surfmen began work, with Captain Connell still in charge. Many similar life saving
groups were formed along the countryébés waterways.
volunteer crews and organized them as an agency of the U.S. Treasury Department. The new agency was
called the United States Life Saving Service. The local volunteers were organized formally on May 1, 1877,
with Captain Loutit as first Superintendent. Granaveh at the start was assigned to the Eleventh Life
Saving Service District, but it was transferred to the Tenth Life Saving District in 1915. On August 4, 1790
Congress formed the Revenue Cutter Service, also part of the United States Treasury. ltumék not
January 28, 1915 that another Act of Congress established the Coast Guard by combining the Life Saving
Service with the Revenue Cutter Service. In 1939 the Coast Guard absorbed the Lighthouse Service, and
three years later it became responsibletiier Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation. In 1967 the
Guard was reassigned to the Department of Transportation for its peacetime duties, but fell under the
jurisdiction of the Navy during war and other times designated by the President.

The first life-saving station was built on the north side of the Channel in the late 1870s. It was two stories
high, with a lookout post on the roof. The station was equipped with otersiiteboat, a selbailer, and

one surf boat. In late 1921 or early 1922 ttgefal government purchased from Charles E. Soule and the
William N. Angell estate a parcel of land slightly up river from the existingsiifeing station. There a

larger building was constructed by Alvin Morrison of Port Huron and occupied on Decemi&222|n

1937 the lifeboat section was expanded from two stalls to four. In 1989 the Coast Guard moved into a new
brick structure on the Grand Haven side of the Channel, and the old buildings were sold to a private party
in 1990 for $325,000. About therma time Coast Guard Group Command relocated its administrative
offices to a building owned by the Board of Light and Power at 650 South Harbor.

On August 5, 1889 the Life Saving Service issued the first regulations to define appropriate uniforms for
thelight house keepers and surf men. Th-bluekdeublpheasiedds uni f c
coat of either kersey [twilled wool] or flannel with matching vest and trousers. A dark blue cloth cap with

visor and chin strap also were required. Keepgr uni f or ms wer e embel |l i shed w
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with the USLSS symbol . Sur f melmedsted, withind est,rarsd plaire r e s i
bl ack buttons. Members were required to paboyt for t|
$20 and the optional overcoat about $17. Surf meno

Keepers of the Grand Haven Life Saving Station were Richard Connell, July 11, 1876 to 1879; John De
Young, February 21, 1879 to November 22, 1884; Thomas Beauvais, Jauadsd2 to June 30, 1888;

John Lysaght, July 9, 1888 to April 19, 1910; and
the Coast Guard was formed.

Among the commanders of the Grand Haven Lifeboat Station, Captain William Preston was one of the
most colorful. Known as ACap, 0 he was respected art
entered the U.S. Life Saving Service in 1904 and retired from the Coast Guard in 1939. He came to the
Grand Haven station in 1922, where he remain&d his retirement.

Kelly Park, later renamed Escanaba Park, was built by the City of Grand Haven in 1933 and dedicated to
the memory of Lt. Commander John Kelly, Commander of the Tenth Coast Guard District from 1930 to
1933. The name was changed to Bsdxa Park on August 4, 1949, in honor of the fistanabaand the

101 men lost with it while on convoy duty in the north Atlantic in June, 1943. Previously the cutter had
been stationed at Grand Haven, where it arrived on December 9, 1932, with Cominaasigl®erkins in

charge. During those years the ship and its men, along with their families, had become an integral part of
the local community. Toward the end of World War 1l the mast of the origisednabavas brought to

Grand Haven, and in 1944 it winstalled in Kelly Park.

During World War |1 a Coast Guard training base w
using buildings which had housed the Civilian Conservation Corps [CCC], a depression era agency. The
Coast Guard training basardled about 500 trainees at a time. Nearly 6,000 men were trained at the base
during that period. A rifle range was used for target practice by the crews of various crews Coast Guard
cutters on the Great Lakes, and in the summertime distant boomingeady aludible as the ships fired

practice salvos with their big guns.

The cutteWoodbinewas stationed in Grand Haven in 1947 to replace th&kisinabaShe was brought

in under the command of Lt. Urial Leach and later was commanded by Lt. Fred Garetiely others.

When theWoodbinesailed out on January 26, 1972 to be decommissioned, the tug Raritan made its
appearance for a few years, but eventually no Coast Guard ship was assigned to the port of Grand Haven
on a permanent basis.

The Tri-Cities Hisbrical Museum has in its collection a fourth order Fresnel lens which served the port of
Grand Haven until modern technology replaced it. The side glasses added to the brilliance of the light as it
made a complete turn. A fitHe partrot GrancoHavke from 1855 te then e | I
1960s. Side glasses added to the brilliance of thim@0light as it made a complete turn. In 1856 a
revolving lens installed in the lighthouse above the State Park was run by clockwork that produced a flash
evely minute and a half. When the light was guarding the entrance to the harbor it could be seen for a
distance of 15 miles. The lens was moved to the south pier lighthouse tower in 1905. When this light was
first used, it was fueled with a bowl of whale aallting a wick that had to be lighted by hand. Later on the
system was changed to candles and, finally, to electricity. The Coast Guard had the important responsibility
of keeping the light burning all the time; for that reason, the catwalk, how abandwsedecessary.

During a storm it was especially important for a member of the Coast Guard to be able to relight the candle
if it blew out. Fresnel lenses were used all over the world, and some are still in use. They may be larger or
smaller than the one #iie Museum.

Before the days of marine radio, a watchmands pos:i
patrolled the twemile stretch, looking for distress signals on Lake Michigan. Upon reaching the post the
surfman on duty took a key from compartment in the post and punched the clock he was carrying,
recording the time on a paper disk. The record eventually was forwarded to the commander of the post. The
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men who wal ked the beat were called Mpoamdimpg
particular post no |l onger in use was fAborrowe
that person knew the history of the post, it eventually found its way to H@ities Historical Museum.

umodea
do b

The Escanabawas the first Cast Guard cutter to be stationed in Grand Haven, arriving in a blizzard in
December, 1932. At that time she was a sleek and beautiful white ship, as shown by a model owned by the
Tri-Cities Historical Museum. When tliescanabavas called to duty in World ¥f 1l she was put in the
shipyard and painted with camouflage colors. The mast, later placed in Kelly [Escanaba] Park and
maintained by the Boy Scouts, was removed and the ship was fitted with guns and depth charges. The ship
then went on convoy duty ineéhNorth Atlantic. It made several trips from the United States to England
protecting other ships that carried men and material in the convoy. It figured in the rescue of many men
when ships were torpedoed, including Barchester In February, 1943, tHeorchester a troop ship, was
torpedoed in rough seas in the North Atlantic, andBbeanabaescued 133 of the 226 men. The rescue

was later dramatized in a painting on display in the Museum.

Four months later thEscanabawvas torpedoed and sank so rapidly that only two men out of the crew of

103 were saved by thHearitan Those two men returned to the Grand Haven Coast Guard festival nearly
every year. Raymond O6Mall ey of Chi caskgtdo disppap.e of t
The others survivor was Bosunds Mate Melvin Bal dwi
Lost with his ship was Lieutenant Commander Carl Uno Peterson, the Skipper. Also on display at the
Museum was a model of the Coast Gueutter Raritan, which was with théescanabavhen it sunk and

picked up the two survivors; it was stationed in Grand Haven between 1972 and 1979.

COLORED INSTITUTE

In 1900 plans were announced for a fACothedGrardd | nst i
HavenTribuner epor t ed, Anin the old Ferry | ot on Fifth a
Chicago was the fApri me mov e-+educatiohal institude wasnatraimypung s e .

people in business courses and namital arts. Scheduled to open in the fall of 1900 with an enroliment

of 200 students, Reverend Grabo predicted the school would grow to 600 students within a few years. A
subsequent article a few days | atmstituteofthe krmthe ed t h
north. o The primary sponsor of the project was re
which at that time maintained several similar schools in the south but none in the north. Grand Haven was
selected, thdribunec ont i nued, because of Afour | ocation and
being drawn by an architect in Atlanta, Georgia. The final article about the proposed school appeared a
week later, when a letter to tlBrand Haven Tribunérom Reverendsrabo was printed, reaffirming that

plans for the school were moving ahead. Nothing was found to explain why the project never came to
fruition [Tribunearticles, February 21, February 24, and March 1, 1900].

COMMERCE/RETAILING

I't i sndt c | thedfirst retail/@mmelcial establishment opened in Northwest Ottawa County.
Around 1838 Clark Albee started a general store at approximately One North Harbor, today the site of the
Tri-Cities Historical Museum. A Ferry enterprise may have preceded Albae/éar. Lillie recorded that

a warehouse built by White and Ferry in 1835 on the river side of Harbor Drive [Lot 9] was sold to
Robinson, White, & Williams in 1836, but it was shown in a government map dated 1866 as being the Ferry
& Sons warehouse. Itay have been the first retail establishment in Grand Haven. An advertisement in an
1852 issue of th&rand River Timesead,iiFerry & Sons, Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries, Provisions,
Hardware, Clothing, Boots and Shoes, Crockery and Meditiaks manufaturers and dealers in all

kinds of Lumber. Water Street [Harbor Drive], Grand Haven. Wm. M. Ferry, Jr. Thos. W. Ferry, Wm. M.
Ferry.o

have been Sanf

The first appar el store appears to
t he | do0 coul dndt have

Little Poekse TCHaltthi er t o Wo r
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the northeast corner of First and Washington Stre
Days in Grand Haven, 0 t he andS$tédgemman gerefalestore lzethg oneoof t h e
two retail establishments then available in Gran
Stegeman was | ocated near the northwest corner of
correct, Ferry & 8n no longer operated as a dry goods establishment by the late 1850s or early 1860s. Mrs
Brayton was the daughter of Isaac Sanford, who owned the clothing store. She married James P. Brayton

in 1884.

Around 1856 George Hubbard opened the first tin anddeedstore in Grand Haven. Located at the corner

of Washington and First Streets, the store eviden
67 Washington [Lillie], a number no longer in use, but presumably close to the northeast corner of
Was hi ngt on and First. I n 1871 Fbtoty brck lwbildilguat 11¥  Gr an

Washington and ran his hardware business there.

The longlasting Bilz Hardware business opened in 1866, very close to its current address at 304 West
Savidge. ehard Cook and Daniel Downs, later owners of the business, in 1998 bought the Bilz house at
107 South Division with the intent of converting it to office space.

Frederick D. Vos was an early retailer of groceries and other items. He opened his stdehmithite as
partner for the first few years, and advertised |
Supplies. Fruits, Confectionery, School Materi al s
death in 1910. George W. N&t and John Stark opened a hardware store aP@82Nashington in 1869.

Since the Akeley Block was constructed at this site in 1871, it is possible the hardware store went out of
business then.

An enduring clothing and dry goods establishment was VaBdeoch & Company, also known as the Big

Store. Gerrit Vanden Bosch was the founder of the business located on the northeast corner of Third and
Columbus Streets, which he began in 1875 and at that time included groceries and dry goods. In 1884 a
clothing department was added under the management of Thomas and Henry Vanden Bosch, and the three
Vanden Bosches then formed a partnership, although they advertised as different businesses. For instance,
this ad ran in the 18%istorical and Business Compendiuin:TVan Den Bosch & Bro. DEALERS IN
CLOTHI NG. HATS, CAPS, UMBRELLAS, GENTLEMENG6S UN
SHIRTS, COLLARS, CUFFS AND NECKWEAR, AND JEWLERY, TRUNKS AND VALISES. THIRD
STREET, GRAND HAVEN, MI CH. 6 An adv er two pagas @atert feat
nG. Van Den Bosch & Bro. THI RD STREET, GRAND HA\
Complete Lines of DRY GOODS. NOTIONS, CLOAKS, JACKETS, CARPETS, WALL PAPER, LAMPS

AND TOYS. Baby Buggies A SPECI ALTY.Inl8¥WMartheamdt | y gr
Thomas withdrew from the business, and their sons Charles, Conrad, and Bert joined. By 1908 at least six
Vanden Bosches were associated with the business. The original building erected on this site in 1884 was
known by 190t0oraeso tdared fdBdwygerSti sed itself as such,
Vanden Bosch Clothiers and Dry Goods. Several Vanden Bosches were in the business, including Bert,
Charles, Conrad, Gerrit, and Henry. The frame building had entrances orohatibds and Third Streets.

Ed Baas acquired the clothing business in 1943, and in 1951 he replaced the wooden structure with a new
building. Baas eventually acquired the property just to the north and opened the Country Store at that site
asashopforwoemn6s <c¢cl ot hing. That department was moved
clothing business took the name of Baas® Mends St
over the business. The Grand Haven store closed permanently in late 1999.

At the age of 20 Peter Van Lopik in 1881 started a general store with his father, Gerrit, and brother, Anthony

[ Anton] and called it Van Lopik & Sons. It was | o
Agency on the northwest corner of Wasgjion and Second Streets. In 1885 the store was moved to 206
Washington Street. Gerrit retired about 1890, and Peter and Anthony operated the store as G. Van Lopik &
Company. When Ari e Van Tol a n d-inGe,remtared th@&ukiness ms Ger
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1907, the Van Lopiks turned to other enterprises. The younger Peter Van Lopik also owned and operated
the Central Clothing Store in downtown Grand Haven. Gerrit, who was born in 1822, retired around 1890,
Anthony died in 1902, five years befonés father, and Peter passed away in 1929. The surviving Van
Lopi k, Peter P., continued the familyds clothing
downt own Grand Haven after his fatherds deat h.

At one time the Reichardt family had aiser of shops located in the 200 block of Washington Street. The
business began when John Reichardt came from lllinois to found Reichardt Business Machine in 1908, with

a close connection to Daniels Office Supply in Muskegon. In 1914 John Reicharddniarmia Lynn,

who started a gift shop the same year. A womanos
was named for Abigail Bos, a neighbor of the Reichardts and fashion editor rathé Haven Tribune.

Reichardt also ran the Style Shop,ethcarried mediunpriced clothing and was located a bit farther down

the block. Their son, Jack Reichardt, carried on the business. He, with his wife, Libby, continued the
tradition of stocking the store with items picked up on buying trips in Europby lént her name to the

gift shop by calling it Ad Lib. The Abigail closed in the late 1950s, and Ad Lib shut its doors in 1997.

Inthemidil 970s Jack and Libbyébés son, Field Reichardt,
gourmet food departmentn t he f or mer mené6s shop, | ater expandi
then moving the Grand Haven shop closer to the waterfront until closing it in 1988. It was the last store in
Grand Haven to bear the Reichardt name.

In 1918 Jacob Cook openedgrocery store at 1118 Washington. Ten years later he converted to the
hardware and plumbing business. In 1954 he and sons Ed and Al erected a new building at 1116
Washington. Later they bought the grocery store building at 1100 Washington and opémédiarteand
appliance store, with Al in charge. A son of Al, Jack Cook, managed the hardware and plumbing business
in more recent years. A second son, Jim, also was in the business.

COMPANY F

About 40 Grand Haven men or gahitzédfahemyel vas Apni (
group was appointed for state service, the members were mustered in as Company F, Second Regiment of
the Michigan State Troops. Although part of the State militia, Company F was a stock company and
financed entirelyby | oc al Ai nvestors. o6 This was in -the da
supporting, so no one thought it unusual when in 1881 Company F, without any outside financial assistance,
purchased the Old Music Hall for use as an Armory. Because Corapaay a social as well as a military
organi zati on, the Armory, earlier known as the n
community activity center for music and traveling stage shows. It was renamed the Company F Opera
House in 1886.

In the early years the militia were seldom called upon for actual service. However, 1881 was a particularly
busy year. Company F was sent out twice, once to the county jail to protect a prisoner in danger of being
murdered by fellow inmates, and once to Mggkeduring a large sawmill strike.

Ordered to mobilize for service in the Sparfsherican War in late April, 1898, Company F was linked
up with the 32 Regiment of the Michigan Volunteer Army. Although the men saw no fighting, many were
stricken by disease because of unsanitary conditions.

After destruction of the Opera House by fire in 1902, Company F built the Armory that still stands on the
corner ofSecond and Franklin Streets. In the new Armory the company resumed its drills once more.
Company F merged intothe™&A Red Arrowo division for WWH combat.
met at the Armory by cheering family and friends.

During World Warll Company F saw 21 months of fighting in its 41months of overseas service in the
Philippines and New Guinea.

57



CRECHE

In 1962 Mayor Bill Creason prevailed upon Grand Haven resident and artist Betty Ellis to design the scene
and the figuresor a nativity scene to be set up on Dewey Hill each Christmas season. Betty, who had
studied costume design and illustration at Columbia University, designed the layout and figures for the
cr che. Her creation clearly met tthedireaparonend,s e X p ¢
which traditionally set up a creche scene in Central Park each season. The fire fighters gave their unqualified
support to the Dewey Hill project. Beverly Mills Dornbos lent Betty some {caneed camels from Egypt

to use as modelshe figures consisted of eigfdot shepherds tending flocks of felmot sheep; 22oot

angels; 3Zoot camels; and an oversized manger, their size necessary so they could be seen from the Grand
Haven side of the river. The abandoned Kroger Grocery Stof&eoond Street provided ample space to

cut out the large, plywood figures and paint them. The holiday message was approved by local clergy and
on December 2, 1964 the Nativity Scene was lit up for the first time. Mary Creason, a licensed pilot, flew
Govenor Romney from Lansing to Grand Haven, where he presided over the festivities, which included a
candlelit parade, a choir, appropriate messages, and a magic switch that the Governor triggered to flood
the hillside with light to illuminate the impressiseene. It became an annual event, including carols played
through the Musical Fountain loudspeakers. Ten years later the wooden figures were replaced by porcelain
cutouts manufactured by Challenge Porcelain Company. Betty Ellis also painted thoseeWwoyeaifs

church volunteers set up the figures the first Saturday after Thanksgiving, but in the early 1980s Grand
Haven Rotary Club members took it on as an annual project. Buss Ringelberg of Challenge Porcelain
offered to powder coat the figuressotheydin 6t need to be repainted from \y
were put on hinges, allowing them to be laid on the ground during Hseadbn, thus simplifying the task

of setting up the inspiring scene. Legal issues caused the holiday displagisodrginued in 2014.

DEWEY HILL

Jacob Glerum, an unfamiliar name to most Grand Haven residents, holds the distinction of having been the
man who bought Dewey Hill. Not for himself, obviously, but on behalf of the city of Grand Haven from
the state of Mihigan.

On March 18, 1909 Jacob Glerum was in Lansing att
City Clerk, had been commissioned to bid on the property across the Grand River. The property came into
the ownership of tnhnei ncg toyf, amanrekwsrapghHalenArdeusbeaiegie , 0 t h
The cost was $2 per acre, at 68 acres, the total spent was $136.

The first railroad station to serve Grand Haven, built in 1858, was located at the base of Dewey Hill.
Passengers were ferriedilween Grand Haven and the hill until 1870, when the railroad track was rerouted

to the foot of Washington Street and a depot built
In 1882 the Army Corps of Engineers reported Dewey Hill was 190high, and by the 1930s wind

erosion had reduced it to 122 feet. At the suggestion of Grand Haven physician Edward Hofma, the hill was
named in honor of Commodore George Dewey, hero of the Spamishican War.

In 1962 Dr. William Creason, Mayor of Grakthven., assembled a group of 18 volunteers to help make
his dream of a Amusical fountaindo on Dewey Hill ¢
remains operational today.

In 1965 a tradition began atop Dewey Hill of raising &a@@ cross dring the Fourth of July celebration.

In 1999 Grand Haven city council voted unanimously to end cross raising during the Independence Day
festivities citing concerns it violated the constitutional separation of church and state. The first crosses
erected o Dewey Hill, courtesy of the Ku Klux Klan, were set ablaze in 1923. The practice stopped after
a few burnings.

58



DUNE RIDES
In the late 1950s John Klomp of Grand Haven rented dune land from Construction Aggregates on the North

Shore for the purpose of offemg buggy ri des over -whdeldrive\ehiceywetei | | s .
painted bright red and could seat six or seven passengers. His open buggies with bench seats were called
Dune Schooner s, similar to Mac Wooongrdidesvitieawilalflec o ot er

seasonally into the 1960s. They provided passengers with rides over several hundred acres of untouched
dune land.

EQUAL RIGHTS CONFERENCE

On April 7, 1894, th&srand Haven Tribune an t hi's i tem: AThe col ored peo
towns met last evening at the home of Mr. John Williams and elected the following delegates to the Equal
Rights convention which meets at Grand Rapids April 10 and 11: F. R. Graves, EdwadH{inkey

Blount, Nathaniel Smith, Hezekiah Smith, Ephraim Molson, and John Williams. The convention has a

number of purposes, but aims at the advancement
annual Equal Rights session, but the first timeébe held in Grand Rapids. Grand Rapids newspapers
reported the event in detail. One article noted t

association. Among the scheduled speakers, all Black, were Professor William Sanders Scalbtgpugh
President of Wilberforce College; Reverend Dr. Joseph J. Jones, founder of Zion Baptist Church in Steelton,
Pennsylvania; William Q. Atwood of Saginaw, a freed slave who became a wealthy lumber baron; and
David Augustus Straker of Detroit, who beata Mi chi gands f i r st Bl ack judge
conferees included the need to establish fAmanuf ac
associations, the publication ©he Michigan Advangedhe affiliation of the organizatiowith a national

group, and a plan for a mutual i nsurance company.
keep it [the association] out of politics, and so there is no accusation that it is being used as a political
machine. Inthisway ahighe usef ul ness of tGrand Rapids DemogralprilslO,pr es er
1894]. A session the first night condemned the history of lynching. A speaker the following night noted the

Afwonder f ul advancement of t h efaattbat AfreAendricansaacedobé n t h e
found in every wal k of l'ife and are making great
adopted three resolutions: AFirst, that whil e we

every lav breaker should be punished, it should not be done until a conviction is had at the hands of a jury

of his countrymen. Second, that the government should be based upon reciprocity and while the government
demands of the citizens his property and lifeifsmprotection it should render protection to the life and

property of the citizens. Third, all departments of county, state and national government should be based
upon competency and fitness for the position held by the officers, thafAfesicans shdd see that these

principals are carried out in all their minor affairs, and that no distinction should be made on account of
race affiliation.d Another speaker, J . H. Gr ay, s
therace. Inaddit;t, t he negro must be permitted to exercise
elected was from the Grand Haven ai®@eahd Rapids HeraldApril 12, 1894]. The only follow up in the

Grand Haven Tribunevas a onesentence statement that appdareon Apr i | 11: AThe col
Rights Association held an enthusiastic meeting i
conference | found no other mention or record of

appeared nther in the 189Business Compendiunor in the 1890 census. Information about an Equal
Rights Association for Black citizens, before or after 1894, also remained undiscovered, except the
reference to three meetings of the association preceding theiggineGrand Rapids.

ESCANABA [COAST GUARD CUTTER]

See Coast Guard.
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EUROPEAN INFLUENCE

Soon after the beginning of the@entury the Indians began to see men who had skin much lighter in

color than theirs. Many of these men were able to write and dsta&terding where they found certain

tribes and some of the things they found them doing. Among the earliest was a young Frenchman by the
name of Etienne Brulé, the first white man known to have seen the land we now call Michigan. His trip
through the Miclgan waters in 1618 on an expedition searching for a new passage to the Orient beat the
Pilgrim landing at Plymouth Rock by two years. In 1634 the Frenchman Jean Nicollet became the first
white man to actually set Idngbeforefortraderd) soldiersgand Jesuif t hi
missionaries arrived in this vast wilderness.

Father Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet, both Jesuit priests, started out on their famous voyages in 1673.
On his return trip in 1675, Marquette coasted the gasteore of Lake Michigan and may have stopped at

the Grand River to explore it. Later the Grand River was part of a waterway route to Saginaw, entailing one
or two short portages. Father Marquette started the first permanent settlement at Sault Site 18/82ie

and other churches, trading posts, and forts followed in the area generally referred to as Michilimackinac.
In July, 1701, another Frenchman, Antoine de la mothe Cadillac, was the first European to set foot on the
ground where Detroit is today @mwas credited with founding the city. These Frenchmen were the first
Europeans to interact with the Native Americans of Michigan.

The British also visited the Grand River. On Thursday, October 21, 1779, a British sloéje)itits,

started on a tour dhe lakes. On Sunday, ten days later, she entered the harbor at the mouth of the Grand
River. She was big and beautiful, compared to the little boats that normally came to the port. Captain Samuel
Robert son, a Scot sman, d eane in théoriged abouhtveo cdibbel ldngthsand n  h i
moored her with the anchor on the shoar, the bank being steep too so that we stept from the vessels gunwhale

on shoar; the narrowest part of the river at the entrance is about 70 or 80 yd. wide, three fatitbfos

deep, upon the hare is two fathoms. 0

TheFelicity was to pick up 150 to 160 bags of corn, which were supposed to have been at the mouth of the
river. The Captain was informed he would Iikely f
Pet eo] had told them that the Indians had fl ed t&h
sent a small boat up the Grand River to investigate and also to see if they could find the corn. They went as
far as East manvi | Ifired absirgle tndiath, angt eveamat thecvillagé at thé mouth of
Crockery Creek. Thé&elicity continued its voyage, but without any Indian corn, a commodity the crew
depended upon for sustenance.

The advent of Europeans in the Michigan territory and the fiiwmaf an independent government in 1776

doomed Indian title to the land. Successive treaties in 1785, 1787, 1795, 1807, and 1821 whittled the land
south of the Grand River away from its original occupants. The lands north of the Grand were ceded to the
United States in 1836 when Chief Noonday [Nonoquahezich], head of the combined tribes of the Ottawas
and Potawatomies, signed a treaty at Sl aterds Mis

FIRE BELL

A 600 pound copper bell was installed in the Spring Lake §&llHall in 1893 and used to alert residents

to a fire. It was removed from the hall in 1905 and placed on the water tower until 1945, when it was again
removed and put into storage. Around the time of the Spring Lake Centennial in 1969 it was mounted in
front of the Township Hall and Fire Department building in memory of Spring Lake firemen.

FIRE DEPARTMENTS
City of Grand Haven

The first organized effort to fight fires occurred in 1856, when a group of Grand Haven residents formed a
volunteer department. The volunteers wore armbands for identification. They collected their equipment
from houses around the city, where it was stofde gear consisted of ladders and leather buckets to carry
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water. After a fruitless attempt to organize a group of volunteers in 1857, a Grand Haven fire department
was formally inaugurated in 1863 with Isaac H. Sanford as Chief; David F. Miller ASs&ttant; James
Donnelly, Foreman of the Rix Robinson Engine Company; and John Thornton, Foreman of the Pioneer
Hook and Ladder Company. It was reorganized in 1869, when the City Council appropriated funds for the
department and for construction of a istatat the corner of Second and Columbus Streets. The city also
purchased a twawheel hose cart. The first Captain was John Palmer. A fire engine, named the Rix
Robinson, was purchased in 1871. Made in Hudson, New York, by the firm of Clapp & Joneghédvei

5,250 pounds, cost $1 per pound, and was pulled by a team of horses. A new steam pumper, purchased in
1877 [1879] at a cost of $3,000, was called the George Parks. That same year an auxiliary station was built
at the foot of Clinton Street near theadinel. Some of the early firefighters were Gerritt and Edward Bottje,
John Palmer, Captain, Abram Fisher, James Van Bemmelen, Peter Wierenga, John Van Dongen, Dick Bolt,
John Fisher, Gerritt Dykema, Anthony Pippel, Edward Bottje, and William Smith, wha drager.

In 187778 a new central fire station was built as part of the City Hall. It was located on the southwest
corner of Washington and Fifth Streets, adjacent to the County Court House. The station also housed the
Police Department. A steam whistad call boxes were put in to alert the volunteers to a fire and bring
them to the station. The first driver to arrive at the station got the job of hooking up the fire engine and
driving it to the fire, for which he received $1. The call boxes were ifionst years.

By 1881 there was an auxiliary fire station on Water Street at the foot of Clinton. Another fire station was
erected on the northwest corner of Washington and Griffin Streets [1251 Washimg®tycestory frame

fire barn had a bell towen its roof top. A small crew manned a hose wagon pulled by two horses. The
station was abandoned in the Aiigi20s.

Two horses were purchased in 1898 to draw the fire wagon. They grazed in Central Park, across the street
from the main station. Anthony Piphin 1913 became Chief of the Fire and Police Departments.

The ci t ytime firéfighters oe Sicknam, drove the truck. He was hired in 1919 at a wage of $20 a
week. His schedule was 14 days on and then a day off. His first run was to ahférékatltoad Saloon on
the corner of Fourth and Madison [Jackson] Streets, across from the Pere Marquette depot.

Fire horses were retained until it was determined that the truck could make the run faster. In 1919 the police
and fire departments were sepgadh Edward Boomgaard was appointed Fire Chief. In 1920 a new-motor
driven fire pumper truck was bought, more firefighters were hired, and two crews were formed and put on
duty. The truck was, made by the Winton Truck Company in Kenosha, Wisconsin gmeldshgooss the

lake on the steameklabama It had a fourspeed transmission and could hasten to a fire at 45 miles per
hour.

When Akeley School was razed in the early 1930s a new building was erected on the southeast corner of
Fifth and Columbus Streets house the fire and police departments. They moved into their new quarters

in 1936. Boomgaard, who was still Chief, had a salary that year of $1,500. In return for that he was expected
to be on the job from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. seven days a week haditocall at all times. The other
members of the department, Gerritt Vanden Brandt and Henry Hoebeke, received $1,260 a year.

Other firefighters were Case Pippel, John Ott, Ed Koats, Ray Page, Louis Streng, and Gerritt Voshel.
Boomgaard retired in 193@nd Hoebeke was named Chief. He served until 1963, when Thomas Tilden
took over. Tilden died in 1981 at the age of 51, and Joseph Bruneau became head of the department on
January 7, 1982, after Frank Vrablic retired as interim Chief. Vrablic was/ag88eteran.

In 1943 the department purchased an American La France truck, which carried a pump, ladders, chemical
extinguishers, and yards of hose. Powered by-eylifder engine, the truck could pump 750 gallons of
water per minute. The open cab held tHiedighters, and another 12 could ride to a fire by hanging on to

t he tr uck 6-svoyeardlaes a Matkidiegettwgred pumper was bought for $30,000, and the
next year a $15,000 rescue truck was purchased through the contributions of raesidénisinesses.
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The new station house at the northwest corner of Washington and Sixth Streets was begun on May 22,
1974. The Fire and Police Departments moved once more to new quarters the next year.

Spring Lake Village and Township

The early fire departamts were largely made up of volunteers. In the Village of Spring Lake, the Hunter
Savidge Fire Company was in action by the early 1870s, about the same time as the Village Fire
Department . I't isndt clear how tJolenteerswhastened mphani e s
scene of a fire with bucket in hand and ladders on their shoulders.

Through the early decades Spring Lake Township had no fire protection except through agreements with
Grand Haven and the Village of Spring Lake. In 1957 thenBbwp established a Fire Department at which

time the Village and Township merged into one company and were housed in the Village Hall. A 1957

Ford American pumper made in Battle Creek was added to the fleet. Although it was tight, three trucks
could be sgeezed into the twstall Village Hall Fire Station. One of the three fire trucks was considered

to be the AVillage Fire Trucko and always remaine
on a township call.

In 1957 Spring Lake Township budttwo-stall Fire Station in Ferrysburg on the northwest corner of Grand
Haven Road and North Shore Drive. The facility wa:¢
with a 1946 Ford pumper and later in 1957 a 1949 GMC pumper was added eBatapable of delivering

500 gallons per minute. The station was officially opened in 1958. That year a 1958 GMC 500 gallon per
minute pumper replaced the 1946 truck. When Ferrysburg became a city in 1963 it assumed management

of the Fire Barn.

Spring Lale Township built a new station at 106 South Buchanan in 1965. At that time the Township and
Village vehicles that had been housed in the Village Hall were transferred to the new Township facility.
The personnel remained unchanged: the chief and volurdadrsil Village and Township calls were
handled at the new station in the same manner as when the two departments operated out of the Village
Hall. Around 1992 the Township erected a tstall fire station, which also served as a place to vote. It was
located at 18516 174[Old Grand Haven Road].

Grand Haven Township

In the early years the Grand Haven Fire Department responded as best it could to fires which occurred in
the rural townships. But because of distance, lack of equipment, and difficulty adiorglitne fire rescue

efforts, houses and barns often were lost by the time the volunteers arrived. Any anebaltisdzgersons

with a pickup truck helped shuttle water in 30 gallon milk cans to fight fires.

In 1946 Grand Haven Townshppirchased a pumper/tanker and organized its first group of volunteers. The
$5,000 truck was delivered November 25, 1947. Harold Radikopf was the first Fire Chief and Clarence
Reenders was Assistant Chief. The county pumper/tanker was kept at the GrandCiya&tation and

could be driven to the scene of a township fire by atiimé city firefighter and then the township
volunteers took over.

That shared responsibility lasted from 1946 until 1955, at which time Grand Haven Township established
a combinabn Township Hall and twstall fire station at 13300 18&\venue, the northeast corner of 168
Avenue and Ferris Street. The Township hired custodians, one of whom was at the Township Hall at all
times and doubled as the fire truck driver when an atamme in. The first volunteer to arrive at the station
drove the second truck.

In 1984 township residents passed a millage request for equipment and construction of a new station. An
eightstall fire station was built next to the Township Hall and dedicetddbvember, 1994. The station
housed the four most recent fire trucks as well as the DNR tanker used to fight grass fires. The new facility
had a classroom and video training films.
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Port Sheldon Township

Formation of a Port Sheldon Fire Department reziiormal Township approval in April, 1965 and took

over complete protection of the township the next year. Early volunteer members were Wells Penna, Chief,
Jim Zoerner, Captain, Sam Carini, Lieutenant, Burcy Anys, Frank Oudelmolen, Bud Jones, Ron Jones,
Leon Vander Yacht, Daniel Meyer, Glenn Van Slooten, Sidney Hibma, Henry Ver Hoeven, and Leroy Van
Vleet. The department purchased a used John Bean pumper as its first truck.

Robinson Township

In the early years the County pumper was kept at Grand HaveiGiamt Haven Fire Department
responded as best it could to fires which occurred in the rural townships. However, distances were a problem
when time was of the essence. A run to Robinson Township could té&erhbutes, which was not good
enough. In Robiren, as was true of most rural townships, any and all able bodied persons with a pickup
truck helped shuttle water in 30 gallon milk cans to fight fires. But because of lack of equipment and
coordination of effort, flaming houses or barns were usuallydpghe time the Grand Haven pumper
arrived. Grand Haven Township purchased its first fire truck in 1947. By 1955 it had three trucks and a
station. In 1955 the County pumper was moved to the Grand Haven Township Fire Station. All of this
placed fire proteiton closer to Robinson but it was still inadequate. As the Robinson Township population
increased the need for better protection became imperative.

The Robinson Township Fire Department was chartered in October, 1969 with a volunteer corps of five
oficers and 20 firefighters who had |little equipment
was a smoke investigation for which the Grand Haven Fire Department sent the County pumper.

On January 5, 1970 Robinson purchased a 1949 GMC pumper frérartigsburg Fire Department as its

first fire truck. Because the Township had no stat
at14247120Avenue. Al |l the firefightersoé gear, such as
dorated by six area fire departments through a Mutual Aid Pact.

By the mid1990s the Robinson Township Fire Department houses a pumper, a combinationtpnkgrer
two tankers [1,000 and 2,000 gallons] to carry water to the scene, a brush fire truckeandrgency
vehicle for medical calls. The alblunteer force has a roster of 30 persons, all of whom were well schooled
in the use of firefighting apparatus and equipment and completed at least a thamic Bi@&fighting course.

Crockery Township

The Otawa County Fire Chiefs Association awarded its 1993 Firefighter of the Year Award to Joel
Sheridan, Chief of the Crockery Township Fire Department, in recognition of his contributions to the
department and the community. Sheridan was selected for thd awgairt because of his work helping
bring Ottawa County Central Dispatch-tome.

[Much of the Fire Department information adapted from an unpublished article by Lauren Hafner.]
FIRES

A number of fires, large and small, wreaked havoc on Northwest OGawaty, particularly in the early
years of development, and destroyed individual buildings, neighborhoods, and entire sections.

The first massive fire appears to have taken place in Grand Haven on February 21, 1866. It destroyed most
of the buildings alonghe south side of Washington between Water [Harbor] and First, including the home

of the Ferry family, built at 2 Washington in 1835. The newsp&pand Haven Clarionsome years after

the fact [1893], | ooked back eustarted out dtizens dramthelragr a't
slumbers Thursday night. Starting in the direction of the light we found the large warehouse of C. [Clark]

B. Albee in a blaze. The wind was blowing a gale from the west, sweeping the blaze towards the newly
finished RiceHouse, and every exertion was turned towards saving that building. Lines of buckets were
formed to the river. A large sail from one of the vessels in the harbor was spread across the building and
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kept wet and persons were stationed at the windows an@ ooah and although the flames scorched their
whi skers, they worked with a wil!/l and s@ariend t he |
dates this fire to 1868, but no record of such a fire has been noted for that year, and presumably is a mistake.]

The fire of 1871 started at the Haire & Cole Sawmill on Grand River, destroying much of Spring Lake
Village and leaving 70 families homelessd bringing business at the sawmill to an end. Included in the
devastation was Aloys Bilz6s home and business.

Spring Lake experienced another extensive fire on March 18, 1889. The destructive blaze began about one
in the morning ane Mersd i ngregwme Draugv stal ot her buil
Barber Shop, Buckleyds Hardware Store, Annesonos
totaled $35,000.

Grand Haven was the site of o @cwberolf 1889 hrhis fieragpeatss mo s
to have started at one o0o06clock that morning i n Mu
under a rendering kettle may have started the bl a
House,ad t he fire quickly spread west to Slaytonbés G
department was soon on the scene, but a strong southwest wind intensified the flames, spreading them into
adjoining buildings, mostly to the east and northeBlsé mansard roof of the Cutler House caught fire.

The guests were awakened and evacuated in their nightclothes. No lives were lost, but many visitors lost
their personal possessions. Embers flying across the street ignited the First Reformed Churblymddch

to the ground, along with its parsonage. Miraculously, the Magnetic Mineral Springs on the northwest
corner of Third and Washington was spared from the fire. The fire destroyed dozens of homes and other
buildings in its path, despite help from t8pring Lake, Grand Rapids, and Muskegon fire companies. A

total of 52 structures were destroyed or severely damaged, and about 500 people were left homeless. The
total | loss was estimated to be $800,000.

Like the Grand Haven conflagration, a fire in Sgricake early on the morning of May 11, 1893 spread

from the banks of the Grand River northeast all the way to the lake and destroyed much of the town. In
1933 George W. Christman, founder of the Christman Lumber Company in Spring Lake, provided the
Grand Haven Tribunevi t h an eyewitness account: Al remember
blowing from the southwest. There had been no rain during April and things were dry as tinder. The great
hazard in those days was fire. Everything was built fnod, sidewalks, buildings, even the streets, and

a spark fanned by a wind was the dreaded menace.

il watched the old Wi lliam Barrett river boat pas
course on the south side of the channel, as thevabdtburning ship blew huge cinders that were always
dangerous.

Al saw the boat turn and | ater | and at the dock w
with my eye and soon saw a wisp of smoke on the edgings and knew then thad Started. Within a

few hours half of the village was in ashes, including the school house, two churches, and 62 buildings,
homes, and business blocks. That night was a dismal one. People had to be housed, food cooked, and
clothing provided, for the firedd swept along so rapidly the people could save little. The men at the mill

held to the job and bucket brigades were formed to stamp out the slightest danger, but the wind fanned the
fl ames from t hat end of the vi ted apjecof sawdlish &hick p ar k
blossomed quickly into the full blaze Christman described. Soon a small house was on fire, followed shortly
by the school on Exchange Street, the Baptist Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the fire engine
house and some egpment, and a large residential area. The Muskegon and Grand Haven fire departments
responded to the call for help, but the ferocious fire burned itself out.

The First Reformed Church in downtown Grand Haven burned down four times, once on May 4, 1870,
aguin in the big fire of October 1, 1889, for the third time on June 8, 1907, and finally on March 23, 1913.
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Central School, on Sixth Street between Clinton and Franklin, was lost to fire twice. The first time was on
March 5, 1901. This blaze may have besentionally set, although that allegation has not been proved.

The fire was spotted about 8:30 in the evening, but within two hours thea8®Id structure was gutted.

The rebuilt school suffered a devastating fire again, this time on January 28Cu8&®lian Hugo Walters

arrived at the school on that cold morning and noticed that a wooden pulley on the furnace had burned off.
He put out the small fire, called the Superintendent, and suggested that school be closed for the day because
there was no héaAnother custodian, Herm Swift, was at the school at 6:30 a.m. and noticed more flames.

He called the fire department, but the flames spread quickly and soon there was an enormous conflagration.
Fire fighters from Grand Haven, Muskegon, Fruitport, anah@rHaven Township were called in to assist

in putting it out, but within hours the thirgtassroom building was a total loss, totaling a-nailfion
dol Il ars in damage. The school 6s 570 students were
building could be constructed.

The Barn at 215 South Harbor, formerly a warehouse but converted to a skating rink and amusement center,
was destroyed by fire on April 26, 1946. Spectators recalled that the bowling balls exploded from the heat
of the fire,making a sound like a cannon firing off.

One of the largest fires in recent times struck the Camfield Manufacturing plant near Jackson and Beacon
Streets on September 8, 1955, causing $500,000 damage. The Grand Haven Fire Department, under Chief
Henry Hoeleke, brought the fire under control within an hour, but it took more time to complete the job. A
total of 33 firefighters and 25 volunteers assisted in thelHfoug fight.

More recent fires were the $4 million blaze at North Shore Marina on the colterplagyht of January

10, 1982. The fire spread rapidly, fed by the tanks of gasoline and diesel fuel in the storage building. Ninety
firefighters braved 60 mile an hour winds and a wind chill factor of 40 below to put out the blaze. In January,
1963, thesame month that Central School burned down, the Fruitport Pavilion was destroyed by fire, and

in December, 1967 Highland Park Hotel was similarly ravaged. Lappo Lumber in Fruitport suffered an
extensive fire in May, 1965, and Seavers Industrial Finishi88@Woodlawn had a fire on July 10, 1964,

that caused $125,000 in damage. The Road Haus at 11880 U.S. 31 in Grand Haven Township had a
$190,000 fire on July 15, 1974. Sam Garvinoés buil
fire damage in 977.

FISHING INDUSTRY

Prior to 1856 the only peofplreefdiss minmg |wai @ana of ¢ Wi
enough for their own use. However, fishing became an important local industry shortly after 1856. Two
large companies from Milaukee were operating locally by then, with more than 300 nets outside the harbor
and employing about 16 men. The next year the Milwaukee fishermen were using 20 boats, representing
an investment of $16,000, and they employed about 160 men. Five hundets fearboat was considered

a good catch for a season, and the export price was $9 per barrel. The primary markets were Chicago,
Cleveland, and Detroit. 1858 was a poor season, and the price dropped to $4.25 per barrel, with only 13 of
the boats operatin@y 1859 the fisheries of Grand Haven were becoming more important and much of the
fish was exported. A U.S. engineeré6s map of 1866
of the river near and adjacent to the depot at the foot of Deweyr Ridlfishing industry continued to grow.

In 1867, 14 boats, operated by 70 men, engaged in fishing. Supported by a capital investment of $28,000,
765,000 pounds of fish were shipped that year with a market value of $45,360. Six years later the fleet had
expanded to 20 boats carrying 120 men.

The Vanderberg [van der Burght] family, headed by Vincent Vanderberg, fished commercially in The
Netherlands before immigrating to the United States. The family business, started in Grand Haven in 1862,
moved to Muskegoim 1884. It remained a Muskegon business until the last tug was sold in 1966. The

family also owned several fish markets in downtown Muskegon until 1972. One of their fishing ships was

the Pearl, a steam schooner built by Duncan Robertson in 1874 anid@id by Adri an O0Beclk
Haven. This vessel all owed the fishermen to go far
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engine was built at the Ottawa Iron Works in Ferr
along with Haary Fase and Cornelius Van Zanten, also residents of Grand HaveRed@h&vas sold in

1893 and moved to Sault Ste. Marie. Van Zanten and the other stayed in Grand Haven and continued to
operate as commercial fishermen.

Jasper Uitermark, born in 1857, rséal to work for a fishing firm when he was eleven. An article in the
Muskegon Chronicle e cor ded Ui t er mar kdéds memories: fAO06The fi sh
that time. They did not have lead sinkers or wood or metal floats on theiikeetsdy have now days.

They used rocks for sinkers about the size of a |
twine. There was an end about seven inches, left on the strap that was used to fasten the rock to the net.
They used cedar stickabout 28 inches long and about one inch in diameter, for floats. A piece of twine

was also used for tying it to the net. There were generally 30 nets in what they called a gang. This gang of
nets, tied together, was about three miles long. They hadefeotoechang nets on, but posts with a cross

piece nailed on the top, were put in the ground about 25 feet apart. A boy and a man stayed on shore to
pack and mend the nets and three men and a boy went out in the lake to lift the nets. The fishing boats were
about 28 feet long with eiglibot beams. In the fall when the whitefish would spawn they would make

good catches, not far from shore. They had to go
untie the rocks and floats from the nets as dasthe two men pulled them aboard. Another man took the

fish out of the nets. 6 [Uitermark] says they took

In 1878 Uitermark worked for the O6Beck, Van Zan
remembered thatoneday when the big | ake was rough and chopp
that he had an oilskin coat on, for that kept him floating. They turned the tug back and pulled him out with

a gaf[f] hook. The man said that once the tug gave a jerk which hiadéose his balance and fall
overboard. o

By 1882 Grand Havenés fishing business was one of
number of small sail boats were engaged in catching whitefish, pickerel, trout, herring, and othes.varietie

The fishermen had a little village composed of huts huddled on the north bank of the Grand River near the
foot of Dewey Hill.

On May 2, 1889 Henry J. Dornbos started a fish business which, under his able management and that of his
brother, Gerrit J. Datbos, became one of the largest and best equipped in the state. Its reputation for
smoked whitefish chubs became nationwide. The firm of H. J. Dornbos & Bros. operated as one of the
leading businesses of Grand Haven until it was destroyed in 1963 byliarbapidemic traced to their

fish, which had been improperly handled by another party during shipment.

Commercial fishermen commonly used wooden floats. Later, plastic, rubber, foam, sponge, and cork floats
were manufactured for the fishermen. Metal foahade of brass, aluminum, cast iron, or steel, could still

be found, though they were less common. Brass floats were the rarest, since they were quite costly for the
fisherman to buy compared to the other types. Aluminum floats became more and morencammno

during World War Il they brought a nickel a piece to anyone willing to search the beach for strays and sell
them back to the fishermen.

FIVE MILE HILL

Although several theories have been offered, no one seems to know how the mountainous samd dune ne

the entrance to Grand Haven harbor came to be called Five Mile Hill. The possibility that fishermen gave

it that name because the top of the hildl coul d be
itself comes into view from deck levidn to fifteen miles from shore. Another possibility, that a lantern

was hung at night to guide the fishing boats in, apparently ignored the presence of light houses with much
stronger beacons from 1839 to the present, except for the yeard 8852A thrd possibility, that it is a

five-mile walk around the base of the hill, does not match the true distance. Perhaps it as simple as this: it
seemdike a five mile hike when scaling the dune, especially when trekking upward through the soft sand,
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before rads made the climb easier . In 1912 water tanks were built on top of Five Mile Hill in order to
ensure consistent water pressure and to have a reserve on hand. At some point the water system was
relocated to a brick building at 1510 Washington and cdtledtiley Water Works.

FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR

By the early 1600s explorers had pushed inland from the Atlantic Ocean, finding ways to get around hostile
Indians and the mighty Niagara Falls. By following river routes, they were able to penetrate a thousand
mil es or more i nt o Gaherallythey dsatelre OttaawadRiver, conheetediwithr Lake
Nipissing and the French River, and eventually reached Lake Huron through Georgian Bay and points south
and west from there.

Fur traders representing CharMgchel Mouet de Langlade, a Frenchmapemated on the Grand River as

early as 1742. Langlade, headquartered at Michilimackinac, a word of French origin, referring to a broad

area in the Mackinac Straits and including both Mackinac Island and the mainland. Langlade coalesced a
varied band of O#twas, Chippewas [Ojibiways], and Potawatomies, and went to Fort Duquesne
[Pittsburgh] in 1755 to help the French defeat the British army under General Braddock and George
Washington, during the French and I|herdcaatsthWwaten. L an
your lives and lands. The chief beyond the ocean has sent them to prepare for colonists. They will build
roads, towns, and farms. They will frighten away the game and drive out the Indians. You will perish. The
French do not want youands, only your furs. We only want to trade with you. Come with me, help fight

the red coats. There wild.l be many scalps and pris

General Braddock, not experienced in Indian warfare, led his troops right into théhasabhyg the French

and Indians. Braddock was killed, as was most of his army, but young George Washington saved the rest
of the retreating British from total destruction. When the French and Indian forces returned they brought
their plunder back to DetmiMany of the early horses of Michigan were offspring of those brought back
from the scene of Braddockos defeat.

For his service, Langlade was given command throughout much of Michigan, including all of the Grand
Ri ver region, mai rhleydo I[dcnadtieadn & toril Giabbh agg annoaud ho] , wh
name for Grand River, meaning dAfar fl owing watero

Even though the English were defeated at this and other bloody battles, they proved themselves more
powerful than te French at another armed conflict in which these same Indians took part, namely, the Fall
of Quebec. For 145 years, from 1618 to 1763, the French governors in their Quebec headquarters had ruled
the territory that is now Michigan. By 1760 the skirmishetueen France and England would end with

the First Treaty of Paris in 1763, giving England complete dominion over Michigan territory.

FROGS [FLOWER HOLDERS]
Local resident Edward Grant Garnsey got the idea for a flower holder and patented it aboueh8iis or

Al so he copyrighted the name fjapanad for a | ine
Chicago, along with the flower folder. Garnsey was a buyer and executive at Marshall Field. He had the
holders made by a glass company inBear Fal | s, Pennsyl vani a. Hi s daud

might have been suggested to him by his travels in Japan and his desire to emulate the way the Japanese
arranged flowers. Although Garnsey owned a farm south of Grand Haven, Spring Lakeemaasgihe
residence of the patentee. Garnseyods wife, Mary \
southwest corner of First and Washington Streets in 1920 or 1921, and carried china and other items,
including the flower holders. She sold thsbuness and buil ding in 1925. To
are commonly called fAfrogs, 0 although he never kn

FUR-TRAPPING INDUSTRY

The French arrived at the Straits of Mackinac in 1634. For the next 200 years they developediadur trad
business with the Native Americans, sending their product to Europe, half a world away. Long before the
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French arrived, commerce of all sorts had been carried on by canoe in the Great Lakes area-ddmk birch
canoe, being entirely of native north vasomaterial, was perfectly designed for the rough waterways of
North America. Without this Indian invention a largeale fur trade in the Great Lakes region would have

been impossible. The bark canoe was found only above thpatallel, where birch tes grew plentiful

and large enough for canoe construction. The birch bark canoe had speed, was light enough to be carried
over portages, sturdy enough to hold heavy loads of cargo, and easy to repair with materials available
anywhere in the north woods.

The voyageurs, FreneBanadians employed by the fur companies to carry on the wilderness trade, used
two styles of c a nfapecanoe whichevenfuldd uptthie rivers, &ar itbGthe remote
wilderness posts wher e Mounrt rteraald,ed waa s3 6a btuon ddabn tf ,0 oatn ¢
large cargoes of furs from Mackinac Island to Montreal. The voyageurs who manned the North canoes were

rugged adventurers. Referred to as fAhivewnantso [
outposts. Those who paddled the Montreal canoes were novices by comparison and never too far from
creature comforts; they were called the fimangeurs

The name Gabagouache was the Native American term for Grand Haven Inarlpefeared specifically

to the widening of Grand River where it flows into Lake Michigan. Joseph and Madam La Framboise, Rix
Robinson, and Louis Campau used Gabagouache as a staging area before transporting furs to Mackinac
Island between 1790 and 1834&\RWilliam Ferry founded Grand Haven in 1834, following two scouting

trips he to the headwaters of Grand River to convince himself of the appropriateness of Gabagouache as a
place to settle.

When the French surrendered to the English, Chtlekel Moutede Langlade was instructed to ask all
Indians in the Grand River Valley to report at Mackinac in person in order to take an oath of allegiance.
The Ottawa Indians must have made quite a picture loading their canoes and slipping down the river past
Dewey Hll, resolute and sober faced, wrapped in their blankets. They paddled by the towering pine and
branching cedar, then out of the harbor. As they proceeded north their canoes were buffeted by the wind as
they headed for Mackinaw Island. Imagine what th@sdeoked like, with hundreds of canoes beached

on shores of the Island and many hundreds of Indians milling around, not knowing just why they were
there.

Louis Chabollier was |icensed by the Frencho gover
The fur traders continued to reign supreme until the pioneers arrived to make permanent settlements. The
fur traders were mostly, though not all, French or Frenchidnads who took on the ways of the Indians,

even to marrying Indian women. They hadémain married only 100 moons, when, according to Indian

law, a wife might be let go. For the most part the fur traders were unscrupulous in their dealing. In exchange

for valuable furs they would give cheap jewelry or trinkets, which many times wolde tinem a profit

of 600 to 700 per cent. They furnished the Indians with guns, which was especially dangerous when
combined with liquor, a need the white men encouraged. Competition was so great between the big
companies, American Fur and Hudson Bay, tlatous cutthroat means were employed to secure the
business, even to burning buildings and murder.

One of the first important fur traders to actually locate in the fertile Grand River Valley was Joseph La
Framboise. He was an Acadian [Nova Scotian] andieththe granddaughter of one of the most powerful
chiefs of the Ottawa tribes. La Framboise was said to have had a post at the mouth of Crockery Creek by
1780. Another trader, Pierre Constant, could be traced back to 1810. He was an employee afttreiBriti

Company, with a post at Charl eston, on the Grand
east of the present village of Eastmanville. Constant, a Frenchman, was married to an Indian woman and
they had six children. The eldest daughte Loui se [ Li sette], was her fath

1828 she was only 17, but successfully carried on the fur trading business for six more years. She married
William Lasley of Muskegon.
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John Jacob Astor organized the American Fur Compata$08 and granted La Framboise sole charge of

the company for western Michigan, with winter headquarters on the Grand River. La Framboise, whose fur
trading experience went back as far as 1780, spent every winter along the tributaries and the main stream
of Grand River, where he would barter with the Indians for their furs.

In 1809, while camped on the lakeshore between Grand Haven and Muskegon, La Framboise refused
whi skey to an I ndian, who stabbed hi m tcottecheat h i
granddaughter of the Ottawa Chief Returning Cloud
many years, and maintained a post at the mouth of Crockery Creek. Her main operation was later centered

at Ada, on the east side of Grand Riapi . Madam La Framboise was descri.t
form, agreeable manners and excellent deportment ;
1821 she retired from the service of the American Fur Company. Robert Stuart, who wasrnhger rag
Mackinaw, invited Rix Robinson to take charge of
the Muskegon Rivers.

Of all the employees of the great American Fur Company, there was perhaps no one who lived more
peacefully with the indeperdt traders than did Rix Robinson. He was the best known of fur traders on the

Grand River of whom we have an authentic record, and one of the most influential among the Indians. An
early history said this about eftbhad oceugied this poitidncof hi s ¢
Michigan, is mainly attributed the welcome they gave the early settlers, whose encroachments and
occupancy so surely augured t he iHistoricalvand Businessv a | al
Compendium of Ottawa Couniyljchigan, 1893.]

One of Robinsonbés trading posts was | ocated on th
He later became one of the first pioneers in the settlement of Ottawa County. Born in 1789 in Massachusetts,

at the age of 23 Robinswentured west to seek his fortune. The same year he took charge of the American

Fur Company posts in West Michigan he married Fh@hgudWoman, daughter of the principal chief of

the Pere Marquette Indians. One child was born to them, who later wag lasaRev. John Robinson, a
missionary among the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians of Michigan. After her death he married her sister,
River-Woman. Both were intelligent, attractive women. RiVéoman was well educated. His first

marriage was an Indian ceremoiwat Rev. Slater, a Baptist missionary at Grand Rapids, performed the
second.

In October, 1826 the schoon&ndrewran ashore at the mouth of the Grand River. Aboard the boat were
20 barrels of whiskey to be delivered to Rix Robinson for his trading kassikdthough the ship was
wrecked the cargo was salvaged, carried ashore, and buried in the sand. When Robinson returned for it later

A

he failed to |l ocate the barrels. Itb6s possible th

The American Fur Qmpany, with Rix Robinson as agent and sole manager, by 1827 had established no
fewer than 20 trading posts in this section commencing at Kalamazoo on the south and extended to Little
Traverse on the north. At their headquarters in Grand Haven they lad,aastvarehouse, and a dwelling
house with four rooms, occupied by Robinson and wife.

In many ways Rix Robinson was considered a pioneer because he remained in the community and became

a part of it, including the role he played in the TreatWakhington. He was state road commissioner, state

senator from the fifth and seventh districts, associate justice of the circuit court of Kent County, and a
member of the convention that formed Michmifoganédés s
governor. His name stands out as one of the foremost of those who occupied positions of trust and honor in
Michigan. Rix Robinson eventually made his headquarters near Ada. He died January 13, 1875.

Two other fur traders, Louis Campau and RichardfGodo vy , were good friends of
they continued on as pioneer settlers and became
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GABAGOUACHE

The French arrived at the Straits of Mackinac in 1634. For the next 200 years taypdea fur trading
business with the Native Americans, sending their product to Europe, half a world away. Long before the
French arrived, commerce of all sorts had been carried on by canoe in the Great Lakes area-ddmk birch
canoe, made entirely afative north woods material, was perfectly designed for the rough waterways of
North America. Without this Indian invention a largeale fur trade in the Great Lakes region would have
been impossible. The bark canoe was found only in the northlands, bitedrérees grew plentifully and

were large enough for canoe construction. The birch bark canoe had speed, and it was light enough to be
carried over portages, sturdy enough to hold heavy loads of cargo, and easy to repair with materials
available anywherin the north woods.

The voyageurs, Frengbanadians employed by the fur companies to carry on the wilderness trade, used
two styles of c a nfeoe mnoe whicke venfuied uptthe rivers far irko6the remote
wilderness posts where furtradea s abundant, and {fobteandeMiuch transpaatéd, 0 a
large cargoes of furs from Mackinac Island to Montreal. The voyageurs who manned the North canoes were
rugged adventurers who took trade goods to the isolated winter outposts. &eyeferred to as

Ahi vernants, 0 or winterers. Those who paddled the
too far from creature comforts; they were called

A modern fAGabagoua gtwetshal],26 feenlangand cendtrugteal bf fiberglass, was

a replica of a voyageuroés North canoe. The name G
such as the widening of the Grand River where it flows into Lake Michigan. Joseph and Madam La
Framboise, Rix Robinson, and Louis Campau used Gabagouache as a staging area before transporting furs

to Mackinac Island between 1790 and 1834. Grand Haven was founded in 1834 by the Rev. William Ferry
family after Ferry had made two trips from the headwatétbe Grand River to convince himself of the
appropriateness of Gabagouache as a place to settle.

The Gabagouache a n o e , named i n honor of Grand Havenods Na
part of the celebrati on wift hGrtahned shHpaevce nfdi sc Speusrgpuoi scee
original trips on the Grand River, Michigands | onc

The modern Gabagouache was built at a cost of $6,000, half donated by the Grand Haven Rotady Club a

the other half from the Sesquicentennial Committee, funded by the City of Grand Haven. The preeminent
voyageur canoe builder and historian Ralph Frese of Chicago constructed it. After its launching on April 2,

1984 Gabagouachawice traveled the lengtbf the Grand River, traversed the State on the rivers from
Saginaw Bay to Lake Michigan on the occasion of Mi
of Mackinac, and appeared in several land parades. [Adapted from an article by Dr. Dizofd.]Sei

G.AR.
See Grand Army of the Republic.

GAVEL

On April 8, 1888 Le Moyne M. S. Smith presented tc
piece of red beech that had been used in constructing the first frame structure built in Ottawgt CounS mi t h 6 s
written presentation said, AThe building familiar/|l

Second], and which the ruthless hand of public improvement so recently demolished, was erected, | think, in
1836 fifty -two years agotiwas for many years the only school house in town, the only church or place of
holding religious meetings, and in fact all public meetings, as well as the only place for holding County or
Circuit Courts. That such a building should not have been presienvalil time as a memento of our early

history, and as a reminder of the day of small things, is at least a reproach to the public spirit of our city. | beg
you, therefore, to accept this gavel as a relic of our early times, to be used for the bearaditpoéserved

among the valuable possessions of your honorable body, and as a testimony of the kind regards and best wishes
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of a humble citizen. d The gavel was accepted , and
for the cost of an engradeilver plate to be put on the gavel. The gavel remained in use until recent years.

GLACIERS

A unique combination of natural forces provided Northwest Ottawa County withbldmeh sand dunes,
wooded hills and plains,sfertivkee, rameinbadd, | ake,
largest body of fresh water just to the west. The area became an attractive setting for the many different
people who populated the area over the centuries. The first of those people were the Native Americans

The Great Glaciers [1,000,0000,000 B. C.] were the primary molders of Michigan and the Great Lakes.
Long before there was written history, nomadic people were crossing the Bering Straits during the period
of the Wisconsin Glacier, the last of four maglaciers to push down through Michigan and much of the
mid-west. Over long periods of time, these glaciers ebbed and flowed like the tides. The Bering Straits at
times became a solid piece of land connecting Asia to the North American continent. ridigetiple

followed the animals, their food source. They hunted north and crossed over at a time when much land was
exposed because the cold climate had created large amounts of ice, which in turn lowered the ocean water
level. Some of these Indians stayrdilaska and became known as Eskimos. Others migrated south into
what is now the United States, some further into Central and South America. Later, the Indians who
remained on the North American continent migrated back north as the climate warmed gladiéne
receded. The first form of I|ife to follow the gl a
source north as it developed, providing a valuable source for early Native Americans hunting for food,
clothing, and shelter.

T o d achniate is still influenced by the last of the glaciers, which began about 75,000 years ago, although
most scientists say a distinct warming trend is perceptible.

As the ice melted, sand was picked up by huge rivers and carried to the big body of wédtertiaas

called Lake Michigan, taken from a Native Ameri ca
| ake, these rivers slowed up and more sand was an
along their banks. This pegtacial peria lasted from 10,000 to 500 B. C.

The first big lake to follow the last glacier was called Lake Algonquin. The weather then was much cooler
and wetter than it is today. In fact, during the period of Lake Algonquin, the glacier still covered part of the
Upper Peninsula. Because of the advancing warmth and moisture, trees and other forms of vegetation spread
up from the south, took root, and flourished. The dominant trees were thbeanieg spruce and fir.

Huge mastodons, mammoths, giant deer, elk, beandrbarrerground caribou tramped about in those

days. There may have been more mastodons than mammoths, although the remains of about 200 of each
have been found in lower Michigan. The remains of mastodons have been found in Newaygo, Muskegon,
Kent, andOttawa Counties, and most of the counties in southern Michigan.

The mammoth was 13 to 14 feet long, 9 to 14 feet high at the shoulder, had feet with four toes, long slender
tusks that curved outward and upward, a thick trunk and a hump on his back: Wah#ng and black

with a woolly brown undercoat. On the other hand,
hump. Its body was covered with golden brown to black coarse hair. The mastodon especially liked the
spruce seedlings, and they cheivleem with large, powerful teeth that interlocked as their jaws moved up

and down. The other animals in this area looked much as they do today, but were much larger. The Paleo
Indians followed the mastodons, their source of meat, into Michigan abou0 &8 ago.

Around 3,000 or 4,000 years later the weather became drier and warmer. The water in Lake Algonquin,
which had flowed out the Chicago River, found a new outlet through what is now the Straits of Mackinac.
The lake level went down 375 feet, atttwo lakes were formed in the deepest basins left by the glaciers.
The lake to the north was called Lake Chippewa, and the one to the south was named South Chippewa. In
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between and connecting these two lakes was the Grand Haven River, flowing jusiugbwest of Grand
Haven.

As the weather changed, so did the vegetation and many of the spruce and fir trees died and were replaced
with pine. Conditions were just right for large amounts of exposed sand to blow from west to east, the
direction of the preailing winds then and now. The mastodons and Palgians disappeared from the

area, evidently traveling northward as the glacier receded.

Following Lake Chippewa was one known as Lake Nippising. During the Lake Nippising period the lake
level came up t605 feet, the level of earlier Lake Algonquin, and then gradually ebbed to its present level
of about 580 feet above skevel. Lake levels continue to fluctuate, but over the past 140 years have stayed
within 5756 and 58306 deetd averaged a |ittle under

Many places that had been high and dry during the Lake Chippewa period were now either surrounded by
water or completely covered with it. The weather was the warmest that it had been in the last 18,000 to
20,000 years, killing much of the vegetattbat covered the land. Because of the heat and lack of moisture,
sand piled up and formed the huge dunes that the pioneers found when they arrived‘icémeut® and

which we cherish today. Again the type of vegetation changed. The pine forest rigapea#t during the

early part of this period, and then gradually the deciduous trees, including oak and chestnut, took over so
that before this era was over, the trees had reached their optimum growth. The giant animals hunted by the
earlier Indians weralmost completely gone, since only the deer and elk remained. Bison came up from the
south in search of grass, which was becoming more abundant.

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC [G.A.R.]

Following the end of the Civil War, Union veterans formed social andaawgroups around the country.
Nort hwest Ottawa County had at |l east four such
Georgetown Township resident Benjamin K. Weatherwax, who was killed at the Battle of Walanga Bridge,
Tennessee, on April 25, 186Phepostwas organizeth 1882with 18 membersThe firstcommander was
Samuel C. Gloveof Grand Havenwho enlisted in Company G, %4@/ichigan Infantry on August 20,

1862 and served until July 17, 1868mberamet atvarious placeghe Armory onSecondstreetthe Odd

Fellows Hallon Washington Street, and by 1915 they waeseting at the Court House on Washington
Street.The lastcommander was Enno Bruim of Spring LakeHe enlisted in Company G, 2Michigan

Infantry on August 4, 1862 at age d8dwas dischaged as Sergeant on June 8, 188% P o0 s find s

report was filedn late 1926 with 10membersand the Poswas disbanded in 1927.

Spring L&ke Post #279, named for Noah Perkins, was formed in 1884 [1887] and disbanded i@rl912.
September 17, 1861, at the age of 39, Noah enlisted as Sergeant in Company DSdflitigighn
Engineers and died of disedsbronic diarrheain the hospital at duisville, Kentucky, on March 14, 1862.

On August 11, 1862 William Thirkettle joined Company B of tidvBchigan Cavalary and was mustered
out on February 6, 1865. Born in England on August 19, 1833, William died on December 19, 1885 in
Allendale and wa buried at Allendale Township Cemetery. G.A.R. Post #388 was named in his honor.

Arza Bartholomewof Nunicaenlisted in Company G of the 2Michigan Infantry as Privaten August
14,1861 Around January 1, 1863, he was killed in a battle near MubdogesTennessee, and was buried
at nearby Stone River National Cemetérge G.A.R. organization in Nunica, founded in 1891 [1883],
was named Arza Bartholomew Post #136. The group disbanded in 1918.

Dr . Mary Kitchell noted that | ocal Aencampment so
woodso east of Spr i mhgfinglNatidnalEpeampmenkaf th@. AR Wwak heldih8 4 . ]
Indianapolis, Indiana in 1949 and the last member, Albert Woatsbdfinnesota died in 1956 at the age

of 109.

GRAND HAVEN BOARD OF TRADE
See Board of Trade.
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HARBOR STEAMER

Bonnie and Terry Kozanecki of Spring Lake startedHhebor Steametours of the Grand River in 1983.

Their company, organized the year before to building and operate the vessel, was called Kodey, Inc. The
67-foot, flatbottomed vessel measured 14 feet at the beam and was licensed to hold 90 passengers and
crew. It was bdt in the winter of 198B3 by Sashaguay Machine in Saugatuck. A keel was added the
following season to improve control at the helm, and still later the lower deck was enclosed to provide
protection for passengers on cool or wet days. The vessel was gdweaewateicooled Perkins diesel

engine that drove the rear paddles by means of hydraulic motors. The first captaiblafthieSteamer

was retired Coast Guardsman T. J. Thompson. His successor, Captain Lee Achteroff, purchased the vessel

in 1989 and perated it for one year, before selling to Captain Fred Snider. In 1996 Snider sold it to Gary

and Jim Hooyenga, and they passed ownership to Don Messinger and RicKtibishda r t i cl e A A Sh

Log Special: The Harbor 00@amer, 06 by Dick Fox, Au
INDIANS

See Native Americans.

INFIRMARY

See Poor Farm.
INTERURBAN AND STREET RAILWAY

On April 30, 1895 Stephen L. Munroe, George W. Jenner, Sherman H. Boyce, Andrew J. Emlaw, and
George B. Parks organized the Grand Haven Street Railway Compangapital of $25,000. It was

organized generally for the purpose of constructing, maintaining, and operating a street railway in Grand
Haven, but specifically to help develop the resort business by making it easy for vacationers to get to the
beach and Higand Park. The first terminal was on Second Street. The company also purchased land behind
the Gildner Hot el [ Kirbydés Grill] and built a cat
which opened for business in June, 1895, started at the #&tratirFranklin and Second Streets to
Washington, headed to Water Street [Harbor Drive], and then west on Water and along the beach to
Highland Park. In 1903 the line was extended to a loop at Indian Village, the group of cottages just south

of Stickney Ride. The ride to the beach cost 5 cents, and the open cars made stops at each block in
downtown Grand Haven; stopped again at Monroe Station, below the former lighthouse atop the dune;
chugged up to the small Jenner Station, located opposite the laten@yBlue Water Inn]; and finally

ended at BiMar before continuing on to Indian Village. For many years it was thought that the steam
powered engines were called Adummyod engines becau
up A c har areastavo poifits aborigdahe route. However, research done by Grand Haven historian

Paul Trap in 2011 showed that the engines were called dummies because they were quiet and manufactured
to |l ook |l i ke passenger <car s. Adaars[bf@he Streebnailavayjdused a v e n
on such a railway shall be drawn or propelled by steam, compressed air, electric motors, or some other
practical device, used and approve as a motive power in street railway service . . . that if steam motors are
usedupao such railway they shall be in form and const
catalog referred to contains a picture that matches the cars of the Street Railway. The caption under the
pictur e r-B-B-M, Back TuckaFswDriver Noiseless Steam Street Motor, withR&@aa nk . 6 | n
Hi ghl and Park residents referred to the |line as t
Street Railway Company built a dance hall on the beach, near the foot of Lighthouse Blufthéater

building was moved to the foot of the bluff below the Highland Park Hotel, where it became Hyland
Gardens.

About 1902 the Grand Haven Street Railway Company was bought out by the Grand Rapids, Grand Haven,
& Muskegon Railway Company, which had beenomporated three years earlier, and the line was
converted to electric power, using a third rail for most of the route between Grand Rapids and Spring Lake
and then changing to overhead lines.
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Electric railroads, or interurbans, as they were better knoswered the Midwest with a network of rails

by the late 1800s. In the eastern United States, a third rail for electric power was generally used, but in
Michigan, except for the Grand Rapids, Grand Haven and Muskegon Electric Railway, astystay of
overhead power lines was used within village and city limits. In general, the third rail was used only in the
country.

Mi chiganbdés first interurban, the Ypsilanti and
engine, the cars went west on Packapddrto the Ann Arbor city limits. The low fare of 10 cents one way
and the frequency of service, with cars leaving every 90 minutes, contributed to the growth of the line,
which soon was carrying over 600 passengers daily. Electric power was adopte@. imE8few years a
network of interurbans was built in southern Michigan.

The Cilley Electric Road group was made up of Boston capitalists who were going to finance a local line.
They did not favor a route to Fruitport. However, their franchise expirg@at898 another franchise for

an interurban was granted to the United Grand Rapids and Eastern Interurban Company, which laid out the
route as it was finally built. Ithiel Cilley was
buitAh The Castl eo atop Five Mile Hill.]

The Grand Rapids, Grand Haven, and Muskegon Railway Company, incorporated in 1899, served those
cities with an interconnecting ribbon of some 44 miles of electric railway. The railway traveled east and
west through Sprip Lake on what later was called Savidge Street. This was one of the first roads in the
United States to use the thirdil system of power distribution, operating on 600 volts of direct current. A
powerhouse and car barns were built at Fruitport. The spldkthere, one going to Muskegon, and other

to Spring Lake and Grand Haven.

The question of a toll bridge to span the Grand River continued to be a very sore issue between Grand
Haven and Spring Lake. In 1901, the legislature had passedirclayorating the Spring Lake approach

to the bridge within the city limits of Grand Haven so that income from the bridge went into the Grand
Haven city treasury. The Board of Trade reported that a group of Grand Haven citizens and merchants was
going to luy the bridge and make it free, but they were unable to carry through. The Grand Haven City
Council and the interurban company were not able
company did not pick up its franchise. The public wanbedroad. On August 22, an angry Grand Haven

citizen wrote the newspaper suggesting that the decision be taken away from the committee on streets and
bridges and referred to the man on the street. The toll bridge was owned by local businessman Nelson
Howlett. He sold it to Westinghouse, Church, Kerr, & Company, which continued to levy a toll.

In 1901, while negotiations were going on as to the exact location of the interurbamf+ighyt through

c

Spring Lake, the following article appeared in the newspéipgvh i | e we are pleased to

enter our village, we do not like to see it cross the land just east of our cemetery. It is a mistake to allow
this because that land is needed for an addition to our cemetery, and unless the Railroad Gathpany
already secured the right-way from Mr. Lovell, steps ought to be taken at once to prevent that by securing
the | and for the purpose named. 0

In 1902, partly in protest of the toll bridge, Grand Haven voters elected a new mayor, Charles Hoyt. Soon
the city agreed to pay $1,000 annually for the maintenance of the toll bridge. Service over this system began
on February 8, 1902, when the first car entered Muskegon from Fruitport. The following day the first trip
was made on the full length of the roatbiGrand Rapids. All the cars were given names, and the first one

was called ACatherine C.0 after the name of a dau

businessman and investor in the company. In June, 1903, after the toll bridge dif@siligsolved, the
Interurban reached Grand Haven, and in February, 1904 the Grand Haven Street Railway Company was
dissolved. The line subsequently was sold to Westinghetueddéor $18,000.

74



Sleet and snow on the third rail were a major problem. Twiareettimes each winter a severe storm would
strike. Then it was not uncommon to see an employee riding the fender out in front of a car, shovel in hand,
scraping sleet off the Ahot rail .o

The company provided reliable passenger and freight service, tilghfriction or drama in its relations

with township and city governments. In addition to the usual rail excursion business, the company offered

a package deal with both the Crosby and Goodrich steamship lines for service between Grand Rapids and
ChicagoAlow-pr i ced fApanhandledo trip included taking the
boat from there to Grand Haven, and the interurban back to the Furniture City.

Following World War |, wildcat bus operations cut seriously into traffic. Theestas | eni ent reg
policies towards bus lines allowed them to flourish at the expense of the interurbans, although some of the
cities, such as Muskegon, restricted the onslaught of buses.

Business was poor, but by just the extra little bit of revenbiehwesulted from its good civic relations,

the Grand Rapids, Grand Haven, and Muskegon interurban line managed to make ends meet. In 1925 it was
the only traction line in Michigan not in the hands of receivers. But its owners, the United Light and Power
Company, wanted to get out of the business.

In May, 1925 the line was sold to local interests headed by W. K. Morley, President, and S. L. Vaughn,
General Manager. In a fierce struggle with bus competition, fares were cut, but revenues still sagged below
costs. On July 29, 1926, the Federal Court appointed receivers as a result of default of bond interest. The
deficit for 1925 was $80,000 and for the first half of 1926 it amounted to $20,000. In October of that year
service between Grand Rapids and Hollerad discontinued and the Shore Line Motor Bus opened a route
between Grand Haven and Chicago at $7.00 for the round trip.

The Interurban Company petitioned to augment its rail service with buses and began this service between
Grand and Muskegon in June 210 Cars continued to run in rush periods only. At the close of the first full

year under receivership, the loss was $27,768, exclusive of interest on the bonds. Running out of cash, the
company had no alternative but abandonment. This occurred on Apl928, but the company had
discontinued all its electric service in favor of buses the previous February. Subsequently, local
government al units began t o -pfawayddn the purpdsenad laythg f un ct
highways. By April, 1928, worken started to remove feed cable from the iron posts on the sides of the
streets, and a few months later the tracks were removed from downtown Grand Haven, along with the bricks
and curbs, in preparation for laying conduit for street lights. An April @8&ain theGrand Haven Tribune
reported, ALittle by Ilittle the assets of the [ 1] nf
Car Number 20 sold for $650, indicating it must have been in decent condition. In May of the next year
anotter car was sold to someone on Duck Lake. Another one went to Whitehall, where it served as a
refreshment stand. The freight cars were burned.

See also Merlin, for detailed information about one of the Interurban cars. [Adapted from an article in the
Townslip News & TimesAugust 24, 1996.]

JACKIE BAND

Andrew AAndyo W. Thomson organized the Jackie Ban
Sunday school program orchestra. Thomsonds job wa
of2dloys, made its first public appearance i n a Memc

t he Red, Whi t e, and Blue. o0 The group wore white u
Later, their outfits were changed to blue and wisit®jlar to those used by the Navy, and a navy style cap

was added. The new outfits were called fAJackies, 0
Band appeared at Liberty Loan Drives during WW I, played at the departure and homecosoidipcs,

performed in neighboring towns, and, a highlight for the orchestra, at a National Elks convention in
Chicago. The band also held concerts in Grand Ha
members, all boys. The band dissolved in 19@4en the Grand Haven High School Band was formed.
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Among the players was Seymour Van Weelden, who in 1984 gave to {6&i&si Historical Museum the
Conn cornet he had used. Another member, Tony Pippel, was drum major. He wore a brilliant red uniform,
trimmed with gold braid.

LIBRARIES
Grand Haven

In 1880 the Grand Haven public school library was open to the general public, but the first library in the area
intended for the general public was a subscription system, known as the Grand Haven Library Association,
dating to 1874. Its first location wasa room provided by Edward P. Ferry above his office on First Street,
foll owed by several other | ocations before the sc
office was furnished with a stove, desk, chairs, and shelves. Margatetwstar23 years old when she
became the first Grand Haven librarian of record. Isabel Thomson of Grand Haven joined Margaret Stark at
the subscription library in 1883, when she was 16. The subscription library had an annual membership fee of
50 cents and @rged members a rental fee of 10 cents per week per book. The 1901 fire at Central School
destroyed the library and 4,000 books. A library was included in the new school that opened the next year,
but it was not sufficient to meet residentsd need
Undert he | eadership of Dr. EIlizabeth Hofma and the
Andrew Carnegie Endowment Foundation for a new building. A bequest from lumberman Webster
Batchellor also would have provided some funds for the building@mngefv books, but the city could not

meet the tweyear time limit specified in the will. Finally, after years of negotiation with the Carnegie Library
Foundation, in 1913, ground was broken for the construction of a new library on this site. Residéats dona
books, magazines, and furnishings, and Grand Haven schools presented 2,500 volumes. The building opened
to the public on January 3 the next year, with Isabel Thomson as first librarian. She was followed in 1924 by
Helen De Young, who held the positiantil 1959, when Elizabeth von Oettingen became Head Librarian.

Von Oettingen retired in 1979. During her term the library in June, 1967 moved from the Carnegie building

to its new quarters at 407 Columbus, thanks to a gift from the Loutit Foundationetmao $815,000 in

cash and the land on which the library was built. That year the Carnegie building was razed to provide parking
space for a bank building that had been erected on the northwest corner of Washington and Third Street.

Following Von Oettingn as head librarians were Mark Ames, who served from 1979 to 1994; Ellen Benes
Gideon, 1994 to 1998; Charlene Zoet, 1998 to 2001; Sandra Knes, 2001 to 2010; Kerry FitzGerald [acting
head librarian], 2010 to 2011; and John Martuho started in 2011

Spring Lake

The Warner Baird Library arrived at 123 East Exchange Street in Spring Lake by a circuitous route. At a
Spring Lake Township meeting, held on April 2, 1849 at Barber School, voters authorized an expenditure of
$50 for a library. There was no liloyabuilding, and the books were kept in the homes of township officials,

but in an unspecified years the volumes were brought together at the Village Hall. The first librarian was a

Mr Sofisburg, who also acted as janitor of the schoolhouse. William Spaplkeced Sofisburg, and in the
1930s Avis Blackmer Stwults was named | ibrarian. [
Savidge and was open several afternoons each week and at least one evening. Residents donated books to the
library, buttax revenues also were used to support its purchases and operations. A few years after the present
Village Hall was constructed in 1937 the library was given a room there. Stults retired in 1964, and she was
replaced by Ida Parpart. By this time the ligreoasted 5,000 books. The collection was next moved to the
Spring Lake Township Hall when it was constructed in 1965 and a card catalog system was inaugurated.
Parpart, who worked at the library for more than eight years, was assistedtimeavbrkersRuth Holtrop,

Lois Katt, and Thelma Bottema. When Parpart retired in 1972, Holtrop was named Spring Lake Township

Li brarian. The |l ibrarydés hours then were 2:00 to
5:00 on Saturday. A $100,000 difom Warner G. Baird in 1974, supplemented by township funds, allowed
construction of the library at this site. The library moved here in 1977. Books were moved with the help of
school children, who carried armloads at a time. Claire Sheridan replaceapHd{Township Librarian the
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year prior to the move. The library became a District organization on May 2, 1994, and by 1996 it was fully
computerized. In 2003 a new library building was erected on this site. [Adapted from an articlgiiouhe
April 12, 1999, by Mary Mihovich.]

LOG JAM OF 1883

Lewis Cross painted a picture of the Great Log Jam of 1883. Cross, an artist who lived on Grand River in
Crockery Township, east of Spring Lake, witnessed the event. Due to heavy rains in June and again in
August, the water was far above flood stage that year and the current was strong. This was the time of year
when many logs, cut during the winter and spring, were sent down the river to the logging booms and saw
mills. Because the current was so swiffethmen who were supposed to be a
control of them and they went tumbling down the river. The large timbers went in all directions and even
took out a bridge near Grand Rapids. Word spread that it was a dangerous situatioredtearBatyou,

where a logging crew was working, Captain John Walsh, aaomed man who operated a stepowered

pile driver, started driving piles [logs] into the river bottom so that other timbers could be laid across them
to form a dam. Other men workéantically to dig an extra canal beside the river above the place where

the pile driver was working. When the huge log jam arrived at Battle Point, some of the logs went into the
canal and some pushed against the new dam, which had been finished mdtwessastrong enough not

to break. Reportedly, the Grand Rapids bridge was still sitting on top of the logs in the canal, but that has
not been confirmed. Thus the logs, the crop for that season, were saved from going into Lake Michigan. If
they had reachitthe Lake they would have been a danger to the boats that were there, and they also would
have been lost forever, creating bankruptcy for the mill owners and unemployment for their employees.
Captain Walsh was given a gold watch by his employers forrhighy and his ability to work fast and

well enough to get the dam built in time. By breaking the logjam, he had saved them many thousands of
dollars.

LUMBERING

Fur trading was Northwest Ottawa County®md836,ir st i
barely a year after Rev. Ferry and the first permanent White settlers arrived in Grand Haven, the first
sawmill was erected. This marked the beginning of a wild, lucrative, and colorful era in the history of West
Michigan. At that time the broad Meys of the Grand and other Michigan rivers, embracing an area of
several thousand square miles, were an almost unbroken forest. Grand Haven then had pine trees 100 to
150 feet tall. They were three to five feet in diameter and had been standing far as 850 to 300 years.

Generally the forest consisted of pine. The choicest was white pine, which grew in greater abundance in
this locality than anywhere else in the country. The seemingly endless forest, a storehouse of untapped
wealth, did not begin tdevelop fully until about 1840, when the tide of immigration sweeping across the
country from the east rolled beyond the boundaries of the well forested states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
Indiana to the treeless prairies of lllinois and lowa. The setifdtsese prairie states were obliged to look
elsewhere for their timber, and their search stimulated the lumbering industry of the Muskegon and Grand
River valleys. The demand was especially strong after the Civil War and after the Chicago fire of 1871.
Lumberjacks, log marks, buzzing sawmills, lumber shipped on soiggexd schooners were all a part of

the way of life in and around the mouth of the Grand River, especially between 1860 and 1891. At one time
there were as many as 26 saw mills up and doemivier, mainly concentrated around Mill Point [Spring
Lake], producing and shipping millions of board feet of lumber annually to Chicago and other ports.

Every sawmill, and anyone with a few acres of land who wanted to cut trees and sell them as adnber, h

to have a 6log mark. 6 The | og mar ks were registe
sawmill, payment was made for the recorded number of board feet and the log mark told the mill whom to
pay. For i nstance, t i noberk Bakex,rthe dodindefi &f .DBBaker & 8oh o n g e d

Lumberyard in Grand Haven. One man in the crew would be in charge of hitting the end of a freshly cut
tree with the marker. The identification would stay there. The tools that were used in logging were very
heavyand strong. Axes were used by one man, while the saw was operated by two men. A round saw was
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used in the sawmill for cutting logs into planks. Sometimes logs were hollowed for use in the water systems
of Grand Haven and Spring Lake. Larger ones werepecwith strap steel to make them stronger.

Beside felling axes, loggers had the peavey, a device for pushing and pulling logs that was invented in the
1870s by a blacksmith in Maine named John Peavey. They also had the giant raft auger, five feet long and
designed for drilling holes from a standing position. Loggers employed many different kinds of chisels and
the bucksaw.

The last log drive to come down the Grand River occurred on May 14, 1889, only six years after the big
log jam. Within a year, excepdif isolated timbering, the industry had reached its end in Northwest Ottawa
County.

Camps and Supplies

In his bookHistory f the Lumber and Forest Industry of the North&898], George W. Hotchkiss cited

the supplies needed for one year of operation at a Cutler & Savidge logging camp. At its height, the
company used one hundred horses and four hundred men for the season, which ran between August 1 and
June 1. Basic suppls included: 23,000 bushels of oats; 500 tons of hay; 600 barrels of flour; 170 barrels

of pork; 155 barrels of corned beef; 110 barrels of sugar; 36 barrels of dried apples; 39 barrels of currants;
50 boxes of prunes; 50 barrels of crackers; 291twifds of syrup; 82 chests of tea; 55 barrels of beans;

119 barrels of peas; 2,024 pounds of rice; 75 boxes of soap; 10 barrels of salt; 22 barrels of pickles; 33
barrels of sauerkraut; 17 barrels of vinegar; 14,491 pounds of butter; 68 cases of baking I®nakezs

of soda; 300 pounds of mustard; 310 pounds of pepper; 11 pounds of allspice; 1800 pounds of chewing
tobacco; 1500 pounds of smoking tobacco; 250 pairs of blankets; 66 boxes of axes; 71 dozen axe handles;
93 head of cattle; 10,752 pounds of freslef and pork; and large quantity of miscellaneous items, all of
which had to be transported over rough roads and up steep hills.

Logging Tools and Terms

Big wheelwas sometimes called a Kadjd, but it was not the same as the Kdiy of the south. Theno

wheels were immense. The axle was a timber six inches by 12 inches, with a skein at both ends. As the axle
was turned up edgewise it raised the logs. The tongue was about 18 feet long and the weight of logs balanced
under the axle was fastened by chaitthe tongue. The tongue gradually lowered until about it was about
three feet from the ground, where the horses were hitched. These were usually loaded to the front since this
made the tongue catch in the ground as the load was being drawn down tige @ié picture of a Katy

did showed the tongue up in the air above the horses. However, that picture may not be correct since it
would be impossible for the horses to hold the load back. As the load was being drawn down the incline
one of the horses stutall and the wheel ran over him and killed him. The heavy load at the back had
forced the tongue up and there was nothing holding the load back.

Board footwas a standard measurement of wood production. Each board foot represented a slab of wood
120 bandob&inkh thick.

Cant hookreferred to a wooden lever with a movable iron hook near the end. It was used for canting, or
turning over logs.

Cook shanty oil lampoked like a tin funnel, with the little end up. It had a wick in it and a handle on the
side.

Crosscut savlooked very similar to the ones used today.

Dogging hammerwrere used for driving dogs into the logs. They were larger and heavier than an ordinary
hammer. The head was flat at one end and very pointed at the other.

Dog pullerwas a piecef iron with a curved handle and used to pull the dogs from the boom.
Draw boywas used for the same purpose as the logging toad, but more practical and so more widely used.
It Il ooked | ike a big single bobsled, so it didnot
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Hammersverythin, small, and made of iron, were usually hung in the hames by teamsters in logging camps
and were used to remove balls of snow from the horses hooves.

Ice-spudhad a wooden handle about as long as an axe handle. At one end was a flat piece of iron about
four inches wide. It was used to clear trams of ice in the winter.

Iron dogswere rings with spikes on them that were driven into the bstitks and logs to hold the chains
that held the booms together.

Logging toadwas made from the crotch of a treepalty a white oak. Some of these were made by
carpenters in the logging camps and were used to haul logs over uneven and soft ground. They were
practical only with very large logs, since they tipped over very easily.

Logging truckwas a wagon whose frontheels were the same size as the rear wheels. The logging bunk
was the same height as the wheels. These were used in the summer in place of sleighs.

Log-markwas adopted by each man or company to identify the logs when they arrived at the mill. John
Fisherhad f our mar ker s. Two of them were his fatherod
had a star on it. AThe Ri ch ar-@GitieFHistogcal MGeumleeealédi on o f
a wide array of marks.

Log-scalarwas used to estiate the amount of lumber in the log. The scalar was graduated in such a way
that the diameter of the log of known length indicated the number of board feet of lumber that could be
sawed from the log. It looked something like a yardstick, but the numbeggiifferent and the scalar had

a square of iron at one end so it could hook under the log when it was measured.

Marking hammer$iad handles about as long as the handle of an axe. The head was made of iron, about six
or seven inches in length, and hadithprint of a log mark in it, so that when it was struck with force on
the end of a log it would leave a mark.

Peaveywas a wooden lever with a movable iron hook and fitted at the end with a strong and sharp iron
spike. Lumbermen used it in a variety of wagspecially in the ledrive down rivers. Joseph Peavey, a
blacksmith, at Stillwater Village, Maine invented it in 1858.

Pike-poleswere tipped with iron points and used by lumbermen to direct floating logs.

Skiddingtongslooked similar toice tongs, but they were much larger and heavier, being made of iron.
These were used to drag individual logs by clamping the tongs onto one end.

Steelbar was used for prying loose sleigh runners when they were frozen fast.

Swamphookwas just like a carhook, but with a ring and grab hook to hook on the chains instead of a
handle. It was used before skidding tongs and for the same purpose.

Tanbark peelewas about two and a half feet long with a wooden handle on one end and on the other end
a flat pie@ of iron made with a flat hook. The tool was used for peeling the bark from hemlock trees. The
tool also was called a bark spud and dodtil§two-edged axe]. This type of axe was used for cutting down
timber.

Ti mber crui ser 6®bokedsmewleaylikencgmpassesgf dag. It was about three and a
half inches in diameter, and had a cover and two pieces of metal sticking straight up and directly opposite
each other.

Wood dogdilled the same function as the iron dogs.

PN

Woods manods tbokadsenmethibgdile i knapsack, but was made of tin, with a tin cover and a
flat side that went next to the wearer.
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Sawmills

Not long after the arrival of the first permanent White settlers, numerous sawmills were up and humming

in the Grand River ValleyWith a loan from David Carver of $2,000, William Butts and William Hathaway,

both Canadi ans, were able to complete in 1836 the
the foot of Columbus Street in Grand Haven. Thomas W. White was a bldtksmthe mill. In 1836

Nathan Throop purchased the steam sawmill built by Butts and Hathaway in Grand Haven and subsequently
sold it to Francis and Thomas Gilbert. Zenas Winsor, who arrived in Grand Haven in 1834 a few months
before Rev. Ferry and hiarhily, reminisced about the early days in a paper delivered in observance of the
500anniversary of Grand Havenodos founding. Among h
Nehemiah Hathaway worked for the Grand Haven Lumber Company.

Colonel AmosNorton constructed the first sawmill north of the Grand River at Nortonville in 1837, near
144" Avenue and Boom Road in Spring Lake Township. It burned down in 1854, and was rebuilt. The
Nortonville Boarding House, which provided housing and a dining rfeothe mill workers, was adjacent

to the mill. Around 1860 Frederick T. Ranney bought the mill and sold his interest to Robert Haire and
Edward Cole of Blendon Township in 1867. The new owners operated it as Haire & Cole.

The four sons of Benjamin Hoplenwho settled north of the Grand River, entered the lumbering business

about the same time as Colonel Norton. In 1837 they built a sawmill at the north end of School Street [Block

2] in Spring Lake [the AOI do MabldcHeast d thalfirstoneiin t  a |
1845. The OId Mill was torn down in the winter of 1895, and it became the site of the Spring Lake Yacht
Club in that organizationbés early days.

In 1841 John Newcomb constructed BBmdn&Spribgdlake]i | | 0 n
near the north end of Park Street, for Jabez Barber and Richard Mason. Both Barber and Mason, among
others who came to Spring Lake about this time, were Canadians who fled to the United States after
McKenzi ebs r ebel 83 dhetwwmen hayl beersfbuaddy owners it Toronto, and some

of their machinery was sold to Amos Norton for hi:
and Mason launched their first ship, thaterprise The original mill burned down, aradsecond and larger

one was constructed at the same site in 1853 [1854]. After Jabez Barber died at sea in 1854, his sister Eliza
inherited the real estate and the Barber & Mason
for almost ten year§ hen, in 1863, their son, William H. Bell, bought the business at auction, and according

to Lillie, gave the sawmill his name, W. H. Bell & Co. When the second mill was destroyed by fire in 1870,
Bell s Mill was constructed and operated until 18

Thoma White built a mill on the north bank of the Grand River near the foot of Division Street in about
1851. It became Haire & Cole Company in 1867, under the ownership of Robert Haire and Edward Cole
of Blendon. Four years later its name changed to Haireooid, and Cutler & Savidge bought the
company in 1874. It was here that the fire of 1871 started, which destroyed much of Spring Lake Village
and left 70 families homeless. Cole owned the Blendon Lumber Company, which was formed about 1854
and had headauters in Allendale Township at Blendon Landing on the Grand River. The company had
extensive holdings of timber throughout the area. In 1857 Cole laid several miles of private railroad track
for the lumbering operation. The track, which ran through Blendond Allendale Townships, was
abandoned around 1864, presumably marking the end of the company.

In 1856 Hamilton Jones erected a stqaowered sawmill, featuring one large circular saw and a siding
mill. The mill was located on the banks of the Grand Rnear the foot of Fulton Street in Grand Haven.
By 1859 Hamilton Jones had another sawmill at the west end of the dock.

In 1857 Hunter Savidge joined Montague & Young as part owner of the Hopkins Mill. The financial
depression of 1857 left Savidge as slée owner of the mill. The next year Savidge formed a partnership

with Dwight Cutler of Grand Haven, although formal letters of agreement were not drawn until August 31,
1863. With Cutlerds capital t he t wo Spmreghakd northst bou
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of the west end of Liberty, and then built a new mill close by on land later known as the Savidge Estate.

The Cutler & Savidge Lumber Company prospered. In 1870 the two men bought a controlling interest in

the Haire & Tolford Mill, locate d near LI oyddés Bayou, | eading to the
In 1874 Haire sold out his remaining interest in the sawmill. At that time the officers of the company were
Hunter Savidge, President; Dwight Cutler, Treasurer; Hiram W. Peamomet&y; and John B. Hancock,

Director. In 1871 the Hopkins Mill property was sold to the Spring Lake Company to become the site of

the Spring Lake Hotel. The mill was converted to the bathhouse for the Magnetic Mineral Spring Company
[Spring Lake Houselnd burned down on the morning of January 4, 1904.

By 1874 the business had grown enough that a stock company was organized. The owners had another mill
in Ferrysburg, near the location of the later Johnston Bros. Boiler Company, and the company had
lumbeing interests in other counties, such as Six Lakes in Montcalm where, in 1882, they laid
approximately nine miles of private logging railway. In addition to milling lumber, the firm also
manufactured ships, such as the threested schooneidacy, Hunter Savidge andKate Lyons which

were used as lumber vessels. When Savidge died in 1881, Cutler became President. In 1896 officers of the
corporation were Dwight Cutler, President; William Savidge, First Vice President; James A. Wilson,
Second Vice PresidenDwight Cutler 1, Treasurer, and Herman F. Harbeck, Secretary. At that time the

mill was at Cutler, Ontario, and produced about 25 million feet of lumber annually. Cutler had been a
resident of Grand Haven since 1850. He was the owner of the Cutler, IPoesEent of the National Bank

of Grand Haven, director and principal stockholder of the Challenge Corn Planter Co., director of the Grand
Rapids Fire Insurance Co., and a trustee of the Akeley Institute. William Savidge, a native of Spring Lake
and sonof Hunter Savidge, graduated from the University of Michigan in 1884, studied law at Harvard
Law School, and was elected State Senator in 1896. The company went out of business in 1904.

In 1864 Charles E. Wyman and Henry W. Buswell entered into a paimensth formed the Wyman,
Buswell & Co. Sawmill. [Lillie cites both 1864 and 1866 as the starting date of the partnership. However,
1864 is the more likely date since the 18&p of Ottawa & Muskegon Countigsows the mill.] It burned

down in 1868, and Bawell and Wyman built a new mill farther up river. That same year they bought the
Ferry & Sons Mill at the foot of Columbus Street. The new mill had one circular saw, a gang edger, trimmer,
and lathe. It employed about 35 men. The company also had timbegsits in Montcalm and Newaygo
counties, where the owners maintained railroad track for their logging enterprise. By 1878 Averill T. Cairns
was a part of the company, which by then was called Wyman & Cairns. After the mill burned down in 1884,
Buswell reired and the business came to an end.

The Ottawa County Boom Company was founded in 1865, with Dwight Cutler and Hunter Savidge as
principals. Officers were William M. Ferry I, President; Henry T. Bell, Secretary; and Dwight Cutler,
Treasurer. Thomas Rt joined the company in 1869 when he was 25 years old. The Boom Company was
hired by the various lumber companies to run the cut logs down the Grand River to the mills to be converted
to lumber. Friant ran the business for the next 20 years. The convparigcated on the Grand River near

its confluence with Deremo Bayou. It was out of business by 1890.

Carlton L. Storrs built a sawmill on the banks of the river near downtown Grand Haven in 1866. Sometimes
referred to as the Red Mill, it was destroyedibg nine years later.

Andrew J. Emlaw built a sawmill on the north bank of the South Channel in Grand Haven. Later Emlaw
was joined by Boyce and Storrs, whose names then appeared with the business title. In 1881 the Grand
Haven Lumber Company bought tinill, along with three others.

Munroe, Thompson & Company was formed in 1868 and owned a sawmill near the north end of Jackson

Street in Spring Lake [Block 2, Bryant 6s Additi on
Vos also had éinancial interest in the business. After the mill burned down in 1872 Sherman H. Boyce
bought out John Thompsonés interest, and the name
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Thomas White and Thomas Friant started a lumber business undemtbeoh White & Friant [White,

Friant & Co.] in 1869. They bought the Norton Mill on the Grand River at Nortonville from Fredrick T.
Ranney, who had purchased it from Colonel Norton two years earlier. The White & Friant mills extended
to Manistee and Menomée, with land holdings in Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, California, and
Florida. In 1881 the Grand Haven Lumber Company bought this mill, along with three others.

William M. Ferry, S. C. Glover, and John White, of Ontario, Canada, started constrdciicawmill in
October, 1871, at the east end of Fifth Street in Ferrysburg [Lot 22], and hamed it Ferry & White. The mill
burned down on July 4, 1877, the same year it was bought by White, Glover & Co.

Derk Bakker started the Bakker Sawmill in 1871 ongbeth shore of the South Channel at the foot of

Third Street, just south of the Boyden & Akeley Shingle Mill. Withoneac h ci rcul ar saw a
edger, it employed 24 men and had a capacioky of 4
over the lumber business his grandfather had begun. John moved the business to its SiRPdp&anoyer

Street in 1912. He died in 1920, and his Derk resumed leadership of the business until his death in 1925,
when John Il took over the business.ugdBaker assumed control in 1946 and operated it until his sons,

Bruce and Dick, took over in 1978, making the fourth generation of Bakers to head up the business.

In October, 1871, the Chicago firm of Batchellor, Slaght, & Shippey bought the Ferry pkioh$i8team

Sawmill for $32,000. Located in Ferrysburg, at the confluence of Spring Lake and the Grand River, the mill
was sold to the Grand Haven Lumber Company ten years later. Webster Batchellor was reported to have
built a home in the area.

In 1872 She man Boyce bought out John Thompsonds inter
Sawmill, formed in 1868, and began Munroe, Boyce, & Company. Located on Spring Lake at the foot of
Jackson Street [ Bl ock 2, Bryant 6t 1836d1B87], whemil , t he

relocated to the Upper Peninsula.

Francis Lilley, who came to Spring Lake from England in 1865, in 1874 formed a partnership with George

D. Sisson, who had arrived in the area in 1871. Beginning in 1872 Sisson had been a phrirreomas
Seymour in joint ownership of a mild]l on the Grand
destroyed by fire in 1883, restocked, and burnt out again the next year. Two years later Seymour sold his
interest to Lilley. Lilley saw theeed of erecting sawmills near railroads, so the lumber could easily be
loaded and transported. His foresightedness helped make Lilley eminently successful.

The Brower & Vos Sawmill was built in 1879 on the site of the Rysdorp sawmill, which burned down in
1877. J. D. Vos, formerly an employee of the Rysdorp Company, joined with a Mr. Brower in establishing
this business.

The exact starting date of the Grand Haven Lumber
Andrew Emlaw was an officer of thiew organization, and Henry Rysdorp joined the company in 1880 as
manager of the Beech Tree Mill. Lillie wrote that
it acquired the Boyden & Akeley Mill, the Emlaw Mill, the Batchellor, Slaght & SeypMill, and the

White & Friant Mill. The next year the company built 10 miles of private logging railroad, which was
abandoned about 1886.

Geert Vyn, a native of the Netherlands and later from Zeeland, Michigan, opened the Vyn Sawmill on the
northwest sid of Harbor Island to cut hardwood into lumber. The five Vyn brothers, who owned the Vyn
Trucking business in Grand Haven, bought large tracts of wooded dune land for lumbering purposes, 600
to 700 acres north of the Grand River and another 160 acreRomaMound to offset the winter business
slump.

Lumber Yards

Derk Bakker and his brother Jeltz started the Bakker Sawmill in 1871 on the south shore of the South
Channel at the foot of Third Street, near the railroad tracks and just south of the Boy#eleg Zhingle
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Mill. Withone66i nch circul ar saw and a Agango edger, it €
board feet a day. Eventually Derko6és son John took
1890 the business name was chanigem Derk Bakker & Sons to D. Baker & Son. After the mill burned

down on December 22, 1894 [1895], Bakker started to supply lumber to local builders. About 1912, he and
John purchased eight lots from Charles and Lizzie Shupe on Pennoyer Street, whbsel lbeen used

for raising berries. On that site the Bakkers built D. Bakker & Son Lumber Companya2Z E&nnoyer.

When John died in 1920, Derk resumed control of the lumber business until his death in 1925, when John

Il took over the business. Derké&d Martin Boon as Manager. Boon, an employee of the lumber company

for more than 50 year s, wor ked with another Bakk
Bruce. Doug Baker assumed control in 1946 and operated it until his sons, Bruce agriddhicker in

1978, making the fourth generation of Bakers to head up the business.

By 1891 the timber supply had been depleted and the industry died as a major force in Northwest Ottawa
County. Before long, however, retail lumberyards, similar to DkBak: Son, were doing businesghe
Christman Lumber Company was next, started by George Christman in 1895, and stayed in business until the
building was destroyed by a windstorm on June 29, 1968. The building originally had been the Cutler &
Savidge plamig mill, and Christman had worked for that company until its operations were moved to Canada.
Three generations of Christmans had managed the business before it was destroyed.

In 1904 Peter Van Zylen bought out William Thieleman Il and went into the lumisness under the

name of Van Zylen Lumber Company. The lumberyard was located on three acres between Adams Street
and the South Channel, near the corner of Sixth S
also owned a yard on Davis Stre¥an Zylen dealt in lumber, Pittsburgh paints and varnishes, sashes,

doors, roofing, and coal. In the 1930s Van Zylen moved his business-t1@3dorth Seventh, but kept

the Sixth Street property, which was on a railroad spur, for receiving shipmeatsiniiber business closed

when Van Zylen died in 1957.

There is no precise year that marks the beginning of the Rycenga enterprises. As early as 1932 Chuck
Rycenga | and his sons, Chuck Il and Louis, were cutting cordwood for resale. Chuck | [and, rerch ear
his grandfather, Jacob] had worked for Van Zyl en
roughcut timber. However, after World War |l they began selling building supplies from the barn on the
family farm at 720 South Griffin Street i@rand Haven, and were among the first to offer Andersen
Window Walls. Within a few years, the Company was selling garage kits ardijpph®mes. Rycenga
Lumber Company moved their warehouse and office to 1051 Jackson Street in Grand Haven in 1949. The
commny moved east into a new building at 1053 Jackson about 1955, and sold Ottawa Electric the old
property. In 1979 Rycenga Homes split away from the parent company and opened its own facility at 17127
Hickory Street in Spring Lake Township. Their housingelepments included Dermshire Forest, North

and South Holiday Hills, and Country Club Woods in Spring Lake. Not long after the Homes division
started, Rycenga Real Estate opened with offices adjacent to the lumberyard.

Planing Mills

Allied with the lumbering industry and not far removed from manufacturing were the planing mills. One of

the first was the Cilley & Creager Planing Mill started in 1868 by James M. Cilley and Marvin H.
McCreagor. Their business was located near the laterB Mar quet t e depot [ Bl ock 3
Not long afterward, Cornelius De Vlieger started a planing mill, which was sold in 1873 to the Wait
Manufacturing Company. Wait, a forerunner of the Challenge Corn Planter Company, manufactured corn
planers and refrigerators. In the early 1890s the Bryce, Barnes & Green Planing Mill was located at the
southwest corner of Jackson and Seventh Streets. Started in March, 1907 as a manufacturer of doors,
windows, frames, and other interior finishing, Millim&fanufacturing Company was incorporated at

$50,000 with Herbert G. Milliman, President, J. A. Boand, Vice President, C. F. Rush, Sedeatager,

F. M. Carter, Treasurer. The firm was located on Harbor Drive. It was out of business by 1916. Oxford
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Varnish located at 19 North First Street in Grand Haven between 1946 and 1949, appears to have been the
last planing mill in the area.

MAIL DELIVERY

Between 1835 and 1845 Polkton Township was part of Tallmadge Township. The Postmaster at Tallmadge
was Bethuel Clirch, a very religious man, who often was called Father Bethuel Church. At that time the
mailbag was nine inches by 18 inches and made of ribbed velvet. An Indian carried it from Grand Rapids
to Grand Haven. The Indian and his wife drowned at the mouBanfl Creek, where they were found
under water tightly clinching at roots, but the mail was recovered. Postage on letters at that time was twenty
five cents.

During his term as Postmaster at Eastmanville, William C. Comfort wrote a letter to the editpaper

at Grand Haven describing the condition of the mail service along the river. There were several post offices
along the river, including Grandvill e, Tall madge,
Point. From these offices most 0&th,500 inhabitants of Ottawa County picked up their mail. Mail arrived

once a week, and that in the summer, from Grand Rapids only. Any letter had to go to Grand Rapids first,

so something mailed from Grand Haven would take two days to get to Mill Bpiin§ Lake], and a letter
deposited at Pol kton [Eastmanvill e] on Tuesday to
Eastmanville until the following Monday for Grand Rapids and then the following Saturday [12 days after]

if it went direct, wold reach the place of its destination. Comfort suggested that the Postmaster General
authorize mail delivery three times a week, both winter and summer, and that each office supplied with an
additional mail bag in which to discharge as well as receivndike

By 1857 the mail arrived daily by riverboat in the summer time. The arrival time was at noon, but the post
of fice opened at 5 o0o06clock in the morning.

The first mail carrier was Jean Baptiste Parrisien [Parisien/Parisan], a French Canadian who nearbor

the head of Lake Superior at a place now known as Torch Lake. He came to this area as a voyageur with a
party of traders as early as the later 1820s. They traveled up and down Lake Michigan in a Mackinaw boat.
At that time Rix Robinson already hadrading post here. Parrisien came to Grand Haven to live in 1835
with Louis Campau and Richard Godfrey. They brought money from Mackinaw for the Indians. The next
year he was appointed the first mail carrier between Grand Haven and Grand Rapids. Ha toéalzed

the south side of the river known as the ARiver R«
and supplies. The round trip took about a week and his return with the mail was always an anticipated event.
Parrisien usually took the r@ndville Road, running more or less diagonally between northwest and
southeast Ottawa County. However, occasionally the mail carrier hiked along River Road, generally
running close to the south side of the Grand River, or along another trail followingrtheside of the

river between Mill Point [Spring Lake] and Grand Rapids.

Parrisien then entered the service of Nathan Whi't
headquarters in Grand Haven and their mills at Grandville. Before Parrisierdoaihiid it was necessary

to blaze another trail. He started at a little frame building that stood on the corner of Washington and Second
Streets, then proceeded in a southeasterly direction to Rosy Mound, roughly along the path of Lakeshore
Drive, then though the townships of Grand Haven, Robinson, Allendale, and Georgetown to Jenison. The

work of blazing the trail occupied but one week and consisted of slashing two sides of a tree and cutting

out the underbrush. This was called the Grandville Road. $oesethe mail carrier made his trip by way

of Mill Point [Spring Lake], although his usual route was over the Grandville Road.

Rev. William Ferry served as the first Grand Haven Postmaster from 1835 until 1853. The mail was
collected and distributed at tRerry Building, near One South Harbor. In 1853 the post office was moved

to a building then occupied by H. Tepon, and Ebenezer W. Barnes became Postmaster. In 1872 a new post
office was constructed at 100 Washington Street, and in 1906 a Federal Biilclindjng the post office,
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opened for business at the northwest corner of Washington and Third Streets. The post office was relocated
to the southwest corner of Fourth and Washington Streets in 1966.

Lemoyne M. Smith was the first Postmaster of Mill Paih& salary of $75 per year. He was followed by

Hi ram A. Reed. During Reedb6s term in office, a fqr
The mail for Muskegon was to leave Mill Point daily and the northern mail to Manistee and other points

north was to leave from Muskegon rather than Grand Haven.

The name of Mill Point was changed to Spring Lake on March 28, 1867, while Loren O. Perham was
Postmaster. In the early years the post office was moved around to suit the convenience of the postmaster.
Loren O. Perham had it in the back of his drug store at 222 State [Savidge] Street, and Martin Walsh had it
in his store.

Leroy Heath had the post office in the west side
Block on the southeast corngfrJackson and Savidge. He had his store in the corner building and the post
office was next door at 122 East Savidge. It continued at that location until it was moved in 1950 to 109
South Jackson. In 1960, it was moved to a new $45,000 building at 2t1Fwimange.

Rural mail delivery began in 1905, although Dr Mary KitchelSpring Lake Community Centennial
reported that rural service began in Spring Lake on May 16, T9@®:to-door mail delivery began in
1908.Parcel post became part of the postaffe 6 s services in 1912.

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES
Automotive and Aviation

Northwest Ottawa County entered the fgsiwing automobile industry in its early years. Even before the

advent of motorized vehicles, several wagoaking firms were in the area. Mia Glover and R. Ball,

who manufactured carriages at a location on Second Street in Grand Haven, founded the first one in 1867.
Another was the Hancock & Stitt Wagon Factory, which George Hancock started in Spring Lake in 1871
and operated for about aare August Hubert founded the Grand Haven Wagon Works in 1872. Located in

a 406 x 10006 brick structure at the corner of Thi
employed seven men and produced 60 wagons annually. One of the pmwodusts a uni que @AC
Wagon, 06 which |l et the neighborhood know that a
Hoffmeistert was in charge of the woodwork at the wagon company, and Mr. Teunis managed the ironwork.
Reorganized in 1891, ibecame the Grand Haven Manufacturing Company, with August Hubert as
President and Gustave Hubert as Treasurer. The newer Hubert business, however, evidently no longer
manufactured wagons, but instead made foldingasgifg swings, universal fogower mahines, and

iron monuments, and did some blacksmithing and wagon work. The business apparently closed before 1908
and Hubert died in 1911.

The first motorized vehicle company in the area was the Van Motor Company, which was secured by the
Board of Trade athmoved to Grand Haven from Chicago in August, 1910, under the ownership of Herman

Har beck, Nat Robbins, George McBride, and J. Edga
throughout the country, but by May, 1912 the firm had failed.

ol
bi

The Panhard Mtor Company arrived in 1918 to manufacture trucks, many of which were sent overseas as
part of the war effort. The first Panhard was a-tmremotor truck powered by a Gray engine. It had a
Fuller threespeed transmission and a Torbenson, internal géar dxle. Frame and cab were built by
Panhard itself. An unusual feature, in those days, was pneumatic tires, standard equipment on the front
wheels. Due to difficulties with French patents, the company agreed on August 13, 1919 to stop using the
name Pandrd for its trucks, changed the company name to Hamilton Motor Company, and changed the
name of their product from Panhard to Apex. It went out of business in 1922.

Later, automobile parts and accessories became part of the n@galfacturing scene. Oldberg
Manufacturing Company wastarted by Virgil Oldberg in Detroit in 1909 as one of the first parts
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manufacturers in Americab6és motor history. Muf fl er
exhaust gases were retardead acompressed. The early mufflers were practically fraade and

production was proportionate to the small demand of the infant motor industry. In April, 1937 the Oldberg
Manufacturing Company, a division of Michigan Bumper Corp., moved to Grand HaverDldberg
Manufacturing Division of Questor Corp. changed its hame to AP Parts, effective January 1, 1974, with
headquarters in Toledo, Ohio. Peacetime production was devoted exclusively to automobile mufflers. In
April, 1979 AP Parts bought the neighboriRgyifferHubbard, Inc. building, and on September 17, 1980

AP Parts announced it intended to close the plant the next year.

Later located on West Savidge Street in Spring Lake, the R. A. Miller Company started in 1950 in the
basement of t IS&artetlloyRobdreandiRsith Mileemthe. business employed thretell

men, two partime men, and six patime women. It made radar equipment, armament equipment,
precision assembly, and novelties. It moved to 1525 Marion in 1956. The company wsisceessful in
getting government contracts for radar antennas. In 1976 R. A. Miller Industries moved into a new building
at 14500 168 Avenue in the Grand Haven Airpark. At that time they employed 50 people. Five years later
the firm had grown to 100 pelep Miller antennae could be found at virtually every airport in the world
and on almost all U.S. military planes and ships.

Dama Tool & Gauge Company was organized in 1950 at Warren, Michigan and moved to 1634 Marion
Street in Grand Haven during NovemhbE®64. As a specialized jobbing shop working with helical forms,
cams, and specializegkar dies, the local firm had customers throughout the United States. Dama Tool &
Gauge started as an experimental unit for two other plants, Dale Corporation andRZadwexs. When

they were sold in 1952, Dama went out on its own and began producing for outside customers. Later the
company worked primarily with research laboratories in the automotive and aircraft industries along with
other special applications. Desigi to move out of the large metropolitan area, the management, already
familiar with Grand Haven, decided this was the place to locate their business. Their specially equipped
plant, with 6,000 sq. ft., provided employment for nine people. Officers wenghélla Alderman,
PresidenSecretary, and Anthony Calomene, Vice President. An early morning fire in April, 1968
destroyed the plant on Marion. Loss to the building was estimated at $27,000 and $92,000 to the contents.
The company moved operations to aarg#cbuilding at the intersection of Fulton and Ferry Streets [1111
Fulton], and then on October 1, 1974 Dama moved to new facilities at 1369®fré2t in Grand Haven
Township.

Started in August, 1952 at 427 North Griffin Street in Grand Haven, Keat Prot s di dnot r eas
underway until January, 1953 with six employees occupying 3,750 sq. ft. of floor space in the manufacture
of automotive ashtrays, trim parts, accessories, and stampings for the automotive and other industries.
During 1953 the companleased additional space in Challenge Machinery Plant #3 at 1401 Fulton and
added assemblies and specialized industrial metal painting to their line. Officers were William E.
Woodworth, President; J. E. Eckenrode I, Vice President; C. J. Ridderingtebgcemd L. Overeiner,
Treasurer. While ashtrays remained a large part of the business, later the company had a greater
diversification of automotive parts, including radio speaker grills, seal latches, and automotive hardware
items in painted and platefinishes. The company had manufacturing facilities to make complete
assemblies as well as stampings. Welding and riveting machines were used in conjunction with other hand
operations to make various assemblies.

Shape Corporation, a diversified manufactgrmompany, produced products for several sectors, including

office furniture and automotive accessories. It started production with three employees in May, 1974, a
month after its founding. It then was located in a 14,400 square foot building at 701a&@sd Street in

Ferrysburg, behind the Verplank Trucking Co. The original owners were Robert Currier I, Ron Kolkema,

Mi dge Verpl ank, Bi |l Stevenson, Gary Verpl ank, al
totaled $14,500. The first significantder came from Haworth Corporation in Holland to make metal

shelves. Shape convinced the Haworth management that the relatively new rollforming technology would

save money without compromising quality. Before long other major companies, such as Her@an Mil
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and Westinghouse, began using Shape. In 1977 Peter Sturrus joined the company as Chief Engineer. When
Stevenson and Pearson departed in 1978, Gary Verplank became President and Chief Executive Officer. In
July, 1978 the company started constructioa 89,500 square foot building at 1900 Hayes in Grand Haven
Township and were able to move in by the end of the year. Within two years another 36,000 square feet
were added. Inthe miti 9 80s t he company started pr odrsweptng hal
bumper beams used on the new Chryslermiains, and within a year Shape v
production demands for that product. In 1985 the Grand Haven Association of Commerce and Industry
recognized Shape as the Business of the Ydaouthe same time yet another 57,000 square feet were

added the Hayes complex. The next year the first of severab8pinccurred, beginning with Finish
Corporation. It started painting items for the furniture and automotive industries and becan®r @nlea
electrostatic wet spray and autophoretic painting. Within a few months Light Corporation started production

in response to a request from Westinghouse for task and ambient lights. The three plants, Shape, Finish,
and Light, were each independently er at e d, but Astil]l family.o I n 1
President.

In 1990 the company won the Chrysler award for Quality Excellence. Two years later Shape purchased a
building across the street at 1835 Hayes, recently vacated by Ardyne, andezkiao 180,000 square

feet. In 1993 another company, Track Corporation, was founded to producangieighiway seat
adjusters to accommodate the new technology for integrated restraint seat belts. Track was housed at 1900
Industrial Drive in Grand Blven Township. In 1996 Light Corporation moved into a new plant on the
southeast corner of Comstock and "t7Z&enue. The same year Shape acquired BR Metal Products in
Spring Lake, an automotive stamping firm, and an interest in Pliant Plastics in NodmesSa plastic

injection molding company. Biosolutions was founded in 1997 to produce biodegradable coolants, cutting
fluids, and cleaning products. Also in 1997 Shape began construction of another new plant, this one at
14600 172 Avenue, which upon copletion housed the DaimlerChrysler and International businesses.
This site had 350,000 square feet of manufacturing space. In January, 1998 the company separated into
ABusiness Units, o0 including Diversi f amaChigstegduct s
GM, and International for automotive products. The automotive business expanded to overseas markets,
including Asia and Europe. The corporation planned to build a manufacturing plant in Germany in 2002.

In 2000, a new subsidiary, named N&fe, was founded to produce energy absorbers to be mounted on
the steel bumper beams that Shape produced. NetShape used large machines to mold Xenoy [Registered
trademark] resin, obtained from GM Plastics, into custom designs. The Shape family of cerimp2000

employed 1,400 associates. Officers that year were Gary Verplank, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer;
Midge Verplank, Treasurer; Peter Sturrus, Vice Chairman; Tom De Voursney, President; Budd Brink, Vice
President of Finance; Bob Currier Il,84 President of Operations; and Doug Peterson, Vice President of
Human Resources.

Another early aeronauticatlated industry was located at 14261 " 2%enue in Grand Haven. Partners

Charles Anderson and William Tuggle started Atco in 1962 to manufaotiding and special hoses for

the aircraft industry. In 1964 the company developed a new dryer hose for appliances and marine hoses. In
1968 the company added first extrusion lines for plastic coated wiring used in hose. It started with two
employees antty September, 1967 it employed 40. In 1978 Atco split into two companies, including
Atcoflex, Inc. In October, 1979 Atco closed its Grand Haven plant because the product it made was replaced

by a new process. Plant manager William Van Dop said the pla60&tMarion closed October 19, 1979

and 10 employees were laid off. Atco produced a
plants in other parts of the country.

Camshaft Specialties, later WeybiBartel, started business in March, 1968hatsite of Johnston Gravel
rebuilding equipment. It moved to its present location at the southwest corner of Lake Michigan Brive [M
45] and U.S. 31 in November, 1968, and began production in March, 1969. It was a producer of high
performance cams.
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The hstory of Weyburn involved a number of acquisitions. The company began as Weyburn Engineering
Ltd., formed in 1913 and located in Elstead, Surrey, England. In 1975 and 1976, Weyburn management
acquired a number of small independent camshaft manufacturamgs gio satisfy customer demand,
including: Hortsman Camshafts, Ltd., an acquisition that provided needed capacity in the United Kingdom
market for diesel camshafts; Creefield Blackstock, Ltd., another U.K. acquisition that provided expansion
into a new poduct line, specifically gears and shafts for power train applications to the U. K. automotive
industry; Camshafts Specialties, llann American acquisition that provided a foothold in the fast growing
North American market for O.E.M. and aftelarket camisafts [including the plant in Grand Haven];
Ewald Bartel & Co.a German acquisition that provided further capacity and market potential related to
heavy camshafts for commercial, industrial, and marine engine applications on the European continent.
Carborundum acquired Weyburn in 1977, and Kennecott acquired Carborundum in 1978. Worldwide,
WeyburnBartel had 346,000 sqg. ft. of manufacturing space and employed over 1,000 people. In more
recent years Mogul acquired the company.

Basket Making

The European Colusts brought with them many of the baskwking skills that were passed down
through the ages. However, they also | earned dtri
similar skills. Most old baskets were made of long, flat strips of oakaashhickory, trees that flourished
locally, although willow, reed, rattan, straw, vines, pine needles, and cornhusks also were used. For many
years the splints were laboriously produced by soaking logs, splitting the wood, and then shaving the pieces
to the desired thickness. The splints then were woven into a basket. By 1880 the invention-cfitsiplgnt
machines and wire staples led to the commercial manufacture of baskets. The smeacldrsplints were

wider and more uniform than the handmade oned, &f course took much less time to make. Most
commercial baskets made locally were for the shipment of fruits and vegetables. Basket factories in both
Grand Haven and Spring Lake prospered for years when this was a fruit growing center. Large quantities
of fruit were shipped by boat to Chicago, and grapes were freighted to Milwaukee for wine. The widespread
use of corrugated cardboard cartons helped end the basket industry.

The Spring Lake Basket Factory was in business by October, 1889, with David Kl.0@Giiting a one

third interest. He also ran the business. The building, located on the shore of Spring Lake at the north end
of Alden Street, burned down on June 28, 1898, and the business was discontinued. The Grand Haven
Basket Factory, begun in 1897, wasated along the entire south side of Madison Street between Sixth
and Seventh Streets, and included the buildings of the former Ruby Match Company, which had just been
bought by Diamond. The Basket Company also owned land on Ver Berkmoes [Verberkslamos] |
approximately where Grand Isle Marina later was situated. Officers were James D. Edward, President and
General Manager; John Lysaght, Vice President, and John M. Cook, Setiretsyrer. The average
annual output was 150,000 berry crates, 1,5@0@hach baskets, 200,000 celery crates, and 360,000
baskets for smoked fish. The company went out of business in 1925 and the last piece of property was sold
in 1928 to Paul Steketee & Sons of Muskegon by the trustees of the Higman Package Company. Higman
continued the business in Grand Haven, with J. H. Stewart as president. Higman had been in business since
at least 1921.

Brick Making
The banks of Spring Lake revealed large amounts ofdnglity clay. The Chapman Company, owned by
D. and J. Chapman, stda e d manufacturing brick i n 1859. The

uncertain, nor is it known how long the company remained in business.

Weston, Dudley & Soule, begun in 1861, was another manufacturer of clay bricks. The business, located

onthesat h side of Cornelius Bayou on Spring Lake a
purchased by Hial Grey [Gray] in 1874. Because the supply of clay was exhausted at that location, Grey
moved the equipment and machinery of the Grey Brick Commany$t ahl 6 s Bayou, about

of Ferrysburg on the west shore of Spring Lake. Spring Lake resident Martin Walsh also had a financial
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interest in the business for part of the time. During 1888 the business was successively sold to Patterson &
Dillingham, who that same year sold it to Dr. J. O. Bates of Muskegon and Charles Begin [Began] of Spring
Lake, before Fred J. Bertschy acquired it in September, 1889, although Begin retained a financial interest
in the business even then.

The Grand River Bok Company was located on Crockery Creek, abouthatfemile from the Grand

River. It appears to have been in business only for a short time, from November 1871 to October the next
year, but its bricks had wide distribution throughout the area. The owolers in 1888 to Patterson &
Dillingham.

Clothing and Accessories

Peter Van Lopik was born in Grand Haven in May, 1861. At the age of 20 he started a general store with

his father, Gerrit, and brother, Anthony, and called it Van Lopik & Sons. It watelbi the building that

| ater housed Hostetterodds News Agency on the north
the store was moved to 206 Washington Street and ten years later across the street to 209 Washington.
Gerrit, who was born in822, retired about 1890, and Peter and Anthony operated the store as G. Van
Lopik & Company. When Arie Van Tol-inlkawm, tbok@eerthrei t EK k
grocery business, the Van Lopiks turned to other enterprises. Peter estabisibeddifamily business,

the G. P. Van Lopik Company, to make naval blouses, raincoats and uniforms for the Coast Guard.

Van Lopik traveled to all parts of the country and became acquainted with tHenbest marine men in

the country. He was thefirstima t o go i nto commerci al manufactur
this city into prominence by the excellence of h
to his thriving business. When that garment was particularly popular heeslgpine of the largest retail

outlets in the country, and some of his best customers were students at Akeley Hall. The 5,800 sq. ft. factory,
| ocated on an wupper floor of the fANewodo Cutler Hol
Streets, latewas operated by Peter P. Van Lopik, who took over the business when his father was appointed
Postmaster in 1915.

e
i S

The younger Peter Van Lopik also owned and operated the Central Clothing Store in downtown Grand
Haven. In 1944 the Grand Haven Novelty Comppurchased the assets of the Van Lopik Company, then

located in the 600 block of Fulton Street, for the production ofalmthing items. Anthony died in 1902,

five years before his father, and Peter passed away in 1923. The surviving Van Lopik,,Retaire.ed

the manufacturing business and the Central Cl ot hi
death.

A branch factory for Amazon Knitting Works was secured by the new Grand Haven Chamber of Commerce
and located near the corner of Monmed North Sixth Streets [616 North Sixth]. The branch was not
successful and the operation left the area in 1927 to become part of the Amazon plant in Muskegon. In 1927
Ottawa County bought the property to house its Road Maintenance Division. Sixty ysartater, the

County moved the Division to Lakeshore Drive, near Rosy Mound School.

The Homel Shirt Company of Ludington was brought to Grand Haven by the Chamber of Commerce and
in 1924 began construction of a new factory at 702 Sixth Street on lagrdtgithe City of Grand Haven

by the defunct Board of Trade. The building was completed and operations begun early in 1925. After
operating about a year the company moved to Chicago.

The building at 702 Sixth was bought by Sam Garvin in 1926 when HonseldclGarvin rented it for two

years to Kinsey Manufacturing, which vacated in 1928. The next year the Kiddie Kover Company moved

to the site from Detroit, where the business was started in 1918 by Abraham J. Colman and Arthur T. Colten,

and purchased theitdding. The company normally employed 25 people, of whom the majority was women.

The major products of the local firm consisted of wearing apparel for children, such as crawlers, overalls,
coveralls, pedal pushers, and shorts in all sizes and typesamdwod s s hort s. Kiddie Ko
business on April 17, 1953. The company announced it had sold its factory building to the B & B
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Engineering Company and the ASP Manufacturing Company in Spring Lake. A. J. Colman, President of
Kiddie Kover Mfg. Compay passed away on August 18, 1952. His partner had died in 1937.

The manufacture of gloves became an important part of the local clothing manufacturing industry,
beginning with the Burnham Glove Company. Founded by Sanford Burnham in September, 1902, the
company erected a building on the northeast corner of Fulton apkirtd Streets [1401 Fulton]. At that

time the factory covered 25,000 sq. ft. Burnham went out of business in 1906.

In May, 1905 Charles Wiltshire, President of the Grand Haven Glove Company/Wiltshire Glove Company,
along with his son George founded andgpdndent firm. Located in a wooden building on the west side of
Second Street near the former Armory, the firm employed about 40 persons. In 1907 the newly formed
Peerless Glove took over the Wiltshire Glove Company. The officers and owners were SafArde,B.
President, and Mark Ardis, Vice President. Other officers were Andrew Thompson, Treasurer, and Perry
H. Benjamin, Secretary. The 19@ty Directory listed Samuel Ardis and Mark Ardis as owners of
Peerless, and no mention was made of WiltshireeGtand Haven Glove Company. Samuel Ardis was

Mar kds wuncl e. In 1911 the Security Glove Company
Elliott arrived as Plant Superintendent. Two years later Barton Elliott came here from Chicago and bought
outPe ry Benjaminbs share. Shortly afterward, the e

Elliott and Barton Elliott, along with a few other local people. In 1922 the company erected-stonyee
building on the corner of Seventh and Elliott Stse@he Pioneer Rubber Company of Ohio purchased the
firm in 1945 and Ernest Davis Ginter took over the management. In 1949 Ginter purchased all outstanding
capital stock. In 1952 the firm was sold again to Pioneer Rubber, who then closed the plant.

The Mauer Glove Company, founded by Charles Mauer in December, 1907 with 20 employees, made all
leather work gloves. The plant was located at Fulton and Third Streets. In 1914 the company moved to a
new building, constructed by the Village of Spring Lake on \8astdge. Mauer sold out to Carroll Daniels

who ran the business for a while and then closed it in 1917 to start the Daniels Stationery Company in
Muskegon.

On August 7, 1968 th&rand Haven Tribunaoted that the Dearborn Glove Manufacturing Company
planred to open a Grand Haven division at 16 Franklin, with an initial employment of 15, to manufacture
gloves, sleeves, aprons, and other industrial lines. On March 18, 1970 the company announced plans to
close at the end of the month.

Electrical and Electronic Products

Sam and George Garvin opened a plant in Grand Haven in 1925 as a branch of the Chicago operation and
began actual production in 1926. A 1930 atlas showed Garvin owned also some acreage on the South
Channel near the north end of Sixth Street, jusst of the Dake Engine Company, probably the property
Garvin sold to Kiddie Kover in 1929. When the Garvin business started it employed about six people and
had a floor space of 10,000 sq. ft. at its location at 402 South Harbor, in a building Gdrvoulgat from

Chicago File & Rasp Company. The firm manufactured electrical outlet boxes and covers, along with other
products for the electrical trade. The original officer was Sam Garvin, owner and manager. By 1966 the
company was under the leadershigha third generation of Garvins, with George Garvin Il as President,
Julius Prelesnik, Manager, and Bette Garvin, Secretary and Treasurer. On January 12, G@dthe
Haven Tribuner eport ed t hat Garvindés plant, ndoHaen wds t he
completely destroyed when fire raced through thestogy structure. Estimated damage was $250,000,
although much of the $100,000 inventory was salvaged. In recent years the company was located at 722
Taylor Street.

AssemTech, a manufactureof wire harnesses, cable assembly, printed circuit board assemblies, began
production in 1935. It was located most recently at 1809 Industrial Park Drive in Grand Haven, with
Stephan D. Wilson as President and Gordon Ritter-Fresident.
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Formed by Adran Devos in January, 1945 and located on an upper floor of the building at 234 Washington
Street, Electrical Assemblies, Inc., started production in 1946 with 1,000 sq. ft. of floor space and six
employees. As the business grew it was finally necessaypand the manufacturing facilities, and in
January, 1949 the company moved to a new building at 411 North Griffin Street. The company produced
cord sets, electrical assemblies, harnesses, and transformers. On August 10, 1956 Electrical Assemblies
purchasd Haven Harness, started in 1953 by John Huisman upstairs in the same building were Devos had
begun his business. Haven Harness, which later moved into part of the building occupied by Grand Haven
Transformers on Hayes Road, employed four persons prodwdiimgy harnesses for home appliances,

cable assemblies, and cord sets. In December, 1982 Electrical Assemblies moved operations to Zeeland.

Begun in 1948 by 4§ear old Kennith C. Retzlaff, Maynard Heyboer |, and O. C. Retzlaff, Grand
Transformer grew oudf a division of Electrical Assemblies. The new company started with six employees
and experienced considerable growth over the years. It manufactured inductive components, frequently
used in computers, scientific instruments, and factory automationiKermm Ret z| af f 6 s son
Chief Executive Officer, and another son, Greg, was President. In 1954 the owners purchased and moved
to a building in the Industrial Park at the southeast corner of Marion and Beechtree Streets [1500 Marion].
On August 8, 287 theGrand Haven Tribuneeported that a three alarm fire, which apparently began in a
malfunctioning furnace, swept through a portion of Grand Haven Transformers causing an estimated
$60,000 in damage. By 1998 the company had 150 employees.

Grand RaTlronics started in 1955 to manufacture transformers to be used in testing equipment in
laboratories and schools, in communications, signal devices, and in many commercial and industrial
products. It was located at 17360 Hayes Street in Grand Haven Tow@shipctober 30, 1957 the
Muskegon Chronicleeported that the unexpected closing of the Grand@ii@aics plant in 1957 was caused

by labor troubles. It employed 35 persons at that time.

Farm Equipment

In 1873 Justin B. Wait of Wisconsin purchased Cornelus VI i eger 6s pl aning mi/l
established some years earlier. The Wait Manufacturing Company was incorporated with Wait as President,
Thomas Stewart White, Secretaryeasurer, and John M. Lockie [Lock], Works Superintendent. Levi
Scofield [Sclofield] was also an employee, and his inventions were of great help to the business: corn
planter improvements, a check rower, and a refrigerator. The first year the company manufactured 30,000
hand rakes and 25 corn planters. Wait left the company in 88d@dXhe business was continued under the
leadership of L. C. Chamberlain. The company reorganized in 1881 with Edwin G. Bell, President, George
Stickney, Secretary and Treasurer; John M. Lockie, foreman; James McCourt, turner; James H. Gibbs,
blacksmith;and Joseph W. Adams, wheel works. The company spent $100,000 on new buildings. It
employed 60 men with a monthly payroll of $1200 to $1500 and was recognized as one of the outstanding
industries of its time. Its annual production was 1200 ase cultiators, 500 ondorse drills, 500 drill
attachments for tworse cultivators, 800,000 rafting pine, and 90,000 hand rakes. Wait Manufacturing
was the forerunner of the Challenge Corn Planter and Refrigerator Company, which bought the older
company in 1883The plant was located on North Seventh Street [Beacon Boulevard] near the Grand River.
Original officers were Willard C. Sheldon, President, George Stickney, Seefetmyurer, Levi Scofield,
Superintendent, and Dwight Cutler, Dwight Cutler Il, and M#il Savidge, Directors. It occupied 20 acres

of ground between the northeast corner of Seventh [Beacon] and Jackson Streets and the Grand River.
There were at least ten separate buildings by 1912. Twenty years of perfecting, improving, manufacturing,
and elling corn planting machines had brought the company in contact with most of the dealers in
agricultural implements throughout the corn growing districts of the United States. Normally the company
employed 350 men, but it had capacity for as many as 800 lrmanufactured refrigerators, corn planters,
check rowers, and corn drills. The original Challenge Company ceased manufacturing operations on July
1, 1929 and was finally dissolved late in 1930, to be superseded by Challenge Stamping & Porcelain.
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Stated in 1873 by Mr. Chaffee and George L. Stearns on the southeast corner of Seventh and Elliott Streets
[Lot 7, Block 7, Munroe and Harris Addition], the Chaffee, Stearns Company manufactured windmill
equi pment. George St e ar askintpeicompany ane lte théhrwas johéday hise e 6 s
brother, Lawton B., who moved to Grand Haven in 1879 from lowa. The new company, Stearns
Manufacturing Company, manufactured windmills, pumps, cylinders, windmill derricks, and tanks and
employed 30 to 50 emn. The twestory frame building was located on the southeast corner of Seventh and

Elliott Streets in Grand Haven [Block 8, Lot 6, Munroe & Harris Addition]. Like many such businesses,
barrels of water were placed on the roof spine in case of fire. Ahdi8Rire of the plant carried the caption
AnGrand Haven Plaining Mills, Stearn Bros. Propts
| umber . o In 1879 the company won a medal from the
St. Petersbuyy, Russia, Boulogne, France, and Havana, Cuba for product development and other
innovations.

E-Z Way Sprayer moved to Spring Lake from Detroit in 1922 to produce hand sprayers for farm and garden
purposes. Located on West Savidge Street, it lasted oaly yiears and moved to make way for the Sterling
Manufacturing Company of Chicago.

Originally located at 724 Taylor Street in Grand Haven with John Harvey, President, Harvey Machine
started in 1961 to distribute and manufacture equipment to handle bluabeémpple picking chores. The
blueberry picker could pick one ton of berries in an hour. In 1967 the company developed an asparagus
harvesting machine. The same year the company built a new assembly plant on Van Wagoner Road, near
U.S. 31. In 1969 a Milwakee firm bought Harvey Machine. Four years later the plant was phased out to
change operations from a manufacturing plant to a Western Michigan service center.

Food Products

Thomas D. Dennison, Aloys Bilz, and Warner Vos formed the Alden Fruit Pres€geimgany in 1872

for the purpose of drying and shipping the fruit that grew nearby in abundance. The plant was located on
Spring Lake at the foot of Alden Street, a spot later occupied by the Spring Lake Basket Company. The
fruit company went out of businesround 1880.

The George Hancock firm of wholesale florists and gardeners began business in Grand Haven in 1879. By
1897 the company had grown to 40 acres and 14 large greenhouses, and took in most of the land bounded

by Washington, Ninth, Fulton, and FFgiStreets. The company was known for its celery, and at one time

grew 50,000 large and 250,000 small carnations. Canned tomatoes also were an important part of the
Hancock business, under the | abel s nHaahHancock, 0 AV a
was the first one to raise celery in the Grand Hz:
sister of James Franks, who eventually took over the business, followed by his son, Ernest.

In 1904 the Glaser Cradyddl2l46Chbmpdrdy ngr é it pra ng4 a
factory. Water was to be pumped approximately 1,000 feet from Spring Lake to make brine for the vats,
which had a capacity of 20,000 bushels. With its main office in Chicago, the pickle station inLSeng

cured about 60,000 barrels of pickles a year. The company owned 600 acres in Nunica, Fruitport, and
Robinson Townships and other farms in the area. The company left the area in 1972 or 1973.

Foundries and Brass Works

The American Brass Novelty Compawgs organized in 1895 in a thrs®ry frame building on the west
side of Second Street between Washington and Franklin, where the Forrest Brothers Grist Mill had been
located, just north of the Armory. The firm produced pneumatic time stamps, furragiegs; sheet and

cast brass, sheet steel, tin and wire goods, and
window dust deflector, Queen alarm tea kettle, Acmeetcogst s aw handl e, Adamsd pa
and campaign ®anmdlren oh dlrdeeard, tfoNMst er , Royal tree ¢

Original officers were Samuel Ardis, President; Rev. James A. Kennedy, Vice President; Andrew
Thompson, Treasurer; Charles Adams, Secretary; and James Hallas, Superintendent. Rev.wasnnedy
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Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Grand Haven from 1892 to 1902. In 1902 the Board of Trade offered

a bonus settlement to keep the plant in Grand Haven. The owners reorganized and constructed a new
building at 500 Harbor Drive [Block 9, Lots 1, 2yal 3 of Campauds Addition], 1
and Glass Beveling Company, for the production of refrigerator locks, brass bed trimmings, and automotive
locks and hinges. It merged with Kuhil¢inslow Mfg. Company in 1931 and began the manufacture of

pl umbersé brass goods.

As products changed, the old novelty lines were dropped and in March, 1950 the name Michigan Brass
Company was adopted. By 1965 Michigan Brass was one of the largest producers of basket sink strainers
in the country, plus faucets,aps, strainers, and various other items used by the plumbing trade. The
company also specialized in bent tubing for other manufacturers and performed production job plating. On
August 1, 1959, Michigan Brass became a subsidiary of Applied Arts Corp. ind Gagpids, which later

became A. G. M. Industries, Inc. In February, 1969 A.G.M. Industries announced plans to cease its
operations in Grand Haven. The company President, John Pimm, who had taken over operations two years
earlier, pointed out that the ldgaant no longer could operate in its present form and the phase out would

be part of a general revision of operations. Fifty persons were employed at Michigan Brass, and some had
been on the payroll there for their entire lives.

Started by William Zoerrrein a barn at 507 Monroe near Sixth Street, Zoerner Brass Foundry was taken

over on February 20, 1919 by Alvin E. Jacobson | and Paul Johnson |. On December 23, 1919 the plant
burned down for a total loss. A site at 230 North Hopkins Street was immegghatehased from the Eagle

Ottawa Leather Company and construction began January 1, 1920. The company employed six persons
with an original floor space of 2,000 sg. ft. ma k
brass parts, brass, andm@inum castings.

On April 5, 1927 Jacobson and Johnson bought out two metal working plants, Grand Haven Stamped
Products and one in New Jersey. In 1965 the company, with its modern foundry and machine shop, was
considered one of the largest in thrass goods field. Diversification of products was the backbone of the
firm. The firm produced a wide variety of plumbing brass goods, castings, and electrical service fittings,
along with casting and fitting for water service water softeners and watersmet

In November, 1956 Paul Johnsodid¢d of a heart attack. Johnson was President of Grand Haven Stamped
Products for 31 years, Treasurer of Dake Corp., and a Director of Rapidseast Corp.

Brass Foundry was known for several innovations, including in fl8bfirst successful use in the country

of carboloy for chasers to cut threads on brass parts; in 1954 the first brass foundry to make cores in
dielectric ovens that required driers; in 1958 the first multiductor electric furnace built in operatiam; and i
1962 the purchase of the first Gos2-3 sevepspindle screw machine.

In June, 1987 Robert G. Lehman was named president. He succeeded Alvin E. Jacobson Il, who retired
after 39 years of service, including 17 years as President. Jacobson continussl@saifiman of JSJ.

Grand Haven Brass closed in April, 2000, following a substantial reduction in orders when Moen Faucet
discontinued doing business with the firm.

Furniture for the Home

It seemed natural for furniture making to evolve out of the lumgénishustry. Grand Rapids was successful

at it, and a few attempts were made locally to manufacture furniture, glass, and mirrors. Grand Haven
Furniture Company was one of the first to get into the market. Located at the foot of Sixth Street north of
Monroeinatwost ory frame building covered with sheet ir
employed 60 men, and manufactured bedroom suites of oak and ash. It was organized in 1890 with a capital
stock $50,000. The f aetweekylbesofficera of theidompary werelSbddmas ui t e
H. Boyce, President; John D. Duursema, Vice President; Charles Christmas IlI, Secretary; and Gerrit
Vandenbosch, Treasurer. The company <cl aimed in ar
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MEDIUM-PRICED (HAMBER SUI TES. ARTI STI C, ELEGANT, CHEAP
Company purchased it in 1895, with Isaac De Kubber and James Tillotson of Grand Rapids and E. Stanton
Bliss of Saginaw as principals. The revitalized company employed 70 to 100 men andcinaedii@ line

of medium priced sideboards, fancy cabinets, odd dressers, and buffets. Officers were Isaac De Kubber,
President; Abraham De Kubber, Vice President; and E. Stanton Bliss, Secretary and Treasurer. The
company manufactured medium priced sidetdeacabinets, dressers, buffets, and other furniture. Isaac De
Kubber was for eleven years Superintendent of Widdicomb Furniture Company of Grand Rapids and the
other De Kubber was Superintendent of Widdicomb Mantel Company and later the Michigan Valley
Furniture Company. Bliss was for several years with his uncle, A. T. Bliss of Saginaw, and later with the
Widdicomb Furniture Company. By 1900, just before the company closed, its name appears to have been
changed to Bliss Furniture.

An auxiliary furnitureenterprise, the American Mirror & Glass Beveling Company, was established in
October, 1892 by Rufus K. Stallings, later Mayor of Grand Haven, and incorporated with a capital of
$50,000. The plant was constructed near the intersection of Howard Streedrand Brive [Block 10 of

Campauds Addition]. Stallings had been Secretary
With Stallings as President of the Grand Haven plant and James W. Orr as Secretary, it became one of the
largest businesses of iksi nd i n the U. S. It claimed to carry t|

Glass. o0 In 1896 [1897] the plant was destroyed by
Plat Map continued to show the company at its original spot, how&bergiesel plant of the Grand Haven
Board of Light and Power was built on the site in the 1930s.

Also called the Atlas Glass Factory and Atlas Works of Amsterdam [New York], the local firm was formed

in 1897 as the Plate Glass Company and Atlas Works afténatam. It employed a considerable number

of local workers for a time. As a glass finishing plant it produced clear plates and mirrors for both French
and German markets. The local customs office received $100,000 annually from this company alone. It was
located at 616 North Sixth Street, near U.S. 31, in the buildings later taken over by Amazon Knitting Works.
The company also had warehouses on Harbor Avenue at the foot of Franklin Street, built in 1896. A. M.
Mendelsohn [Mendelson], General Manager, wedrkut of an office in Grand Rapids.

Located on Sixth Street in the brick building formerly occupied by the Grand Haven Basket Factory, the
John Rocks Carving Company started in 1933 with 22,000 sq. ft. of floor space and 20 employees in the
manufacture o€hair frames and woodcarvings.

Wood Corporation purchased the Heap building at 1401 Fulton Street from National Plywood, Inc., who
had earlier in the year bought it from American Seat & Tank Corp. National Plywood made radio cabinets
and card tables andtimes employed as many as 200 people. It was a branch of Oxford Varnish Company
and in 1940 deeded the building to that company.
business until 1943.

Furniture and Fixtures for Commercial Use

Holland Zeeland, and Grand Rapids became the worldwide center for office furniture, featuring such names
as Herman Miller, Haworth, Trendway, and many others. Locally, there was some success along the same
line, beginning early in the 1900s.

For instance, in 191 Fountain Specialty Company was induced to move here from Indiana by the Grand
Haven Board of Trade. Started in Chicago by C. W. Cushman as a small concern, John Nash, also of
Chicago, became interested in the company and in 1918 merged it with Bassam@bf Chicago. The
merger made the resulting 75,000 sgq. ft. pl ant t
service equipment . Purchasers included stores in
Drug Store [later Buffal@do b 6 s] and Pfaffodés Phar macy.

The Bastian Blessing Company was started as the result of an unusual illness. While on a hunting trip in
Wi sconsin, Charles L. Bastianbs sight suddenly f a
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time he was tatly blind. Because of this handicap, his employer terminated his services. Bastian was not
a man to have idle time on his hands, and almost immediately he made plans to start his own business,
persuading a cworker, Lewis C. Blessing, and several otheuryg associates to join him. Blessing was

an expert in sales and finance, and he ran the company until his retirement in 1961. Together in 1908 the
two men formed the Bastian Blessing Company, and from the very start they were highly successful. The
first products manufactured by the company were carbonatorsphegBure gas regulators, and soda
fountains. Bastian obtained some 54 patents on inventions for his company after losing his sight. The
factory was located on land bought for commercial developimethe Grand Haven Board of Trade on

the southwest corner of Hopkins and Madison Streets [301 North Hopkins, also known as 1353 Madison].

Rossway Manufacturing was established in Spring Lake in April, 1930 in the 5,000 sq. ft. building of the
Spring LakeBasket Factory on Spring Lake at the foot of Alden Street. Although short lived, Rossway
manufactured store fixtures, special furniture, wooden cases for barbers, crates, and even trailers for autos.
Managed by O. C. Ross, it went out of business in 1935.

Another company was Harbor Industries, which manufactured merchandise displays, store equipment,
showroom displays, and contract wood products. In 194Bl#ee, the largest oil tanker ever to come into

the port of Grand Haven to that date, arrived with 8,000 barrels of gasoline for the Texas Company [Texaco]
tanks, which were maintained by Harbor Industries. The company started in a warehouse on Harbor
Avenue, vith offices on the site of the first building erected in Grand Haven by Rix RobinsoGrahd

Haven Daily Tribune e port ed on August 22, 1949 that Harboro
the business of the original company. C. R. Robinson, ldréfiga, William L. Stribley, and R. Robinson

first organized the company in 1938 as an industrial real estate development project. Later, in 1944, it was
converted to a manufacturing industry under the direction of R. Wierenga, A. Miller, Fred C. Kuldhle, a
William L. Stribley. Products manufactured at that time consisted mainly of packing boxes, furniture, and
furniture parts. When Henry T. Parker moved to Grand Haven in 1946, he bought the business, and he also
purchased from Nyle Eggert the Ferry degad buildings on Harbor. With Norwood Hubbel of Zeeland,
Parker began the manufacture of Apoint of purchas

In April, 1961 a fire at the company was extinguished by the sprinkling system. A defective time switch

was blamed for settg a drying machine afire. The same year the name was changed from Grand Haven
Harbor Industries to Harbor Industries, Inc. A year later a 6t800ake freighter rammed into the south

end of the Harbor I ndustri es hanéi©00.Ithapmened abougl:18 a ma g ¢
a.m. when thdohn A. Kling inbound to Construction Aggregates, somehow got off course as she rounded

the curve in the channel. In 1963 Harbor Industries purchased the former Arrow Products Plant in Grand
Haven Townshipand in 1967 it purchased the former Challenge Machinery #1 Building downtown at the

corner of First and Washington Streets [19 North First Street]. In 1969 Harbor Industries announced plans

for expanding the Grand Haven Township plant and in 1972 mdweedrttire manufacturing operations

from its downtown plants to 14170 I?2venue in Grand Haven Township.

Owned by Nyle Eggert, who moved his Muskegon operation to Grand Haven in June, 1944, the National
Products Company purchased the former Hatton Leathiéding at 743 Park and manufactured display

racks and store fixtures. In 1946 the name was changed to Precision Metal Company, specializing in sheet
metal items, steel stampings, and screw machine products. It employed 58 people. On October 9, 1962 a
$15,000 fire hit the plant at 725 Taylor, gutting the paint departmeniGidred Haven Tribunen January

3, 1966 reported that Nyl e A. Eggert, the owner,
Petretti, died in a plane crash. They were iognback to Grand Haven after spending the holidays at Fort
Lauderdale and had planned to arrive on Sunday byaftédnoon at the Grand Haven Airport. The
company started out manufacturing-stitel display racks for automotive, electrical and food dyspla

Many nationally known firms, including Goodyear Rubber, General Electric, Wooster Brush, American
Greeting Cards, SherwiWilliams, and Glidden Company used its store fixtures and merchandising
displays. In addition to the main plant located at 725dra$treet in Grand Haven, purchased from the
Wolverine Pressed Steel Company, the firm owned theoQak division on Savidge Street in Spring
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Lake where it produced the paneling and tops used in the counter units. When National Products moved to
the Tg/lor Street address in 1949, the company employed 25 people in its-54,d00nanufacturing area.
Additions to its facilities included 10,400 sq. ft. to be used for painting and storage. By 1966 the plant had
34,660 sq. ft. of floor space for the 75@ayees.

Maynard Manting opened the doors of his business in 1946 at 119 South Fourth Street in Grand Haven.
The company manufactured store display fixtures and supplies for West Michigan restaurants. When the
founder died in 1956 his sons, Peter G. angmdad Manting I, continued operations. In 1981 Manting
Equipment moved to 849 Park Street.

Another manufacturer of items for the commercial sector was Meridian, Inc. When it was incorporated on
March 6, 1970 Meridian employed seven people. The new ctigopanned to occupy the former Harbor
Industries facilities at 1 Harbor Avenue in Grand Haven. Announcing formation of the corporation were
Robert Bennett, Chairman, and Reno Offringa, President, along with Robert Fuller, President of Star
Industries, mc. Meridian acquired all of the Star Industries proprietary product lines, which included
Starline Metal office furniture and Claddaster school equipment. Also Meridian acquired Arneleo, Inc.

of Spring Lake. In 1974 Meridian announced it was movingddadh Shores and a new 40,000 square foot
facility costing approximately $500,000. It would employ 50 persons. By 1988 Meridian Inc., housed at
18558 171 Avenue in Spring Lake Township Industrial Park, consisted of 257,000 square feet of
manufacturing spce and 8,000 square feet of office space at its metal fabrication plant. A 7,000 square foot
office addition was later completed. Plant B, the research building, consisted of 7,000 square feet of plant
and 1,500 sq. ft. of office space. The company maurfad 350 different end products, but they were all

a form of metal case goods, including lateral and vertical files, desks, and storage cases. Herman Miller,
Inc., of Zeeland, acquired Meridian in 1990. In 1997 Meridian employed more than 830 people.

Leather Tanning

Shel dondéds Tannery is given credit for being the f
started producing tanned hides in 1838, less than four years after the first permanent white settlers had

l anded at Ri x Robi nsdRivérsThahearty stdrtonakesetaning contbngorabeoasn

with the lumbering industry. However, construction of the steneelerOwashtenavby the Robinson,

White, & Williams Company in the same year makes a case for shipbuilding being the first mamgfacturi
business in the area.

Horace Sheldon was the founder of the tannery. He built a plant on Lot 174 in Grand Haven, and constructed

his residence across the street on Lot 171. Clark B. Albee, who came to Grand Haven from Chicago in 1836

and had an activenit er e st in civic affairs, took over Shel ¢
Tannery. One hundred men were employed, but it was not a financial success, and soon ceased to exist. In
1862 Albee and Giles T. Woodbury, his partner and a tanner, wiexe dis operating the business and the
neighborhood was largely filled with piles of bark. Woodbury had extensive land holdings in Allendale
Township, shown in the 188Map of the Counties of Ottawa and Muskegon

The following year Albee sold his commissibuasiness, separate from the tannery, to Albert Stegeman.

The 1864 atlas of Ottawa and Muskegon Counties shows a tannery on the west side of Second Street
between Fulton and Columbus [Lots 133, 134, 165, 166, 167, and 168]. Whether it was located here or
further north on Second Street, as Lillie cl ai ms
residence], the tannery burned in 1865. The vats were reroofed and the boarding house converted into a
currier shop for dressing and coloring leather aftevas tanned. About this time Albee was making
preparations to move his tannery to the ABeech Tr
became the site of the Eagle Ottawa Leather Company.

The disastrous Holland fire in 1871 destroyed Mtetz Leather Company and the owners brought their
stock to Grand Haven to be finished. Albee and Woodbury continued to operate the Grand Haven tannery
until 1870 or 1871. They devoted themselves to the manufacture of sole leather. Archival pictures show th
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Albee Tannery still operating in 1881. Since Woodbury died in 1867 and Albee died in 1874 it is not known
who supervised operation of the tannery during the next few years. As closely as can be determined the
tannery ceased operation in 1884.

That year,1884, the Metz Leather Company of Holland bought Grand Haven Leather from the mortgagee,
R. W. Duncan, and used it in the manufacture of sole leather. The next year A. J. Nyland bought out the
Metz Company, and with others organized the Grand Haven Le@tmpany with a capital stock of
$100,000, including $25,000 invested in buildings and the balance in equipment and working capital. The
first year they employed about twenty hands and the value of their output that year was between $35,000
and $40,000. Wén the building burned to the ground in 1886 the owners were forced to take their stock
on hand to Fremont to be rolled. The factory soon was rebuilt on Beechtree Street and the business
incorporated in 1887 with A. J. Nyland, President, Dirk Vyn, Vicesident, George Stickney, Treasurer,

and John Vaupell, Secretary. It employed 40 men manufacturing harness, skirting, line, strap, and collar
leather. It had a monthly payroll of about $1,800. They expanded their line to include tanning calfskin and
to making harness leather, upper shoe leather, skirting or saddle leather, and similar fine grained products.
They specialized in making red, orange, and russet skirting for saddles. By 1892 they were employing 50
men, but the monthly payroll of $1,800 was undeth The annual business was $125,000. They could
handle 400 hides per week. Two thousand cords of tan bark were required annually.

The success of the business was due largely to the skill, experience, and wise management of Nyland, who
had learned the tde in 1848. Before coming to Grand Haven he had been in charge of the tannery of the
Hermann Zohrlaut Leather Company in Milwaukee for seven years, and then had run the Cappon & Bertsch
tanneries in Holland for fourteen years. The products of the GranehHasather Company were sold all

over the south and west, including Chicago, St. Louis, Nashville, Memphis, Cincinnati, Quincy, lllinois,
Louisville, Paducah, Ft. Smit h, Ar kansas, and Bo
salesman. In 1892 thptant covered five acres and included a hide house, tan yard, lime house, warehouse,

and currying shop. It was located on land notable for its large beech tree and for once being an Indian burial
ground. |t was near the s ulndmae parertsolmE98dhe firR absorb&o bi n s
the neighboring Richterds Tannery, which had star
was taken over by the Eagle Ottawa Leather Company.

Started in Chicago in 1865 as the Eagle Tanning Worksanithpital stock of $100,000, this company in
1901, with the financial assistance of the Grand Haven Board of Trade, purchased the physical assets of the
Grand Haven Leather Company and also the Eagle Tanning plant in Whitehall. During 1910 A. J. Nyland
resgned from the tannery and William Hatton, at that time General Manager, began the production of
upholstery leather. Also in 1910 the name of the firm was changed to the Ottawa Leather Company. In 1916
the two companies in Grand Haven and Whitehall weneb@med under the name of Eagle Ottawa Leather
Company. A cut sole plant was started in the Van Motor building. This building was sold in 1919 to the
Grand Haven Brass Foundry following a disastrous fire, which destroyed their original site. In 1926 the
conpany bought the Hayes Body Company plant on Fulton Street for use as a cut sole division. This
building later was sold to the Camfield Toaster Company, and the Whitehall plant was sold in 1943 to the
General Shoe Company.

In 1942 Hatton Leather, a localropany started by Julian B. Hatton | and Edmund K. Ellis, bought out the
ownership of the Eagle Ottawa Leather Company and combined operations under the Eagle Ottawa Leather
Company name. Thus the company was under the management of the same familg fygrtarations:

William Hatton, Julian Hatton | and Julian Hatton Il. Julian Hatton | died on August 5, 1952. Julian I, like
his father William, was a power in the American Leather Industry, a major Grand Haven industrialist and
employer, and a force in ttemmunity. Top officials from Eagle Ottawa Leather Company and Blanchard
Bros. & Lane, Inc. of New Jersey announced in April, 1959 that the two firms had merged. No change was
planned in the current operations at the local plant.

97



In 1961 Albert Trostel &Sons of Milwaukee, Wisconsin acquired Eagle Ottawa, and in 1969 Anders
Segerdahl became President of the firm. Eagle Ottawa had become a worldwide leader in the manufacture
of quality leather upholstery and the largest producer of automotive leatherUmited States. In 1961

the facility had over 330,000 square feet of manufacturing and support space on 17 acres. Gugara ten
period, Eagle Ottawa had invested more than $20 million in building improvements and equipment. The
Grand Haven facility perfoned complete leather processing, from bovine hides through finished leather.

In a five'year period, production increased 75 percent. EQtfi@va also operated Eagle Tanning Company

in Waterloo, lowa, and Pierpoint & Bryant, Ltd., in Warrington, Englarftese plants processed hides
through only the first two stages of production. The hides were then shipped to Grand Haven to complete
the processing. Eaglettawa shipped finished leather hides for cutting into automotive car seats to
Mastercraft Leather Maufacturing Company. Mastercraft, located in Rochester Hills, Michigan, was near
the plants of Eagle Ottawads main domestic cust ome
Havenbés | argest employer, and one of the | argest

Machine, Iron, and Steel Works

In 1855 the Ottawa Iron Works Company was started by Colonel William M. Ferry, Thomas Ferry, and
Andrew Thompson in Ferrysburg and built by the firm of Ferry & Chandler at the approximate site of the
north abutment for the U.S. 3&idge, employed 150 men. W. F. Parish [Parrish] was Manager. Henry
Bloecker, who later had his own shop, worked for the firm from his arrival in 1867 until 1878. Christian
Gallmeyer, who became a partner with Bloecker, also was an employee of OttaWéohianuntil 1878,

and William F. Dake worked there as well from 1872 to 1880, when he, too, joined Bloecker. Alexander
Rogers of the Rogers Iron Works in Muskegon was foreman from 1856 to 1857. Ottawa Iron Works had a
machine shop and foundry manufactgristeam pumps, stationary and marine high and low pressure
engines, propeller wheels, mill gearing and general foundry work, including iron and brass castings. In
1880 the plant burned down and was completely rebuilt on land then known as Ferry Gartigé®3.iin
collapsed financially and was abandoned. Four years later the new buildings were purchased by Johnston
Boiler.

Started in 1867 by F. Spence and Archibald Brown as the Iron Works on the northwest corner of First and
Elliott Streets [Lot 85], thisron was taken over in 1871 by James Lewis, Otto Gronberg, and John Bryce

and the facility enlarged. About 1878 Henry Bloecker left the Ottawa Iron Works in Ferrysburg and bought
out Gronbergbs interest. The ol dnWonks, duédogMay 1, by t h
1881, and a partnership of John Bryce, Henry Bloecker, and Christian Gallmeyer erected new buildings.
Another fire in February, 1882, once again caused extensive damage to the buildings. At one time the firm
was referred to as o Bryce & Company Foundry. Normally it employed 40 men and had a good
reputation along the Great Lakes as a builder of marine engines and pattern guides for circular saws. The
buildings included a machine shop ak&&dni x h3 sh,0pa 2
Thomas A. Parish was an employee of the Grand Haven Iron Works, and William F. Dake, a draftsman and
patternmaker at the Ottawa Iron Works, joined Grand Haven Iron works in 1880 and stayed until the Dake
Engine Company was orgaed in 1887. A picture of the buildings in the 18%2torical and Business
Compendium of Ottawa Counghowed the name Grand Haven Iron Works above the door, but the
advertisement was for Henry Bloecker & Company.

In May, 1881 John Bryce, Henry Bloeckand Christian Gallmeyer formed a partnership and rebuilt the

Grand Haven Iron Works, which had burned down that year. The name of the new company was Bryce,
Bloecker & Gallmeyer. Bloecker, a native of Germany, had been an employee of the Ottawa Iron Works

unt il 1878. The new works, built on the same site
Xx 34,6 and a blacksmith shop 246 ft X 30.06 The <co
for circular saws, and employed about 40 mere @nmore of these buildings burned down in February,

1882. In 1894 the business was known as H. Bloecker Marine Engine Works. At that time the company
manufactured marine engines and also had a general saw mill and a steamboat and did wood turning and
repairs. The 1915tandard Atlas of Ottawa Countghowed the company still functioning at the same site.
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In 1859 Thomas Turnbull started a boiler shop in Ferrysburg, where the west end ef@debkidge later
was located on the Grand River. The busingssdfand was abandoned in 1862.

John Watt Johnston, a direct descendant of James Watt, founded the Johnston Boiler Works in 1864 when

he took over the Turnbull 6s business. I n 1880 Joh
Thomas, in marging the business. In 1887 the company purchased the more recently constructed buildings

of the Ottawa Iron Works, owned by members of the Ferry family, which had failed four years earlier.
Known in those days as 0Fer ebyRa.dFerny @rflevery shtubseandar e a ¢
fruit trees. The address today is known as 300 Pine Street.

Johnston made boilers for ships constructed at the H. C. Pearson Shipyard, also in Ferrysburg, and Ottawa
Iron Works supplied the engines. In 1898 the 3tdm Brothers produced the first-ateel tug, theC. J.

Bos and on May 25, 1907 the company launched the passenger siéackarac also made of stedtire

destroyed this building in 1917, and Johnston Brothers rebuilt on the same site. In thaysathedirm

employed about 20 men. Begun for the purpose of building sawmill boilers and marine boilers, Johnston
Bros. products changed with the times. The business was continued by sons T. and J. B. Johnston in the
manufacture and repair of locomotivesnd st ati onary and marine boilers
output exceeded $100,000. In 1950 office space was added to the facility to allow for growth in the boiler
industry.

The story of Johnston Bros. was one of a basic product being adapted-thawging factors in the
nationds economy, from sawmill boilers to marine
and packaged units, either oil or gas fired, followed to meet the changing times. The company later made
equipment used faffshore drilling purposes. Johnston boilers were used in the construction of the Panama
Canal in 1907, in the building of the Mackinac Bridge, and in the production afnpiiag power for oil

drilling platforms. Johnston Bros. later was managed iogl,tfourth, and fifth generations of the Johnston

family. In recent years, Johnston Boilers was bought by Stone International, Limited, of England.

Also referred to as the Fruitport Iron Company, the Spring Lake Iron Company was incorporated in 1879
with a capital stock of $200,000. Located at the head of Spring Lake near the village of Fruitport, just north
of the Muskegon County Line, it employed 400 men during the busy season. The company produced Lake
Superior charcoal and pig iron. The officers weaen8el Marshall, President; Col. E. H. Broadhead, Vice
President; Irving M. Bean, Secretafyeasurer; and Major H. S. Pickhands, General Manager. In 1896
Irving M. Bean became President; C. F. lIsley, Vice President; Samuel Marshall, Treasurer; an@.Joseph
Ford, Secretary and Gener al Manager. The company?®d
annual capacity of 29,000 tons. The plant consisted of-fladd5dock on Spring Lake, a power plant,
blacksmith shop, a company store, boarding housecampanyowned houses rented to the employees.
Ford had been superintendent of the Michigan Central Iron Company until 1879, when he joined Spring
Lake Iron. It went out of business in 1912.

On February 1, 1903 ground at 1433 Fulton Streeton@sen for another manufacturing business brought

in by the Board of Trade. Some months earlier J. Edgar Lee and another officer of a-Bhszdjoompany

made a visit to West Michigan hoping to relocate their plant. Thegld&tory & Clark building wa one

of the first sights to greet them as they disembarked from the boat, and they liked what they saw. After
journeying to Muskegon to consider a possible site there, they returned to Grand Haven for the trip back to
Chicago, spent the night at the Cutitouse, and there were met by members of the Board of Trade who
chatted awhile and then took them to a factory site on the northwest corner of Fulton and Beechtree. After
some correspondence and negotiations, the men agreed to move their firm to GeméretavChicago,

where it had been in operation since 1870 under the name of Shneidewend & Lee and then reorganized as
the Challenge Machinery Company in 1893. Chall en
manufacturers of printing machinery antt@ssories, as well as the leading producer of precision surface
equipment for the machine industry. Original officers of the reorganized firm were James L. Lee, his son J.
Edgar Lee, his seim-law Charles R. Shupe, and Fred Scholes.
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In Grand Haven the oopany started with about 30 employees in the manufacture of machinery and
equipment for the printing industry, and by 1907 it also had a grey iron foundry. Production included such
items as paper drilling machines, proof presses, paper cutting machithéise aylinder press. J. Wesley
Lee[18921 96 6], the founder6s grandson, became head of
been in his family and developed into international prominence. The Lees and their philanthropies greatly
benefited the Ti¥Cities area and gave |Heng employment to hundreds in this area. In 1970 the Challenge
Machinery celebratedits 1@ nni ver sary. James Gould, a descendan
was named President in April, 1987, after the family reghoumntrol of the company. He resigned from

his position as Chief Executive in 1993. Larry Ritsema, Vice President of the company, took over as CEO.

Established in January, 1887, the Dake Engine Company began production on the northwest corner of
Seventh add Monroe Streets in 1887. The original officers were Thomas Cairnes, President; H. P. Wyman
Vice President; and James P. Armstead, Secretary and Treasurer. In addition to the officers, Directors were
Charles Wyman, Dwight Cutler II, H. B. Peck, and Willi&mDake, and the officers named above. The
establishment of this company was effected with a capital stock of $100,000. The principal line of
manufacture consisted of engines of a special style and covered by a number of patents, termed the Dake
double reiprocating square piston engine. The makers claimed that they were the most compact engines
manufactured, being in a form that enabled them to be applied to any machinery at small cost. They were
durable and repairs cost little. They were-selfitainedand in applying the engine directly to machinery

all that was required was to adapt the engine shaft to such machinery by coupling or directly through the
machine it was attached to and bolted down. In all, eight sizes of the Dake engine were madetoadapted

all sorts of machinery. Numerous testimonials from all parts of the country attested to the practical value
of these engines, but a most convincing argument
increased at the rate of 25% annuallyn 1893 t he Dake steam engine wi
Columbian Exposition in Chicago.

The plant of the Dake Engine Company covered about an acre, and four buildings were used in the various
departments of manufacture, the largest being a brick steuct¢k 06 x 7006. The company
did about $50,000 annually, employed 20, and disbursed $500 monthly in wages. In 1905 a change of
personnel was caused by the death of George R. Wyman, whose faithful service and perseverance had
broughtthecmpany t o a high | evel of recognition. Dake
the merger the plants had operated in connection with one another, but at the same time they were entirely
independent concerns. Thomas Johnston | became Presidehie &ampbell, Vice President, Jay F.
Johnston, Treasurer, and James P. Armstead, Secretary and General Manger of the new concern; Armstead
and Wyman were members of the old company. The company was engaged primarily in the manufacture
of the famous Dake alible reciprocating square piston engine. The steam steering gears, windlasses,
hoisting engines, and other machines were invented by founder William F. Dake and were known to
engineers throughout the country. The company was bought by Paul Johnsoath Be®herwood I, and

Alvin Jacobson I, in 1940, and their sons, Paul Johnson Il and Chuck Jacobson, took over the management
a year later. The name of the company was changed to the Dake Corporation in 1955. When U.S. 31 was
improved it moved to a newneacre site on the south side of Robbins Road [741 Robbins,] near the C. &

O. railroad tracks, at a cost of $500,000. On December 6, 1979 Donn De Young was named President and
General Manager of Dake Corp. effective December 17, by action of the compaaydB®irectors. De

Young succeeded Paul A. Johnson, who recently had been elected Vice Chairman of the Board of JSJ Corp.
De Young retired from that position in 1986. He was followed by Frank Leach, who retired in 1990.

The origin of Keller Tools date@ 1893 when Julius Keller, then head of the Philadelphia Pneumatic Tool
Company, built a pneumatic chipping hammer. This development was soon followed by the introduction
of a riveting hammer. Both of these tools were built in very limited quantitiestbatdemand for them
indicated that pneumatic tools would play an important part in American industry. Recognizing this, Keller
in 1912 moved the company from Philadelphia to Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin. In the summer of 1916, William
Connelly, then Secretaryf the Grand Haven Board of Trade, overheard a telephone conversation in
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Chicago about a firm in Wisconsin needing a new plant, but also needing capital. This was the Keller
Pneumatic Tool Company in Fond Du Lac. Returning home he located four men wallimgk tthe
necessary capital and purchase 49% of the stock. The investors were William Loutit I, Nathaniel Robbins,
Bernath P. Sherwood I, and William Hatton. The contract ripened in the fall of 1916 and the Board gave
Keller $5,000 and five acres on Fuit&treet [1333 Fulton]. Coming here as the Keller Pneumatic Tool
Company in 1917, the name was changed in 1921 to William H. Keller, Inc. and in 1944 to the Keller Tool
Co., until its merger with Gardn&enver in 1954. The GardnBrenver Company had itseginning in

1859 when R. W. Gardner founded the Gardaevernor Company in Quincy, lllinois. The early activities

of this small business were confined to the manufacture of fly ball governors for steam engines. The
production of steam pumps began in 18801905, The Denver Rock Manufacturing Company was
established in Denver, Colorado. The early success of this company was built arourférstajpper

drill. In the years that followed, other types of rock drills and mining equipment were addedite the
Because the products were of the two companies were complementary, the firms merged in 1927, becoming
the GardneDenver Company.

In 1975 the Gardnddenver Company, headquartered in Dallas, Texas made public completion of an
agreement to acquire Dem Inc., a leading manufacturer of valves for the petroleum industry. The same
year the company entered into an agreement to acquire the assets of Dotco Inc., a manufacturer. of industrial
finishing tools, whose headquarters and plant were in Hicks@Hhe.

On January 22, 1979 Gardrigenver Company announced it would merge with Cooper Industries of
Houston, Texas. Then, on December 16, 1981, Cooper Industries, Inc. confirmed plans to relocate the
Grand Haven operations of its Cooper Air Tools Divisiora 155,000 sq. ft. manufacturing facility in
Lexington County, South Carolina, 10 miles southwest of Columbia, and its wire wrap machine, assembly,
and engineering operations to Nashua, New Hampshire before the end of the next year. Management said
that the Grand Haven plant was an extremely old, {tigst operation, and reduced volume left it
uneconomical to operate, and that 400 of the 550 employees would lose their jobs. The company closed on
October 26, 1982 and gave the Grand Haven Economic Devalb@uogoration its vacant industrial and

office building at 1333 Fulton, property with an estimated market value of more than $1.2 million.

Baltzar Bolling started the Bolling Manufacturing Company in 1924 in a frame building on Water Street
[Harbor Drive] where Pin€Tique Furniture Company later was located [201 South Harbor]. Paul A.
Johnson |, Bernath P. Sherwood I, Emil Gaul, Alvin E. Jacobson I, and Abram [Abraham] T. Kieft took
over the company in 1927 and renamed it Grand Haven Stamped Prodd&28 lthe company moved

into a new building at 1305 Madison Street. The products consisted of refrigerator and piano hardware
stampings, but when the Challenge Refrigerator Company went out of business and with the slowing down
of activity at the Piano Conay.

During the depression, new types of products and markets had to be developed. During the Great Depression
the energies and resources of the people at the Stamped Products were directed towards metal stamping for
the automotive and railroad parts. 1848 the local concern started working on its tractor program and a
pilot model was made for testing purposes. Because of scarcity of materials during the war only a few
tractors were made which were sold in this and immediate areas until late in 194bgAlthhad started

out as a manufacturer of a cultivatoactor, the need and demand for additional equipment resulted in the
company producing accessories adaptable to plowing, planting, mowing, snow plowing, and multiple row
cultivation in onions, caats, and small row crop. On July 12, 1967, @rand Haven Tribuneeported

that the company was doubling its plant size by construction of a new building on 20 acres at 1250
Beechtree, just south of the Marion Street industrial park. The estimated tresfaftory was more than
$600,000, and the company would employ over 100 persons. Later, additional plants were opened in Spring
Lake and Hart, with total employment of over 530 in 1997.

According to a news item in tl&rand Haven Daily Tribunef Octobe, 19, 1929 Articles of Incorporation
had been filed with the county clerk authorizing the Challenge Stamping and Porcelain Company to do
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business with a capital stock of $50,000. The Corporation management team included Adrian Ringelberg,
President; CarKleist, Vice President; Eugene Orr Harbeck, Secretaeasurer; and Anton Fosheim and
Harvey Bulthouse as board members. Ringelberg and Harbeck had been officers of the Challenge
Refrigerator Company. Kleist, Fosheim, and Bulthouse had earlier come frormald Refrigerator in

Grand Rapids, bringing their respective skills in welding, sheet metal fabrication, and porcelain enameling
to work for Challenge Refrigerator. These five men saw the need for porcelain enameling of sheet metal
items and appliance®Vithin a few years 100 people were employed, and after World War 1l fabrication
and enameling of signs, bathtubs, sinks, and architectural panels were added to the produchbine. On

7, 1950 fire raged for seven hours under the floor of the Challergel&a plant. In 1949 Ringelberg
became Chairman of the Board, while his son Harold took over as President of the firm. Jack K. Keating
was Vice President at t hat ti me, and Corneila Bo
became Plant Superartdent.

In the late 1950s White Products in Middleville was assured by Challenge that the inside of their hot water
tanks could be coated successfully with porcelain
success, on existing equipment@rand Haven. A joint venture to construct a building and install-efate

the-art equipment to produce glaésed hot water tanks, bath tubs, and sinks on the White Products site

was initiated. The new product bxotherGlerswhb sadtedfvithi t r o g |
the Grand Haven plant, was manager of the Vitroglass operation. When White Products was sold, the bath

tub and sink production was shifted to the local plant, requiring an additional 10,000 sq. ft. of manufacturing
space.

With facilities for metal stampings, custom fabricating, and porcelain enameling, Challenge Stamping &
Porcelain offered a wide variety of services to its customers. Their varied experience and equipment made
it possible to manufacture almost any item witppacelain finish. Around May 12, 1962 the Puiffer
Hubbard firm located at 741 Jackson in Grand Haven was sold to Challenge Stamping & Porcelain. All of
the stock had been purchased by the local firm, but the business continued to operate under thienrame Puf
Hubbard. The Grand Haven plant was sold to Chicago investofdarch 4, 1976. At that time the
Challenge Stamping & Porcelain Company at 850 Jackson was the largest industrial business ever
established locally by a native of Grand Haven. The new @ammere three brothers: John, Robert, and

Alan Doede of Chicago.

The sale of the Puffddubbard facilities at 850 Jackson to AP Parts was closed Wednesday, April 19, 1979,
which meant PuffeHubbard would have more money to operate. Challenge Stampingoaoelah
continued to operate under Chapter XI of the Bankruptcy Act. The property was purchased for $400,000
and AP Parts planned to use the facilities to expand, although plans were not finalized.

The AndersofBolling Manufacturing Company was formed Fedry 22, 1935 by Baltzar Bolling and Eric
Anderson and leased a wing of the building owned and used by Challenge Stamping & Porcelain Company.
The company produced steel stampings and assemblies. About one month later ABdiirgpmoved

into part of he Great Lakes Cooperage plant, later the site of Oldberg Manufacturing. When Oldberg took
over the building in 1937, Andersdolling was faced with a new location problem. Challenge Stamping
and Porcelain Company purchased a section of the old ChalRefggerator plant and offered this to
AndersonBolling so the company could remain in this area. At this time six men were employed
manufacturing stove guards.

In 1941, the firm moved into its new building at 701 East Savidge in Spring Lake with 16,0000§q

floor space. Ten years after World War Il new facilities were added to the building, along with new
equipment, so products included rubber mat inserts, stove guards, weather strips, accelerator pedals, and
TV cabinets. In 1965 AnderséBolling purchased Barler, Inc. of Goshen, Indiana. They were designers

and prime manufacturers of store fixtures and equipment. In November, 198tatie Haven Tribune
announced that Andersddolling had moved its Indiana operations to Spring Lake. In 1969 theazomp
purchased the Denham Manufacturing Company of Big Rapids, makers of zioastiiggs for the
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automotive and appliance industries. In 1973 the company employed 300 men. In August, 1958 Anderson
Bolling devel oped a A Ne wepdérdenttyland ofterecadoublé teetnormatoeh t i r
life. In 1966 the company installed computer equipment to be connected to its plant in Goshen, Indiana.

Piston Pin & Mfg. Company moved to Grand Haven from Detroit in 1927 and in June the next year changed
its name to Ottawa Steel Products. The firm moved into a reergtructed building at 745 Woodlawn.
Original officers included Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Nygren and Victor Palm. At that time the firm manufactured
piston pins and cylindrical shafts. In 1954 it wapared that Ottawa Steel Products Inc. had earned a
reputation as specialists in the manufacture of hardened and precision ground screw machine products. This
reputation had been built on quality products, skilled workmanship, and service to customéosall he

firm, with its modernized plant of 26,250 square feet of floor space and modern equipment for 80
employees, helped solve the production problems of leading concerns all over the country. Parts were
manufactured locally for use in hydraulics, heawyrtle moving equipment, diesel engines, pumps,
dispensing equipment, and armature shafts for the electrical industry. Among the items produced were
spline shafts, valve plungers, pump shafts, Lanova type energy cells, control valves, rotor shafts, outer
raees, valve tappet rollers, and piston pins. Many of these parts were furnished to customers making
assembled units in Algeria, England, Arabia and I
President of Ottawa Steel, sold his interests indta& firm and retired to Arizona.

Started by Claude Olthoff in January, 1946 North Shore Machine Works began as a job shop for screw
machine products and developed into a variety of
machine experigce at Keller Tool, Olthoff decided to take his chances by going into business on his own.
Starting out with one hand screw machine in 1947, the local firm continued to add to its equipment until
there were five hand and automatic screw machines, a esstgrinder, milling machine, and facilities for
drilling and welding services. In June, 1949 Wayne Rossink moved his welding service in with the North
Shore Machine Works, enabling the company to offer a more diversified services including portable and
productive welding. Products turned out at North Shore Machine Works were used in autorssttnmn
equipment, railroad repair equipment, gas pumps, office equipment, hot water heaters, and some aircraft
components. Officers included Claude Olthoff, Rfest, George Verduin, Vice President and Secretary,

and William Rescorla, Treasurer. In January, 1961 an addition was completed, increasing the total floor
space to 7,000 sq. ft. A fire in October, 1961 destroyed the old buildings on Beach Road irufepamnydb

much of the new addition. At that time it was decided go ahead with a rebuilding program and improve the
old sections to conform to the addition. More recently the business was located at 595 Second Street in
Ferrysburg.

Started in 1947 as a partebip with Homer Benedict and Lester Kammeraad, Grand Haven Screw Products
made precision metal turnings. It was located at 421 North Griffin Street in Grand Haven. Screw Products
specialized in precision turnings using a variety of materials. In perfgratintract machining for other

local and oustate industries, the company earned the reputation of doing unusual precision turnings.
Without the promise of a single order, the partners accepted the challenge and on June 6, 1947 began the
constructionof2 86 x 406 concrete building by themsel ves.
business with the first order coming from the Aero Manufacturing and Machining Company of Muskegon
Heights. The two men developed an efficient combination, with Beinbdnging the orders in and
Kammeraad pushing them out to customer satisfaction. In 1953 the business employed nine men. In
September, 1962 Kammeraad died at the age of 53, about nine months after Benedict. Kamenga
Manufacturing Company of Grand Rapigsychased the company.

Fred King started metal Stamping Products in 1952 on Elm Street in Ferrysburg. On May 1, 1956 Henry
Freeze left Camfields in Muskegon and formed a partnership with Jerry Maring to purchase the building
and equipment on EIm Streett #hat time Fred King formed King Tool & Die and moved to Marion Street

in Grand Haven. Starting out with five employees in a building having 5,000 sq. ft. of floor space, Freeze
and Maring expanded Metal Stamping Products to 19 employees. The compamay seasce type
organization performing fabricating, stamping, welding, machining, and assembly operations for local and
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out-state industries. As a job shop its products were varied, depending upon customer requirements. In 1978
fire completely gutted a pvon of the plant, but the factory was back in business within a few days. Six
weeks later a second blaze hit the plant, and arson was suspected.

Arriving in January, 1953 and located in the former Wolverine Table Company building at 803 Taylor
Avenue, Aubmatic Steel Products hired 15 employees to make parts for vertical venetian blinds, spring
and steel stampings, flat and coiled springs, wire forms, and roll forming. Officers were Ralph Poe, Foster
Poe, and Wancel Milanowski, with Werner Kullack, Gen&tahager. In 1962 the company changed its
name to Automatic Spring Products Corp. In 1966 Werner Kullack, Vice President of Automatic Spring,
died after suffering a long illness. Nine years later his replacement, Foster D. Poe died at 77 years of age.
Darrell Moreland, one of the early employees of the company, rose to the position of President and later
Chairman of the Board. His son Steve later served as President, also.

Mr. Ernst founded a manufacturing firm bearing his name on March 1, 1962 in a sitaitidoon Marion

Street in Grand Haven with 1200 sq. ft. of floor space. It was-anameoperation that did metal stampings,
assembly, and industrial painting. Continuing its job shop operations, the firm expanded into the design and
manufacture of cony®r systems. About November 1, 1962 Ernst Manufacturing started production of
conveyor systems for Nabisco and continuegbimshop work for the next 12 months. In October, 1963

the Ermanco product line of gravity and power conveyors was developed alugjedt On May 6, 1966

Ernst, located at 830 Woodlawn, changed its name to Ermanco Inc. Ted Hammond took over controlling
interest when he bought out Marvin Ernst. Whiting Corporation of Harvey, lllinois finalized the acquisition
of Ermanco on May, 1970 i an exchange of 22,000 shares of Whiting Corporation common stock for
all outstanding stock of Ermanco. On November 8, 1974 Ermanco, Inc. announced plans to move its
facilities to 6860 Grand Haven Road in Norton Shores.

In Februaryl 96 6 Coast al Roll form built a 6006 x 12206 ste
of Second Street in Ferrysburg, on the banks of the Grand River. The company employed four men and
rolled coiled steel, with distribution throughout the Midwedh August 28, 1969 Maurice F. Krug,

President, announced that Technology, Inc. had purchased the company. The assets and business were
acquired and the company operated as a division of Technology. The merger significantly expanded
Technol ogy 6cson imatal) fabricptingo cdpability, Krug said. Technology then operated two
divisions which specialized in aerospace, biomedical, information systems, and photographic research and
development, as well as four subsidiaries engaged in the production wit&and scientific products

with facilities maintained in Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Texas, and California.

Contour Roll was founded by Timothy Gutowski in 1975 as a maker of roll form tooling and soon became
one of the industry leaders in roll form teolwgy, designing and manufacturing various styles of roll
forming equipment and pneumatic presses. Contour Roll had 62 employees. Located at 1700 Air Park
Drive, the company developed a new bumper line for the auto industry and introduced a new light duty
line.

Matches

The friction match was invented in the 1820s. Again because of the availability of wood and wood by
products, Grand Haven became for a brief time a center for match production. The first was the Grand
Haven Match Company, founded in 1887, ethimade parlor and sulfur matches. Managed by Frederick

F. Sommers and employing 75 men, it was absorbed
Company, organized in 1891 with a capital stock of $25,000, was essentially a home industry independent
of the match trust. Officers were H. W. Boswell, President, Sherman H. Boyce, Vice President, and George
D. Turner, Secretafyreasurer; Byron Parks and John A. Pfaff were Directors. They had the best and most
recent matchmaking machinery, some parts otlhivere inventions of one of the stockholders and the
patents on them were the property of the corporation. Pine lumber was used for making parlor, sulfur, and
safety matches. They employed 150 to 200 workers, and could turn out 400 cases of matchdsedaily.
plant covered one acre of ground and included six brick buildings at the site of the Grand Haven Basket
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Factory on Monroe between Sixth and Seventh Streets. In the early 1890s, at least, the company continued
to advertise as the Grand Haven Match Canyp On December 1, 1896 the Ruby Match Company was
organized with a capital of $25,000 and moved into the building occupied by the Globe Match Company.
Officers were Edward H. Reed, President; G. W. A. Smith, Vice President and Manager; and James A.
Reed Secretary and Treasurer. Work was begun on February 1, 1897, with thirty employees. Within a short
time this number was increased to 60. By the use of very ingenious machinery these employees were able
to turn out 125 cases per day, selling at wholesal§X.23 to $1.35 per case.

The manufactured match was 2.250 |l ong and of two
match. o0 The friction end of each sort was done in
the best matches in tinearket, both in strength of the stick and in the certainty of ignition. The pasteboard

boxes in which the matches were packed for market were made in the same factory by the use of a very
ingenious machine that a boy could work and which turned out lwess complete and with surprising

rapidity.

The timber used for these matches was Michigan wh
came from Chicago and New Yor k. Agnes Koster wrot
and crescenmanufactory finds a ready market in Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, lllinois, and
Indiana, being able to compete with older matwikers that have long had possession of the market. A
company so enterprising as this, that gives employment to so ofiany people and that turns out so

superior a match deserves well of our citizens and dealers. No other match should be found for sale in Grand
Haven, Ottawa County, or in the State of Mi chi ga
Match Factory irl897. Diamond Match, apparently, was the major force behind the Match Trust.

Pianos

In the fall of 1900 the Story & Clark Piano Company of Chicago was secured by the Grand Haven Board
of Trade as the first large industrial addition to the City of GrandeRlaConstruction on the new factory

was begun December 5, 1900, production began in 1901, and operations were put into full swing during
1901. The firm manufactured small console and spinet pianos as well as French provincials and grands.
The finished plat occupied more than 168,000 square feet. In 1905 astorgebrick structure was built
adjacent to the first building on the west side of North First Street between Washington and Columbus
Streets. Another building was added in 1923 along North RiresttSetween Columbus and Fulton Streets,

and then the buildings in the first and second blocks of North First Street were connected by an enclosed
walkway over Columbus Street, which remains visible today. Later additions in 1947, 1950, and 1953 gave
Stay & Clark a total of 162,036 sq. feet of space. The structures occupied lots 51, 52, and 77 through 88,
which was the east half of the blocks bounded by Washington, Harbor, across Columbus to Fulton, and
North First Streets.

Founded by Hampton Story in 38 at Burlington, Vermont, the company moved to Chicago in 1867 in

order to improve product distribution, and then in 1900 transferred manufacturing operations to Grand
Haven. Story and Clark was a pioneer in many new designs and technical improvabmuttthe time of

the move to Grand Haven, Story was bound for California after he divorced his wife and married his secretary.
Before leaving, Hampton offered his piece of the company to sons Fuller and Edward, who immediately
accepted. It was not untiHgt on was a continent away that the sol
bills and just $9.32 remaining in the firmds bank
and set up operations in Grand Haven in 1901. The advantages of halaimgraGrand Haven were obvious:

with two steamboat lines to Chicago and one to Milwaukee, and the two trunk lines, the Grand Trunk and the

Pere Marquette, transportation of products and materials was much more convenient than other locations.

Whatseemd | i ke fieverybody and his brothero rushed t
Haven area by the new factory. Al most everyone in
to someone who did. Many boys quit school in the seventhgbthegrade to work in the factory, which

paid them 14 to 18 cents an hour for their labors.
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The fine craftsmanship of the Story & Clark factory became legendary. Theytdwad their own parts.

They used only real ivory keys. And, to keep the instrundentgy | ossy surfaces from b
they held the finished pianos for more than three months before shipping to allow the varnish to set.
Ironically this quality manufacturing led to decreased business, in a roundabout way. During World War

I, the government required many piano factories to produce wooden glider parts. Story and Clark made
spare caps and landing skids of a quality that far exceeded that of the parts made by other piano
manufacturers. This meant that when most factories had resunmeal ogerations after the Allied victory

in Europe, Story & Clark was stil]l refused fidecl e
simply too valuable to discontinue. They quickly made up for lost time afteD¥y [victory in Japan],

steing up production and adding 7,000 square feet of floor space in 1950. In 1961 the factory left the
control of the Story family, but was active under various owners until the company closed its doors in 1984.

By this time, however, the instruments werdor@er handcrafted but were instead produced by assembly

line.

Western Piano Supply Company started operations in July, 1903 with John F. Corl, President and George
A. Farr ll, Secretanfreasurer. It was located on North Sixth Street in a building oedupi1910 by the
Van Motor Company, after Western Piano went out of business.

Another piano business was started April 13, 1942 by Gordon Laughead at 122 Washington Street.
Laugheadbs company manufactured spitwednplgyéea imos and
1969 75year old Laughead, founder and president of the company, which was then located at the corner of
Elliott and Seventh Streets, was fatally stricken with a heart attack. In 1971 Northside Music Co. of
Lafayette, Indiana bought theisiness and moved it out of Grand Haven.

Plastic Products

Founded in March, 1946 by Miller Sherwood for the manufacture of custoltled thermoplastic
products, Michigan Plastics Products was first located in the former Ford garage on Franklin Street. The
company built a new plant on Robbins Road in 1951. In 1946 the company specialized in custom molding
of thermoplastic materials, such as styrene, Lucite, and Plexiglas. Some of the first items produced were
cream separators, curtain shade pulls, andneiétames. Soon the company branched into the refrigerator

and automotive fields, producing such parts as escutcheons, handles, and knobs. In 1973 the company built
a new plant at 1500 Beechtree Street on-a@e site. The plant itself consisted of ar Stael building

4506 by 29006 with a manufacturing area of 130,500
a Division of the JSJ Corporation, was formed by combining with four other ldrzadlgd companies:

Grand Haven Brass Foundry, Grafdven Stamped Products, Dake Corp. and Carlon Meter Company. In
1997 Michigan Plastics had yearly sales of nearly $20 million. The former Robbins Road plant was later
occupied by Carlon Meter Company, and it also housed the JSJ administrative offices.

Fomed December, 1951 Grand Haven Plastics started operations in part of the former Dake Corp. building
at 633 Monroe and then moved to a new modern plant at 1540 Marion Street. The company did compression
molding of reinforced plastics products. Officers @l E. Jacobson I, President, Milford Morse, Vice
President, and General Manager, and Dave Jacobson, SeGire@syrer.

Ship Building

Having a major Lake Michigan port and surrounded by timber, it was natural for Grand Haven, Ferrysburg,
and Spring La& to become a shipbuilding center. During the last half of tHed®ury local ship builders
included the Duncan Robertson Shipyard, Kirby Shipyard and Mechanics Dry Dock, H. C. Pearson
Shipyard, Ferry & Son Shipyard, the Spring Lake Clinker Boat Coyp@ard others. Johnston Brothers,

in Ferrysburg, was best known for its boilers, and the Dake Engine Company of Grand Haven became
famous for its marine engines and other products.

The first ship of record manufactured in this area wa®thashtanonglaunched in 1838 by the Robinson,
White, & Williams Company. The fldtottomed sterwheeler operated at a loss, and earned the nickname
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Poor Housébecause of its inadequate construction and scanty revenues. Thomas W. White was her captain,

and she carried fg, supplies, and other freight between Grand Haven and Grand Rapids. Demetrius Turner
was engineer . When the companyo6s mil|l burned, t h
Williams sometimes was referred to as the Grand Haven Company, andsivase@nfused with the other

Grand Haven Company, founded in 1834 by Rev. William Ferry, Robert Stuart, and Nathan White.

Ferry & Sons Shipyard in Ferrysburg manufactured several ve€deia:Branch launched in 1854 and
wrecked later the same year, @live Branch I| launched in 1855 and taken out of service in 1858. Both
were sternwheelers. The propeltgiven boatOttawaalso was manufactured at Ferry & Sons in 1856.

The first shipbuilding company with an extended |
C. Pearson. Pearson had a similar business in Ogdensberg, New York, which he sold before coming to
Ferrysburg. The shipyard employed up to 100 shipeant er s at ti mes. Located |
factory in Ferrysburg, the company built schooners and tugs, using engines produced by Ottawa Iron Works
and boilers by Johnston Boiler WorKks. Peaand on i nv
improvements to the propeller wheel, along with many other creations. The first ship he built, for William

M. Ferry and Captain Heber Squier, was thetlumter Savidge | aunched i n 1866. Pe:
was out of business by 1872. When the SpriakelL Clinker Boat Company was organized in 1887, it took

over Pearsonb6s patents. Eventually Klaus Katt of
on the site of Pearsonds shipyard, but not until
Established in 1867 by Thomas W. Kitbhy J ohn W. Calister, and John Ne

Shipyard was located on the north bank of Harbor Island in the Grand River, and included floating docks.

In 1881 the company spent $200,000 for repairs and expansion. Fheo23@kam bargl. C. Aeleywas

buil't at Mechanicb6bs in 1881 at a cost of $110, 000
the company was out of business, but the 18B2ory and Business Compendiumated that Captain

Thomas Kirby had been directing the Michig@arge Company for 13 years.

Another ship building enterprise was the Robertson & Company Shipyard, later called the Grand Haven
Ship Building Company. Also started in the fall of 1867, the firm was owned by Scotsmen Duncan
Robertson, Paul McColl, PeteinSlair, and Captain John Budge. Located on a triangular spot of four acres

on the south bank of Grand River near the north end of Second Street, the business employed 35 to 70 men.
In 1872 the company launché&ity of Grand Havena threemasted schoonéuilt for Kirby Furlong and
Company. This schooner, at some point reduced to a fore and an aft mast, sailed until 1923. By the time
City of Grand Havemvas abandoned in Manitowoc, Wisconsin in 1925, one of the masts had been removed.
City of Grand Rapidsa propeller driven vessel, artdl C. Hall, also propeller driven, were built by
Rober t s on 0lenia owrsed ame aperdteld by Captain William Loutit. The-masted schooner

Hunter Savidgevas built for the Cutler, Savidge Lumber Company at the Redieshipyard and launched

on August 21, 1879. The vessel sank in Lake Huron twenty years later [see Shipwrecks]. In 1881 the owners
made repairs and improvements to their yard at a cost of $47,500. In thélis89®al and Business
Compendiunthe compay name appears as the Grand Haven Ship Building Company, with Duncan
Robertson, Manager, and John Budge, Secretary. Its specialty was building, rebuilding, and repairing
nTugs, Fishing Boat s, Y a dPhntlamd bailh fdr Willianu . ¢.duté,svasd T h e
launched on November 11, 1893. Thomas McCambridge of Grand Haven was its first captain. The vessel
was 200 feet long, 35 feet at the beam, and 14 feet deep. It was named for a firth with that name in Scotland.
The engine was manufactured byoftier Iron Works of Detroit, and Johnston Brothers of Ferrysburg
fashioned the boiler. The shipbs main function wa
Lake Iron Works in Fruitport, but it also carried lumber, wheat, and chdbunear t i cl e fiThe Pen
April 6, 1894.]

Formed in 1887 by Dr. Cyril P. Brown, President, C. Alton Pearson, Vice President and Superintendent,
Herman F. Harbeck, Secretary, and F. C. Bury, Secr@t@gysurer, the Spring Lake Clinker Boat
ManufacturingComany sol d boats all over the world and wa
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By 1895, William Barrett was listed as Vice President and Manager, replacing Pearson, and the next year
Dana Brown was Secretafyeasurer, while he, Cyril P. Brown [ttko ct or 6 s son] , Barret
were Directors. Clinker b o abtusi | @ &r nmeeda nwo rtlhdawti dteh ef
overlapped each other, much like clapboard on a house. The company went out of business in 1901 and
reorganized for shistorage as the Barrett Boat Work. The original building stood on the north side of the
Grand Trunk Railroad Tracks, between Park and Main Streets in Spring Lake, but later moved 801 Liberty
Street and then to 821 Savidge.

When Barrett died in 1917, his wife, son, and dau
death in 1943, the brother and sister became full owAdeger owner was local dentist, Dr. Jack Jordan

who in October 1964 purchased the boat workf r om t he <church that had i nh
Pier 33 boughthe business 1997 and a new buildingaserected on the old site at 821 West Savidge in

Spring Lake.

In 1898 Caleb Verduin, a commercial fisherman out of Grand Haven, hadstreHsteel tugC. J. Bos

built at Johnston Brothers Shipyard in Ferrysburg. The tug was named for Cornelius J. Bos, William
Ver dui n-d-kBwdnd Grénd Haven businessman, who helped finance the boat. Three years later the
Verduin family had the Zfoot fishing tugH. J. Dornbosbuilt, also at Johnston Brothers. This one was
named for Henry J. Dornbos, a principal figure in the Grand Haven fishing business with that name. This
seaworthy vessel was used by the Life Saving Service on occasiorcior reissions. As late as 2008 the

tug, renamedJrger, became the flagship of the New York State Canal System. On May 25, 1907 the
company launched the passenger stedtaekinag also made of steel. The company manufactured its last
vessel about 1926.

Owneal by William Tuer and Emmit Wightman, the Grand Haven Boat Company operated from

approximately 115 South Harbor [ Lot 4]. l'ts exact
Their business ad in the 19Q8ty Directorys ai d t hey wien ef Bdatsland batireheg and
dealers in Boat and Engine Supplies, Stationary,

Officers of the Spring Lake Boat Company were J. M. Spencer, President; J. Gurnee, Vice President; and
M. L. Hughes, Secretafyreasurer. Othredirectors included Paul Beardsley of Muskegon and Harold
Smedley of North Muskegon. The company, started in 1931, engaged in the manufacture and storage of
boats.

Arthur Van Pelt | started his business primarily in the manufacture of plywood boatsanii®&gan

operations in a section of Van Zylen Lumber Company in Grand Haven and later moved to Spring Lake
where Stanco Company was located [705 West Savidge]. In 1935 Van Pelt erected the building located at

612 West Savidge Street in Spring Lake.ce s i gned tthyep dicc rseasiclelmdaat , popul ar
had a Vshaped bottom and marconi rig. It was considered especially safe for children and inexperienced
boatmen. Van Pelt also made boats to be rigged with outboard motors and etiwofimboats. In 1936 he

sold about 75 boats ranging in price from $75 to $1fB.dompany was headed by his wife, after his death,

and then by is son, Art Van Pelt Il. The name was changed to AVPI. The company discontinued producing

boats in the mid 960s.

Among other memorable vessels, neither built locally, wers\ileam. H. Barrettand theMay Graham
TheBarrett, built in 1874 by Jesse Ganoe & Son of Grand Rapids, was piloted by Captain John Muir. The
fare from Eastmanville to Grand Haven was 75 cewitsch included one meal. TlBarrettachieved some
notoriety for emitting sparks that ignited a sawdust pile in Spring Lake on May 11, 1893, starting a fire that
destroyed much of the east side of Spring Lake Village. IronicallyBéneett was destroye by fire on
November 6, 1894 while docked in Grand Rapids. Nlag Graham bought by the Crosby Transportation
Company in 190Avas named after the daughter of its builder. The vessel, built in St. Joseph, Michigan in
1879, originally worked the St JoseRiver at Benton Harbor before coming to Grand Haven in 1911. It
steamed up the Grand River to Grand Rapids during those early years to pick up fruit for shipment across
the lake. The boat also carried passengers, mail, and supplies. It also dredgetisf@ iy the river
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bottom and took them to the button factor to be shaped into clamshell buttohday rahammade her
last run in 1918 [1917/1919], when she was dismantled and the hull converted to a barge.

Boats built at Eastmanville were the schexsMary Amandd1869],W. H. Dunhanj1873], William Loutit
[1873], andEarly Bird [1874]. The screwpropelledNew Erawas constructed in 1867 and used by Galen
Eastman to tow barges to Chicago.

Marine accessories continued to be manufactured in Norti@westa County long after the ship building
industry was gone. Founded in 1967, Medallion Instruments, Inc., with Frederick R. Fletemeyer, President,
and located at 917 West Savidge Street in Spring Lake, designed and manufactured its own meter
movements, ending units, fuse blocks, wiring harnesses, and many other rosiémeed accessories.

Their instruments were specified as original equipment on many leading pleasure craft, such as Chrysler
Marine, Searay, Reinell, Century Starcraft, AFL, and Slickcéfbwing demand prompted the company

to establish a second plant in Otsego. On August 21, 1987 the company announced it had been acquired by
Kysor Industrial Corp. and in October, 1986, ground was broken for a new 80,000 square foot
manufacturing plant at7150 Hickory in the Spring Lake Township Industrial Park, at a projected cost of
nearly $1.6 million.

Wood-Related Products

Before the Colonists arrived in America, there were guilds of coopers in Europe. Coopers specialized in
fashioningutilitarian objects from wood, then known as treen. Many of these guild members immigrated

to America, including John Al den of Plymouth Col o
who made housewares, such as spoons, plates, and shallbwvsbow A Wet , 6 or A Sl ack, 0 c
for bul k commodi ti es, such as flour and sugar . i

coopers made small kegs and water flasks. As with so many enterprises, the work of the artisans was
replaced bynass production, including a variety of weated industries in Northwest Ottawa County.

The first of those local concerns was founded in Ferrysburg by Benjamin F. Eames and John W. Luscomb,

just north of where Johnston Boiler later was located [BlotkLbts 3 and 4, of the original plat], the

Eames & Luscomb Manufacturing Company in 1850 began the manufacture of woodenware.
AWoodenwareodo refers generally to items made of wo
figures. Luscomb withdrewdm the business in 1855. In 1856 Eames erected a large building equipped

with steam power. He sold it to Willard and Bolles in 1861, whioverted it to a pail factory until it was

destroyed by fire in 1872.

Henry Rysdorp combined a barrel stdaetory and a lumber mill in 1863 and produced 40,000 barrel
staves a day. |t isnét clear when the other prini
Busche & Sprik. The companyé6s plant waed destroyed

The Grand Haven/Great Lakes Cooperage Company, started by William Anderson and Howard Brown in
November, 1934, leased the plant formerly occupied by the Challenge Refrigerator Company near the
northeast corner of Jackson and Beacon [620 North Sev@yefations began in July, 1935 making
barrels and kegs by precision methods. Officers were Howard Brown, President; William Anderson, Vice
President and Superintendent; Leonard J. Gringhuis, Seeliggagurer; and Andrrew Peterson, Assistant
Superintendnt. The company employed 50 to 60 people. The lease expired in 1937 and was taken up by
the Oldberg Manufacturing Company.

The largest shingle mill in the world in its heyday, the Boyden & Akeley Shingle Mill, started in 1871, was
located on the south sdf the South Channel between Second and Third Streets. Healy C. Akeley and
Charles Boyden were amwvners until the mill was sold in 1881. At its peak the company cut 937,000
shingles in 11% hours, at the same time it was cutting 100,000 board feebef.litrhad 240 employees

at that time. In 1881 the Grand Haven Lumber Company bought Boyden & Akeley, along with three other
Grand Haven mills.
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Glover & Tate Tub Factory started in 1880 to manufacture barrels for shipping fish. The company was
located neathe foot of Third Street, just east of the Boyden & Akeley Shingle Mill on the south side of the
South Channel between Second and Third Streets. Brothers Benjamin and Aaron D. Fessenden purchased
Glover & Tate in 1881 and moved their woodenware manufactuoperations from Townsend,
Massachusetts to Grand Haven. The new company employéd 2n and manufactured fish kits that
were sold in St. Louis, in addition to barrels and staves for fish and syrup packages. Frederick A. Larkin
was junior partner ahmanager, and John Gardner was foreman. In 1882 Silas Kilbourn & Company was
incorporated and bought out the Fessendens. Under Kilbourn the firm grew to be the largest of its kind in
West Michigan. The company had several large buildings and modern ergctBasides fish and syrup
packages, the firm also manufactured kits and pickle and cider kegs. A sawmill was operated in conjunction
with the kit and pail factory. A kit was a wooden tub or pail, usually circular. In 1892 the company employed
150 handsd their payroll ran into the thousands monthly. The business amounted to $100,000 annually.

Locally this business was always called the dAbarr
years, and the TCities Historical Museum had in its collent the cooperage tools he used in his work
and one of the Akitsd produced by the company. Th

regarded as waste material. Their market stretched from Detroit and Toledo to the Pacific Ocean on the
west, ad from Winnipeg to New Orleans. The plant was located on the South Channel near the foot of
Third Street and was taken over by the firm of Kilbourne & Kilbourne in 1904.

The Cutter Company, begun in 1888, employed about 20 men manufacturing sleighs, andtesdeds.
Located south and west of the Grand River bridge, it lasted only a few years before failing in 1900.

Started by Charles La Fleur and Ernest Pace in 1927, the Builtwell Seat Company manufactured toilet seats.
In May, 1928 a new partnership wismed by La Fleur and Pace known as the Spring Lake Seating
Company. They bought the east half of the Spring Lake County Road building and continued the
manufacture of pl umbersé6 woodwor k. In June, 1928
manufacturing seats of three kinds in mahogany, oak, and white. In September, 1929 the factory at the
corner of Park and Liberty Streets was expanded and the Chicago firm moved here when it merged with
the Builtwell Mfg. Company. A new building was ereciadl930 where the Superior Plating Company

[111 North Park] later was located. It employed about 30 men at that time. Officers of the merged firm were

L. Charles La Fleur, President, George S. Christman, Vice President; Willie G. Turner of Muskegon,
Secreary; and Ernest P. Pace, Treasurer. The business was disbanded in 1934.

Started in business June 1, 1946 with Ralph Thomas, owner, Custom Woodworking was located just south
of Grand Haven off old U.S. 31 [18%venue]. The company made novelty furnituaepplifiers, and
speaker cases. It moved to Reed City in August, 1953.

Evans Products purchased the former Heap building at 1401 Fulton from Oxford Varnish in June, 1946. It
started with 45 employees and employed as many as 125 in the manufacture of pholded radio
cabinets and furniture. The company ceased operations in February, 1949 and the following month sold the
equipment and manufacturing rights to the Herman Miller Furniture Company of Zeeland. This building
was sold in September, 1950 to Hailjdichigan, Ltd.

Started in 1948 by Forrest Thompson and Lewis Hodges to produce woodturnings, custom cabinet making,
and light woodworking, Ottawa Woodcraft was initially located in the 600 block of Madison Street in one
of the former Grand Haven Basketckay buildings. Around the mid950s the company moved to a new
building at 17281 Van Wagoner in Spring Lake Township.

Organized in June, 1951 by Norwood Hubbell, Henry Parker, William Vivian, and John Wierenga,
Fleetwood Furniture Company specializedime manuf act ur eLiofe d ufviemnn il teu rieS.
located at 8 North Seventh Street. The facilities of the Grand Haven Harbor Industries with which it was
affiliated were used shzebefmanufaceure of this n
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MARITIME OFFICES
United States Corps of Army Engineers

The Detroit District of the United States Army Corps of Engineers dates to 1841. It was charged with
maintaining approximately 4,000 miles of Great Lakes shoreline and its many harbors, and it has supervised
all work in Grand Haven harbor since 1857. When the Corps established a Grand Rapids District in 1881,
an office was opened in Grand Haven with a warehouse near the shore end of the south pier. In 1911 the
warehouse was moved to 307 Harbor Drive, just south of HowegetSih 1921, the year the Grand Rapids
Corps merged with the Milwaukee District, structures were built in Wisconsin, disassembled, and delivered
by barge to Grand Haven, where they were erected at the northeast end of Government Basin. The silo held

coalf or the Corpewefbdetlretigesal The Corpsd current
more recently.

United States Customs Office

At the height of the logging era, there were as many as thirty ships in the Grand HavenSeabaned

sail ors added their share of ficol oro to the town,
Chicago and other ports. The bustling port soon led to the establishment of the United States Custom Service
office in Grand Haven. Heal§. Akeley was the first Collector of Customs assigned to the Grand Haven
office, beginning in 1866. James A. Stephenson of Grand Haven was Deputy Collector of Customs. The
jurisdiction of the office included the west half of the Lower Peninsula and tlie kalfi of the Upper

Peninsula, until 1913, when headquarters were moved to Detroit in a move to consolidate all five of the
Michigan offices. Akeley was followed by David McLaughlin [188885], Dudley O. Watson [188E89

and again from 1893897], Georg W. McBride [18891893], George A. Farr [1897906], and Walter 1.

Lillie [1906-1913]. Lillie was the last Collector at the Grand Haven office, although William L. Phillips,

who had been Lilliebdbs assistant Pi3nce 1906, cont i

United States Steamboat Inspection Office

It was natural, too, to set up a local office for Steamboat Inspection in Grand Haven, one of 47 throughout

the country. The first local board was organized in 1876 [1873] and included Captain Liersongirefpect

Hull s, and John Stark, grandfather of Agnes Stark
steamboat men, one an inspector of hulls and the other an inspector of boilers. The district supervised from
Grand Haven included the eastshorof Lake Mi chigan, from St. Joseph
job was to ensure that all vessels were suitable in all respects for the service in which they were employed,
and to investigate all maritime accidents and violations of law withijutiggliction.

The Steamboat Act of August 30, 1852 established the Steamboat Inspection Service as part of the
Department of th@reasuryand authorized the appointment of inspectors. The inspectors also examined,
certified, and licensed merchant vesseispanel. In 1871 Congress again reorganized the Steamboat
Inspection Service. The mission of the Service was broadened to include crew safety, as well as passenger
safety. In 1934 the office consisted of two inspectors, two assistants, and a clerk. Beqptaid J. Gellick

was Inspector of Hulls; Hugh P. Mulligan was Inspector of Boilers; Captain Peter Thompson was Captain
Gellickds Assistant; Edgar G. Ewing was Hugh Mul |
the time of WWII, the Coast Guahéd assumed the tasks of the Inspection Service.

Office records revealed that the first shipment of grain was carried from Grand Haven to Chicago in 1836.
The 3,000 bushels of grain were carried aboard thelbhig Kenie Grand Haven did not have a dagkil
1835, and up to that time all cargoes had to be transported by scows.

The United States Steamboat Inspection service was originally established in 1838. It merged with the
Bureau of Navigation in 1932, and in 1942 many of its functions were traetterthe Coast Guard.
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MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS

The first Ottawa County resident to receive a Medal of Honor for valor on the battlefield was Henry
Ebenezer Plant of Crockery Township. On March 19, 1865, at the Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina,
Henryrescued the colors from the midst of the enemy after the designated bearer had fallen. For that action,
he was awarded the Medal of Honor, although it was not issued until April 27, 1896. Plant served as Private
in Company F of the ¥Michigan Infantry.Other recipients from the county were:

Charles M. Thatcher, Eastmanville; Civil War, Private, Company'BJithigan Sharpshooters.

Matt Urban, Holland; WW I, Lieutenant Colonel™2Battalion, 60" Infantry Regiment, 9 Infantry
Division.

John Essebagger Il, Holland; Korean War. Corporal, Company"Anféntry Regiment, '8 Infantry
Division.

Paul Ronald Lambers, Holland; Vietnam War, Staff Sergeant, CompariyBatalion, 21 Infantry, 25"
Division.

Gordon Dougla Yntema, Holland; Vietnam War, Sergeant, Company 'D,Special Forces Group
(Airborne).

[Information courtesy of Daniel Grable.]
MEDIA
Broadcast

The communitydéds move into the age of radi o began
employees of WOO Radio and WOOBV in Grand Rapids, began broadcasting in the Grand Haven area

in April, 1955 with the call letters WGHN. The station had a power of 500 watts at 1370 on the AM
[amplitude modulation] dial. FM [frequency modulation] was added later. Rumgsmirector of the radio

station and Kirby was the staff announcer. They operated from 228% Washington, above Grand Haven
Jewelry, where the station remained until the late 1970s. The company buif@2@@nsmitting tower

on Harbor Island, but itdd to be moved to the corner of 7hd Comstock in Grand Haven Township
because of poor footings on the Island. Runyon and Kirby sold their business in 1958 to Spring Lake
resident Burt Wolf. Wolf sold it to Richard Gillespie three years later. In &9§dup called Community
Broadcasters, organized by Douglas Tjapkes, bought the station from Gillespie and owned it until 1983. On
April 1 that year Tjapkes sold the station to a group of Grand Rapids investors headed by William Struyk,
who also had workefibr WOOD radio. The radio station moved to 208 Franklin in 1978, then to 120 South
Seventh Street, where it remained until relocating to 1 South Harbor in 1985.

Cable television brought another mass media dimension to Northwest Ottawa County. Introdheed t

area in the early 1980s, cable not only allowed for a greater selection of channels, but also provided
community channels for coverage of important meetings, local news, and announcements. The Grand
Haven Public Schools set up its own television istad the Education Service Center on Beechtree and
offered pertinent programs on Channel 5.

Print

The story of newspapers in Northwest Ottawa County is as intricate as the development of the railroads.
People started publications, sold them, repurchases i, changed the newspapers
between various towns, so that tracking their history often is like wandering through a maze. The following
summary may help track that intricacy through the decades.

Coopersville
Coopersville ObserveandCoopersville Courier
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M. G. Barns began publication of tl&oopersvilleObserverin November, 1850. It was considered
independent in its political slant.

In 1875 Hiram Potts moved ti@ttawa County NewBom Nunica, where he had started it two months
before as th®©ttawa County Newdo Coopersville, where it was called tGeopersville CourierAbout
the same time Edward Northrup became publisher a€tdupersville Courier

Nunica
Ottawa County News

In 1875 Hiram Potts started and edited @teawa County Newdocated in Nunica. Two months later he
moved the paper to Coopersville, where it was calle€Ctwpersville Courierin August, 1880 he moved
to Grand Haven and changed the name of his newspapieeGrand Haven Courier Journalvhich was

a voice for the Democratic party.

Spring Lake
Spring Lake Republican, Spring Lake Independetigwa County CourieandSpring Lake Message

John G. Lee, who had published thabor Unionin Grand Rapids, stied issuing theSpring Lake
Independenin 1869 in partnership with a Mr Donald. Lee bought out Donald not long afterward, and in
1875 H. H. Gibson bought a half interest in ihdependentwhich Lee bought back at the end of the year.
Withinashorttilre t he Spring Lake paper GrandBavendlemsi ned wi t h

In April, 1877 Hiram Potts moved his office to Spring Lake, again changing the name of his newspaper,
this time to theéDttawa County Courief-or two years Aloys Bilz published tiSpiing LakeRepublicana

bright, newsy paper representing the Republican point of view. In 1880 in Berrien County Andrew S.
Kedzie and his son Donald formed Kedzie & Kedzie. They purchasegiptimy Lake Republim 1881

and merged it with th&rand Haven Herald

Charles Wasm published th&pring Lake Messageom September, 1881, to September, 1883. Its office
was on the corner of Savidge and Division Streets.

Grand Haven
Grand River TimeandGrand Haven News

In 1851, with his twin brother John and with William M. Angekaitor, James Barnes [Barns] helped edit

and publishiThe Grand River Timekng said to be the first newspaper in Ottawa and Muskegon Counties,

but theCoopersville Observepreceded it by about eight months. [George W. Pattison of Grand Rapids

began pulication of another newspaper with the same on April 18, 1837, but it was not in the Grand Haven

area.] Leaning towards the views of the Democratic Party, the first issue came out on July 2, 1851. The
newspaperb6s office i nitdradtdreyon thearorthwebtacarrer oHRerst angd Gr i
Washington Streets, where the Story & Clark Piano Company later erected an office building. On January
24, 1855 the newspaperds offices and presses were
Hous® [ Lillie], which would put the building at app
Angell evidently had retired by this time, giving James and John sole ownership of the paper, which they

sold to Galen Eastman in December, 1856. The nemepwoved it to Eastmanville, trusting that the

village would become the County seat. When that expectation failed, publication ceased October 28, 1857,

and Barnes repurchased the paper, returned it to Grand Haven, and changed its na@mtal tHaven

News publishing the first issue on December 22, 1858, retaining their Democratic slant. Reuben Fosha, a
printer by trade, helped publish the first issue ofGnend Haven News heNewswas in circulation from

December 29, 1859 to April 1860. In 1860, &arbecame a second partner and in 1865, John became sole
owner, publishing it until July 17, 1876 when he became engaged in the furniture business with his brother.
The newspaperds office was destroyed twadfteréhe by fir
|l atter fire the newspaper moved back to the seco
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newspaper business that same year, 1866, to open a furniture store in downtown Grand Haven. The
remaining Barnes finally sold the paper whd G. Lee and a Mr. Hitchcock in 1876. Lee, who had
published thd.abor Unionin Grand Rapids, started publishing tBpring Lake Independemt 1869 in
partnership with a Mr. Donald. Lee bought out Donald not long afterward, and in 1875 H. H. Gibgan boug

a half interest in théndependentwhich Lee bought back at the end of the year. Within a short time the
Spring Lake paper wa s Grand hdvenMNewdandwr Julyy 18Fbi thie cdmbied k 6 s
newspapers were published as tews Journal.The News Journalsupported the Greenback party.
Hitchcock retired in January, 1877. By 1892 Horace G. Nichols was the owner, and the paper advertised
i tsel f ®&epubbicanbMeeklyd@ Nelwavas leased for one year to De Long and Mills, then in
1867 itwas sold to J. H. Mitchell, and soon afterward it was consolidated witletws Journabf Grand

Haven.

Ottawa Clarion Grand Haven UnionandGrand Haven (Daily) Herald

Henry S. Clubb published and edited @igawa Clarion which first appeared in Mang1857. The&Clarion
was strongly supportive of the Republican Party, and it was issued until the fall of 1862, when Clubb entered
the military.

In August, 1862 Healy Akeley founded the newspdapsand Haven Uniopa voice of the Republican

Party. In 1863 emoyne Smith became publisher and editor of3hend Haven UnionAkeley was a silent
partner until Le Moyne bought out his share. Republican in its leanings, Smith sold the paper to Nathan
Church in June, 1872.

On August 28, 1868 [1869] Henry Clubb begaublication of th&srand Haven Heraldwhich also leaned
toward the Republican party. It was at first a weekly publication. The newspaper office was located at 13
South Second Street initially, before moving to the third story of the Squier Buildidd avashington.

When it became a daily, its name was changed t&Gthad Haven Daily HeraldOn December 7, 1872
Clubb sold it to Charles N. Dickinson. When fire destroyed the Squier Building, Dickinson moved his office
to the rear of shidoaWashingtan. omés tail or

Nathan Church in June, 1872 bought @and Haven Uniomewspaper from Lemoyne M. S. Smith and
ran it as the local voice of the Demaocratic party until the election of November, 1872 and the defeat of his
candidate. The newspaper then discontinued publication.

Charles N. Dickinson sold tligrand Haven Heraldo Sylvester L. Morris in March, 1873. In August, 1874
Crinis Du Bois purchased a hdfiterest in theGrand Haven Daily Heraldrom Morris. By 1875 Crinis

had full control and was editor. His office was in the Masonic Lodge Building at 16 Washingtonén spac
previously occupied by Van Wormel 6s restaurant .

Whitman Benham who was in the newspaper business in Indiana and lowa, in June, 1877 bGughtithe
Haven Heraldrom Dubois and published it until his death in October, 1880. Marvin Creager operated the
Grand Haven Heraldn behalf of the Benham estate from October, 1880 to March, 1881, when Horrace
Nichols and Guy Weber bought it and a month later sold it to the firm of Kedzie & Kedzie, which had been
formed in May, 1880 in Berrien County by Andrew Kedanel his son Donald. They also bought$ipeing

Lake Republicafrom Aloyz Bilz, which they merged with theerald. The Kedzies sold the paper to M.

T. Hyer in 1892. Hyer operated it for eight months before going out of business in March, 1893.

Grand Haven CourierJournal Evening VentureEvening Tribune Grand Haven Daily Tribuneand
Grand Haven Tribune

Dr. Mary Kitchel stated in he€entennialbook that theCourier-Journalwas founded in 1869, although
the February, 1897 issueldéadlight Flashegave the year as 1868. In any event, Horace Nichols bought
this weekly newspaper and ti@&and Haven Daily Tribunén 1891 for $1,500. Th€ourier Journal
claimed it was fARepublican I n Politics. o
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In August, 1880 Hiram Potts moved to Grand Haven and chdahgathme of his Spring Lake newspaper,

the Ottawa County Courierto theGrand Haven Courier Journalvhich was a voice for the Democratic

party. Hiram also was in business with Charles Conger, another Grand Haven printer. Together they
published the 189Business Compendiufor Ottawa County.

In 1881 Horrace Nichols formed a partnership with Guy Weber and boudBtahd Haven Daily Herald

from the estate of Willard S. Benham, who had lost his life the previous October whdpehasank in

Lake Michigan. Nichols and Weber sold out in a few months to Kedzie & Kedzie. The new owners
advertised that their readers could rely on the pa
REFORMATORY. 0 Nichol s was, Henry CIl ubrgublisherefp h e w.
the Allegan Journal hired Horrace to work with him in the early years of his newspaper career.

On May 1, 1885 Edward Northrup and his brothers establishdgvitrding Venturén Grand Haven and

published his first issue July 10 that ye&trthe end of October, 1885, the Northrups sold their business to
brothers Charles R. and Joseph Esler in 1887. The Eslers changed the hame of the newspapenitogthe
Tribunewith the firstissueChar | es Conger | ear ne dHenrh® Clgbb.Chatles r 6 s t |
was associated with the Grand Haven newsppening Tribunédeginning in 1887 and was owner from

1889 to 1891. He also was a partner with Hiram Potts in a printing business. It was Potts and Conger
Publishing that distributed thdistorical and Business Compendium of Ottawa Coumt}893.Conger

sold his interests in the newspaper to Horrace Nichols in 1891 for $1,500. Nichols purch&mdtitre

Journalat the same time. On April 3, 1896 Nichols hame of the paper terdral Haven Daily Tribune

Horrace Nichols was in charge when ffréune constructed its own building at 1-A22 Washington in

1902, so the paper could vacate its space at Henr
make room for the newt&y & Clark office building. Nichols continued as owrmrblisher until 1915,
assisted by his son, Harry S. Nichols. At that ti

and Harryds partner, Ki ngs bur pntedde September 6,A924. ine ws w
February, 1927 Ernest J. McCall and Felix M. Church bought the paper, now callédatitt Haven
Tribune The papero6és <circulation then was 2, 536. I n

moved to its new facility 01 North Third. An eighpage flatbed press used at that time was replaced by

a series of improvements: a faster eighge flatbed press streamlined publication in the 1950s, followed
by a 14page flatbed press, and in 1971 ap3®e Gos#Jrbanite rotarypress. The latest innovation, the

first of its kind in Michigan, cost $250,000 and included a photocomposition operation. The new press had
four-color capability and could run off 40,000 copies per hour. In 1979rthanereplaced its typewriters

in theeditorial department with $121,000 worth of computers and video display terminals.

McCall died in 1950 and his son, Almon W. McCall, and nephew, J. Watson McCall, took over. The
McCalls sold the business in 1969 to the Grand Haven Publishing Companyai@ircby this date had

grown to 7,850. In March that year Clarence W. Poel was appointed editor. In 1984 the publisher was Alice
Rau, who was one of the principals of the Grand Haven Publishing Company, and Fred Vanden Brand, a
former reporter, was maniag editor.

Grand Haven News [ll], Grand Haven CourjemdGrand Haven Express

In the 1890s Daniel Wachs was Proprietor of Wachs & Wachs Publishers in Grand Haven, which issued
the newspapeiGrand HaverCourierandGrand Haven Express

Charles Breckon éablished a newspaper nam&dand Haven News November, 1894. It appeared
weekly until July of the next year, when tBaily Newswas formed. Both newspapers leaned toward
Republican politics.

MEDICAL FACILITES

In the early years of the 2@entury thee was no central medical facility to serve Northwest Ottawa County.
The first one was the converted home of Captain William Loutit, who built a new residence on the northwest
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corner of Fourth and Washington Streets. Located at 114 South Fifth Stretp#tery frame house
became the areads first hospital in 1919, thanks
Ottawa Leather Company. Hatton named it the Elizabeth Hatton Memorial Hospital in honor of his recently
deceased wife. The Bpital provided 20 beds. The first operation to be performed at the hospital was a
tonsillectomy, and the first baby born there was Elizabeth Vyn Meier, on July 4, 1919. Among the doctors
who staffed the hospital were Bloemendal, Beernink, Long, De YdRygkema, Ver Duin, and Wells.

The structure was demolished to make room for the Presbyterian Church Sunday school.

The first building constructed as a hospital was built in the 1300 block of Sheldon Road in 1939, at a cost
of $76,915. The two and a halbsy brick building had a capacity of 47 beds and a staff of 10 physicians.
The first floor was for medicadurgical patients, and the second floor was for obstetrics, the operating room,
and delivery suite. In 1953 an obstetrics wing was added to thefatbst original building, bringing the

total number of beds to 71. It had substantial additions over the years. In 1970 a-medical wing was

added, and the capacity increased to 77 beds at a cost of $3,200,000. Nine years later a second
remodernizabn cost 1.3 million dollars, and in 1994 a 14 millidallar expansion and remodeling project

was completed. In 1967 voters of Grand Haven, Spring Lake, Robinson, and Crockery, appreyeara 10

tax levy to establish the North Ottawa Community Hospitaiharity. 28 years later residents voted to
change it to a private néor-profit organization. In 2000 construction began on a tktery, $10,000,000
Ambulatory Care Center on the south side of the expanded hospital.

MERLIN

Merlin was the name given @ar #8 of the Grand Rapids, Grand Haven & Muskegon Railway, the electric
railroad that connected those cities and others. It was one of about 20 cars that traveled the tracks several
times daily beginning in February, 1902 and running through 1928, wlénténurban was supplanted by

the automobile. In the succeeding bankruptcy proceedings the cars were sold, and Merlin became a diner
near Whitehall in the early 1930s. The diner failed, and the car was converted to a private home in the same
location. Ove the years, the owners removed most of the original windows, chopped off the sills, and
removed the motormands compartment and added new
storage barn and became a haven for small wild animals.

When the propgy was condemned in early 1990, the Coopersville Historical Society rescued the car from
certain destruction and brought it to the historical museum on a flatbed truck. Over a period of years
volunteers for the Historical Society replaced the sidingand$ pped and repainted ot
[wheel units] were bought and installed, tracks were laid to support the car, and a shelter was built to protect

it from the weather and the curious. The motor man
in, as were bumpers, steps, fender, new roofing at the front and back, and appropriate lettering. The
restoration was guided by period photographs and written sources to ensure accuracy. Volunteer labor and
grants from a variety of sources helped in theuilding. [Adapted from an article written by the
Coopersville Historical Society.]

MICHIGAN

Mi chigan derived its name from the Chippewa words
Al ake country. o Thi s namegeogaphy ¢f the state; wathr Lake Supgriprr o p r i
for its northern boundary, Lakes Erie, St. Clair, and Huron on the east, and Lake Michigan on the west. The
extent of Mi chigan6s domain is 56,809 square mil ¢
Lakes that fall within its boundaries.

Four flags have flown over southwest Michigan: first the yellow emblem of Spain, then 4t@drs of
France [16741760], later the Union Jack of England [176083], and since 1783 the Stars and Stripes.

Large parts bMichigan were under French rule from 1622 to 1763 and under British dominion from 1763
to 1796. It was part of the Northwest Territory from 1796 to 1800, the Indiana Territory from 1800 to 1805,
and the Michigan Territory from 1805 to 1835. It was dexlam state by Congress on January 26, 1837,
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making the 28 star in the American flag. Actually Michigan had itself adopted state government in 1835,
when the first state constitution was ratified and state officers elected.

Lewis Cass, second Governor the Michigan Territory, presented the Great Seal of Michigan to the
convention which framed the first state constitution in 1835. The Latin motto on the seal reads in English,
ilf you seek a pleasant peninsula,Ciloodmapioue] yodu
on t he sealTuebored tnheea nwonrgd si | AEwluribusundnre ® ewldi, 6haing & st
of unity meaning AFrom many, one. 0 The state fl ow
and the robin is regaed as the state bird. Michigan is known as the Wolverine State, even though it is not

the natural home of that animal.

The state capital originally was in Detroit. In 1848 it was moved to a point near the east/west [but not the
north/south] geographic cemt of the state on land arbitrarily chosen for that purpose. This area of
wilderness near the foot of the Grand River was called Michigan from April, 1847 to April, 1848, when the
name was changed to Lansing.

MICHIGAN BUNCH

In 1878 Edward Payson Ferry, t@ungest son of Rev. and Mrs William Ferry, arrived in Park City, Utah,

primarily a mining camp, to begin development of his investment, the Crescent Silver Mine. Ferry
consolidated several silver mines in the area, which were deeply embroiled in laRatkit€ity was about

25 miles east of Salt Lake City. Silver, di scover e
With him were several other local investors: David C. McLaughlin, Dr. R. M. Barrow, J. W. Mason,
Frederick A. Nims [Nimms]Harvey J. Hollister, James M. Barrett, and Lewis H. Withey. The group
became known as the AMi chigan Bunch. 6 His brother
Haven, also joined in the adventure. After McLaughlin, a lawyer, had the land slimey@¥7, Nims, also

an attorney, took title to it by Patent, a govern
had to purchase their homes and businesses from the group. Edward Ferry ran for Mayor in 1882, and
McLaughlin sought the offie two years later, but the unpopularity of the Michigan Bunch led to their

defeat. The town was incorporated by act of the Utah Territorial Legislature in 1882. From its beginnings

until its sale to an outside group in 1902, the Crescent paid its shdmeh®280,000, but E P. Ferry invested

in other silver mines that produced excellent returns. Edward Ferry died in Los Angeles in 1917, about a
month short of his 80birthday. Two of his sons became leading citizens of Park City and Salt Lake City.
One,Edward Stewart Ferry was an influential attorney in Salt Lake City, while his twin brother, William

Mont ague AMonto Ferry, 1 I served as Sal't Lake Ci
Montague Ferry, died in Park City in 1905 at the afj@l. [Adapted from an unpublished manuscript by

Sally Elliott.]

MISSIONARIES

Fat her Coquart was a missionary working out of Ct
minister to the Grand River Indians was Father Gabriel Richard, wheaiin 1799. Later, in 1809, he

publi shed Michigandés first newspaper and was el ec
in 1823. There was a Baptist Mission in Grand Rapids as early as 1823, and not long after that Rev. Leonard
Slaterranams si on there, giving the | ocation its early

arrive in the area, Rev. William M Ferry, came not only to represent the church, but also to settle Grand
Haven and establish a business.

MUSICAL FOUNTAIN

The footof Dewey Hill became the setting for the Grand Haven Musical Fountain, built in 1962 at a lost of
$150,000. the worldbés | argest such attraction, wh
The first full season started the following May.lIBaing different themes each evening, ther@bute

program featured a rainbow color array of aquatic acrobatics pumped through a maze of pipes. It was often
referred to as The BusiGaDFaumtain wagthe\aptration ef Drowilliam Cozgadocal
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dentist and former Mayor of Grand Haven. He had seen a musical fountain in Berlin while serving with the Navy.
He saw the installation of a musical fountain at t
water front. First, Creasdhad to acquire the land for the Fountain. By 1915 Cornelius Van Zanten, a commercial
fisherman, bought the sand dune called Dewey Hill from John Vyn. Van Zanten and others had their fishing
shanties at the base of t h &houssaameadnto pdssessiorZobtinetpreperfys g r
and sold the land to the North Shore Marina when Creason and his friend, Dr. David Seibold, visited him at
Peoples Bank to see about placing the Fountain on the property. Bolthouse was able to buy bad&rtheeland
fountain, along with a rightf-way across the marina property for access to the site. Bolthouse donated the
property to the City of Grand Haven and the fountain was completed with the help of private donations and
public support. Originally theyspose of the fountain was to help clean up the declining waterfront along Harbor
Drive, but it soon drew hundreds of tourists as well as area residents. The sound system, designed and developed
by Richard Hammer, played music synchronized with 124 watee eircuits and 40 lighting circuits. William

Booth, a Grand Haven resident, received a patent for his design of the Musical Fountain.

By 1983 the 2506 by 1006 Fountain represented an i
was RonaldHartsema, former owner of WGHN and a charter member of the Fountain Committee. When
Hartsema | eft, Creasonés son, Kennard, did the nar
son, Paul, and a friend by the name of Matt Hamm, rowedstre river each night during the season to start

the fountain. The Fountainds theme, popllASpaceed si
Odyssey was taken fr om RiThius&pokk Z8athusaAusng thesChrisBad feasonp e r a
12-foot angels and 2ot camels, part of a giant lighted and narrated créche, were accompanied by
appropriate Holiday music. The program was revised for the 2007 season and, due not legal complications,
the creche was discontinued some yeaes.la

By 1983, the fountain itself was approxi mately 30/
than a mile and a half of pipes, some of which w
valves that sent spray as high as 110,faatl consumed more than 4,500 gallons of water for each
performance. The computer software can generate as many as 1.8 million different programs. During the
annual Coast Guard Festival, the fountain plays an important role in the fireworks displaytheniinest

in the Midwest. The program is choreographed with the lighting and lift off of each group of fireworks.

More modications have streamlined the fountain since 1983.

NATIVE AMERICANS
Early Period

Indians have walked the forested lands of Westti@keMichigan for millennia, long before the
Potawatomis, Ottawas, and Ojibwas appeared on the scene. Prior to the arrival of Europeans they made
their homes along the east coast of Lake Michigan and up and down the many rivers that feed it. Here they
hunte d , fished, gat hered wild rice and other produc
fertile land.

However, there were Indians in West Central Michigan The earliest humans in Northwest Ottawa County

were called Paletndians[10,0007,000B.C.], and they were identified by the kind of point, or arrowhead,

they used in hunting. Some of these points were found locally, including one unearthed by Ida Yaggie, in
Section 3 of Olive Township. It was called a Clovis point, named for a site ifviésweo where this style

point was first found. The points were fluted and
Indians used the points to hunt such animals as the mastodon and mammoth, which were moving north with

the disappearance of tgtaciers.

These first inhabitants were nomads, constantly on the move, and their homes were made of sapling poles
covered with bark or skins. Their clothing was made of animal skins, and their tool and weapons were
mostly made of chipped stones. Sldk e | et ons have been found, so it i
customs.
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Following a change in weather, vegetation, and wildlife, came a new tribe of Indians known as the Aqua
Planos[7,0005, 000 B. C] . They di dno6t owhsads morh ia the&Cdhapeof s p o
leaves, known as lanceolate blades. These folks worked the quartzite quarries, using the stone to make their
tools, weapons, and ornaments. The ABlanos were the first people in this area to keep tame dogs.

The Early Woodlad people built mounds over their dead and made pottery. It seems that only important
persons were buried in these mounds. Some were placed in sitting positions, others were wrapped in bundles
and laid in the grave, while a few were cremated. After utengdapons, tools, and powdered red ocher

[iron ore] were put in with the corpses, a great deim@ped mound of earth was built over the graves.

Following the AquéaPlano Indians period the Old Copper Indians [5;800 B.C.] appeared in the Upper
Peninsulaand the Archaic Boreal Indians roamed West Michigan and elsewhere. Evidence indicates that
these Indians stayed here during the Lake Algoma stage and even into the earlier part of Lake Michigan as
we know it today.

Indians who occupied islands in the badé probably used boats or dugouts during this time and perhaps

as long ago as 7,000 B. C. To a people without boats of some kind, large lakes and rivers were natural
barriers. From this point on, i n t he wdrdimportanty of t
as a means of travel, transportation, and location of settlements. The lakes and rivers were well stocked
with many kinds of fish, so fishing was added to hunting as a means of obtaining food.

Some of the Middle Woodland group [100 B&DOA.D.], called Hopewells, spent their summers on the

Lake Michigan shore, protected by the high, wooded dunes. The Hopewells were named after a family in
Ohio on whose farm were found impressive mounds. Just preceding their advent upon the local scene, a
group of Hopewells were living in the lllinois River Valley. Like most Indians they were homads at heart,

so they started wandering northward keeping mostly to river valleys as they went. They followed the
lllinois, then the Kankakee, the St. Joseph, likbly Kalamazoo came next, and then the Grand River,
where they decided to set up a cultural center at the present site of Grand Rapids.

The Hopewell Indians were great mound builders, although not the only ones. For instance, the Archaic
Boreal Indians bt some 30 or 40 mounds at the Grand Rapids site on the west side of the river, the largest
of which was at least 30 feet high and 200 feet in circumference and on the east side of the river two miles
further south 17 mounds, the largest of which is 16tfiggn and 100 feet in diameter. These mound builders
spread out down the river. At the mouth of Sand Creek they built three mounds, at Crockery Creek three
more, at Battle Point one, and at the present site of Ferrysburg there were three. A few ditesa/ent

as far north as the Muskegon River. The method by which most of these mounds were later destroyed was
unfortunate. In most cases farmers who bought the land on which the mounds were located leveled them so
they could plow the ground.

The following article about the mounds near the mouth of Crockery Creek appeared in the 1876 Atlas of
Ottawa County: AOn the premises of Mr. Spoon wer e
recently examined were found to contain, besides a large nwfrdlezletons, a variety of stone and copper
implements and earthen ware vases, some of them elaborately ornamental. Around these Indian mounds

I ndi an bones and relics are often found so near t

Along the Grand Rier these mounds, long since desecrated by relic hunters, yielded mattings and
implements of various description. Each burial plot contained a copper hatchet and copper needles, mute
but strong evidence of the communication they must have had with thercoppntry in Northern
Michigan.

Scrapbooks compiled by early Grand Haven resident Eleanor McNett and stored in Loutit Library, record
that in the mounds at Crockery were found skulls in a position which indicated a sitting posture when
buried, one jar opottery almost intact, a little copper hatchet, and some copper needles. McNett related
that mounds were found at the foot of Franklin Street in Grand Haven, at Battle Point, and at Spoonville.
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A myth has circulated for years that Crockery Creek got itsenfaiom the pottery found in these mounds.
Most historians believe this is not true, but that it is derived instead from the fact that along the banks of
the creek could be found clay that was used by the Indians in making their pottery. Nunica devared its

from the Indian wordnonikg also referring to clay.

Early in the history of Grand Rapids most of the mounds on the east side were leveled in constructing streets
and houses. Charles E. Belknap reportethia Yesterdays of Grand Rapttiat in the 850s some of the
mounds on the west side were used as fill dirt. In the 1870s Captain Wright L. Coffinberry conducted some
excavations. At that time he was said to have found tools, jewelry, implements, and pottery made of stone,
bone, shell, metal, andagl. Many of these artifacts were loaned to the Peabody Museum at Harvard
University, but were not returned.

The earliest Indian groups depended on hunting alone for food; then later they discovered they had another
source found in the lakes and river, naniish, and still later they discovered there were many wild plants
that were edible. The Hopewells raised crops, such as corn, squash, perhaps beans, and probably tobacco.

These Indians looked very much like the Indians who were to follow them in &des.yThe men wore
breechcloths and the women wore wraparound skirts, both of which were made either of animal skin or
woven cloth. Moccasins were worn by both sexes. There was quite a difference in the way they wore their
hair, because the women parte€its in the middle of the top of the head, drew it back above the ears, and
allowed it to flow long in the back, while the men shaved off part of theirs, leaving a forelock in front and
a knot at the back of the head.

The 1 ndians di dniofabrids anwoleed twistmgresd twiting.tThetthinead was usually
made from the soft inner bark of certain trees.

They were great travelers and traded far and wide with other tribes. They got obsidian and grizzly bear teeth
from the Rocky Mountain regionhslls from the Gulf of Mexico, copper, iron ore, and silver from the
Upper Peninsula and even mica sheets from the Atlantic coast. Since they were fond of ornaments, much
of this trade material was used in that way, as well as for tools and weapons.

Their pottery was the best in this area, because it was-d¢legd tempered with limestone, all very
elaborately decorated. It included panpipes, which were made by joining three or four bone or reed tubes,
graduated in length, and held together by bands gfaropr silver, rattles, and drums. The drums were
used during their ceremonies as part of a very elaborate social structure.

During the prehistoric period the Indians developed from a very primitive culture, in which they obtained
food only by hunting withone known instrument, the Clovis point. They went through many stages of
development, climaxing with the Hopewell and later Woodland Indians, when agriculture, pottery, cloth
making, metal and polished tools, weapons, and ornaments reached their kédghedtexcellence in the
history of these people.

European/American Era

Before the Europeans started trickling into West Michigan, the Indians were one people known as the
Anishinaabeg, speakers of thdgonquianfamily of languagesThe Anishinaabeg, often referred to as
Woodlands Indians because of their natural habitat, migrated to the Great Lakes fftlo@astaNorth
America and in the 16th century separated into the Ottawa, OjibwRodanyatomtribes. After separation

the tribes became known as the Thr@ed-Confederacy. Many Ottawas migrated into what is now the
State of Michigan, and between 1642 and 1650 they drove the Sac and Fox Indians out of the area we call
West Central Michigan. At the same time, the French were expanding their control of stoNbah

America, driven not only by a need to expand and protect the lucrative fur trade industry, but also in order
to promulgate Catholicism and, not incidentally, to flex their power. By 1650 all that is now Michigan was
part of a territory called NeWwrance, a French colony that encompassed the entire Great Lakes region and
much of eastern Canada. Wherever the French were found, there was likely to be a church, a fort, and a
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trading post. The French dominated this area, including the Michigan pesinsuial 768, and their long
term presence influenced the history of the state for many years beyond.

Traditonally, the Indians were not static. Intebal warfare, the need to find new hunting and planting

grounds, the change of seasons, all stimulatedinued migration out of the northeast to the west and
south. I n the summer they planted crops in village
or the northern part of the Lower Peninsula, and in the winter they migrated south, tvapyrand fish.

They were adept at making and maneuvering canoes, which gave them a means of transporting supplies
and people long distances, and they could be used for fishing, even in Lake Michigan. When the soil became
depleted at one of their sumnieunts, they found new grounds where they could plant squash, corn, beans,
squash, and other small crops. Surplus harvests were traded with other tribes.

At least two bodies of water, one in northern Michigan and one in northern Wisconsin, were nached Lac
Flambeau by the French, translated as Torch Lake. The name derived from the Indian method of fishing at
night with torch lights and spears. Wherever and however caught, the fish could be dried and salted for later
consumption.

In the 1700s and early 186 the Three Fires Confederacy occupied much of Michigan. The Ottawas
inhabited primarily the land along the east shore of Lake Michigan and along its rivers. By 1740 a series of
Ottawa villages lined Grand River Valley; 40 years later these sites wer tooapproximately 1,200
Ottawas. The Potawatomis by the beginning of the 19th century inhabited the land around the south end of
Lake Michigan and northward into Wisconsin. The Ojibwas populated the northeast quarter of the Lower
Peninsula and most of thipper Peninsula. The three tribes continued to speak mutually intelligible dialects

of Anishnaabemowin, one of the Algonquin languages.

In 1660 a flotilla of 60 large canoes filled with furs entered Quebec harbor. Their arrival symbolized the
growing impatance of the French fur trade in Canada, well established by thd60as. Nearly
simultaneous with the arrival in Michigan of the French voyageurs were the Jesuits priests. Their goal was
to convert the Indians to Catholicism. Among the Jesuits pneassFather Marquetteyho in 1675
traversed both coasts of Lake Michigan in a canoe, trying to introduce Christianity to as many Indians as
possible. There is no evidence he entered Grand River, but he did lead his enimanagg by Muskegon

Lake.

There were several layers of workers in the fur business. At the top were the owners of large enterprises,
such John Jacob Astowho in 1808 organized and operated the American Fur Company. Delivering the
pelts to the companyb6s headquarters on Mackinac
locally important traders such as Charles Langld&lerre Constanind Madam La Frambois&ome fur

traders trapped their own fearing animals, but most obtained them by bartering with the Indians. Others,
known ascoureurs de boiswere not hired by the American Fur Company or other siroilganizations;

they worked on their own and sold their pelts to whomever they could. Another part of the fur trading
hierarchy were thengagésalso referred to as indentured servants.

The Potawatomi, Ottawa, Ojibwa, and other tribes in general actuggorted the French in the war
against the British that began in 1754 and ended nine years later. The Ottawa were prominent in the rising
under Chief Pontiatchat immediately followed the French and Indian War, and when the American
Revolution began in 1775, many Indians took arms against the Americans and continued hostilities until
the Treaty of Greenville in 1795. They again sided with the British during the War of 1812.

An estimated 15,000 Indians from the Three Fires Confedanaapited the Michigan Territory when it

was formed in 1805. Farmers and lumber barons both played a part in leveling the great white pine forest
that once covered most of the state and provided Indians with extensive areas to hunt deer, black bear, and
moose and to plant small crops. As settlers sought more and more land and as the forests disappeared, the
Indians came under increasing pressure to relocate.
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El even treaties between 1795 and 1855 had eignifi
Treaty of Chicago in 1821 and the Treaty of Washington in 1836, were especially important to the
development of West Central Michigan. The Potawatomis in the Treaty of Chicago gave up their lands
south of Grand River, except for a reservation set asid€ief Leopold Pokagonand his band of
Potawatomis, along with a few other similar exceptions. By means of the treaty signed in Washington 15
years later, the Ottawas ceded to the United States nearthitas of their land, mdf it north of Grand

River. In exchange they were promised goods, supplies, cash payments in the form of annuities, and land

at alternate sites that would become known as reservations.

The Civilization Fund Act, passed by Congress in 1819, intendetitate Indians in farming techniques,
reading, writing, and other aspects of American culture. Although the Act had little enduring effect on
Michigan Indians, it did help fund mission schools, such as the ones at Mackinac Island, Grand Rapids, and
Niles. The last of these schools closed in 1857.

Congress, with the support of President JackswhlLewis Casgerritorial governor of Michigan, in 1830

passed the Indian Removal Act, a concept that dated to the e&l9 88 duri ng Thomas J
administration. It was based on the hypothesis that Indians and Whites were incompatible and could not
inhabit the same land at the same time. The only way to save the Indians, so the theory wersenehs t

them to a different land, far from the influence of White people, especially predatory merchants. For
Indians, the concept of removal meant an end to their way of life. It is well known how the Cherokees and

other eastern tribes were deeply affedied r e mov al ; Mi chigands I ndians we
lesser extent. Around 1835 Steven T. Maspake to a joint meeting of the Michigan Territorial Senate

and House of Representatives:

The importance of an immediatetimguishment of the remaining Indian titles [to land] within the peninsula
of Michigan, will readily occur to you. The history of this unfortunate race should excite our sympathies,
and it is but justice to them, that they should be removed to a quadss,whcure from the encroachments

of the whites, they may be left to follow their own pursuits of happiness.

At the very least, Governor Cass and others wanted to ensure that the tribes indigenous to Michigan would
cede their lands to make room for tlaegle and growing influx of White settlers. The 1836 Treaty of
Washington made their wish a reality. When the State of Michigan was created the next year from that
cession, its White population was 174,619, at least ten times the number of Indians ettilnatiedthe

same area. Other treaties followed, mostly in an attempt to correct flaws in earlier treaties. By the time of

the Treaty of 1855 all tribal claims in Michigan had been extinguished. The Bureau of Indian Affairs
considered the concept of trifet e r mi nat edd with the signing of the
in effect until reversed by the Federal government in 1980. Today, a dozen tribes are recognized, including
the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, which traces its heritage amdGRiver. The Grand River Band

of Ottawa Indians, headquartered in Grand Rapids, continues to seek recognition.

On June 28, 1838, a delegation of 24 Indians, including some from the Grand River bands, traveled west to
view the land they were encouragedrtioabit. They did not like what they saw. In order to avoid removal

to unfamiliar environments in the west, some Indians used their annuities to purchase land, some migrated

to Canada, and some simply refused to leave the lands of their birth. In Q8dBerd31 Potawatomis

from Lower Michigan joined a similar number of Potawatomis from northern Indiana and reluctantly
headed toward new homes in Kansas. Major Robert Faasgthis troops led them as far as Peru, lllinois.

From thee the Indians finished the trip aboard steamboats, arriving at their destination at the end of
November. The Ottawas and Oji bwas, for the most p:
Potawatomis who were marched west eventually retumitichigan.

Nationwide, the removal initiative reached its peak around 1853. By then, about 18,000 Indians remained
east of the Mississippi, orthird of them in Michigan. Out of the total Indian population in Michigan, 651
were removed. Most of those wePotawatomis from the southern part of the state, along with a few
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Ojibwas and some Ottawas. By the time of the 1880 Federal Census, there were 7,249 Indians in the state,
about half the number who lived there 75 years earlier.

Indians finally were grantkthe right to vote in 1924, and ten years later the Indian Reorganization Act
allowed the native population to take steps to preserve their culture. In 1953 Congress gave all Indians full
citizenship, making it legal for them to purchase alcoholic beesragd to possess firearms, and mandating
that they be treated as equals in the eyes of American law.

Information about specific Indians whose lives affected the history of West Central Michigan begins rather
sketchily in the mid to late 1700s. By thendilans for more than a century had been trading furs, berries,
beads, and maple sugar in exchange for guns, ammunition, clothing, and whiskey. They encountered the
Spanish, whose flag momentarily flew over Ft. St. Joseph near Niles, but mostly theyadtensc the

French, who dominated the Great Lakes for well over a hundred years. The French were followed by the
British, and last by the Americans, who won their fight for independence from Britain.

The 1836 Census of Chippewa and Ottawa Half Breeddirshextensive count of individual Indians in
Michigan, sometime was called the Mixed Blood Annuity Roll. Prior to that census, there were sporadic
written references to specific Indians, usually chiefs. Explorers, missionaries, and fur tradersdifhakca
written records of their interactions with Potawatomi, Ojibwa, and Ottawa Indians.

Following the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825, increasing numbers of White settlers flooded into west
central Michigan. In 1840, Ottawa County had a populatiord8f\&hite individuals, somewhat less than

the number of Indians in the same area. By 1850 the White population had grown to 5,587 and ten years
later that count had more than doubled and far outhumbered the Indian population. The loss of their forests
to the lumbering industry and of their land to the growing number of farmers, the increasing encroachment
of Indian land by White settlers, unscrupulous merchants [especially purveyors of liquor], and the 1855
Treaty combined to convince most of the Indians thay could survive only by relocating to one of the
reservations. In the summers of 1857 and 1858 approximately 1,300 persons representing 17 Indian Bands
transported themselves from their villages along and near Grand River to Grand Haven. Thest, the fi
summer, they boarded the sidewheé&Mtawaand headed for Pentwater and continued to reservations
located in Elbridge and Crystal Townships in Oceana County and Eden and Custer Townships in Mason
County. Some of the migrating Indians paddled canoes toward their new homes, others walked along the
beach, a few rode ponies. The process was repeated the next year, except the vessel they boarded in Grand
Haven was th€harles Mearsa steamer named for its owner. Another 500 to 600 Indians made the move
that summer. The move also meant that bands titat loved in separate settlements some miles apart now
shared the confines of a single community. Allegiance shifted from band to village, but the Indians
continued to select leaders in their traditional way. The Indians showed determination and ability in
adapting to new circumstances without forsaking their heritage.

A resident of Grand Rapids, Charles E. Belknap, referred to the move in his 1922 book of memories:

When the Indians of this locality [Grand Rapids] were gathered for the west, agents \dese paich a

head and all the worthless whites, Haiéeds, and squaw men, were inflicted upon the pure bloods, who
really made good farmers and higiade citizens. Many Indians of the Grand river valley were put on the
reservation near Pentwater, whicasumuch better that sending them west and many were able to take up
lands under the homestead law.

At the time of their transition, the reservations offered mostly intact, dense forest and unblemished river
waters. The Indians were miles from White settlements, but close to Lake Michigan, inland lakes, rivers,
and streams. For awhile, at least, theyldoove about freely, hunt and fish as needed to feed their families,

and plant corn, beans, squash, and other small crops, although the soil was not as rich as that along Grand
River. Often the Indians shared their produce with neatived Whites, andey taught them how to make

canoes. Soon enough, though, continuing pressure from the newcomers pushed the Native Americans off
their new lands and farther north.
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William Tennant an early White settler in Elbridge Township, Oce&wmunty, recalled the Indian
presence:

Prior to 1869 what is now Elbridge Township, Crystal, Eden and Custer townships were an Indian
reservation. Red men belonging to the Ottawa, Chippewa, and Pottawatomie tribes occupied the land in
common. During the tar part of 1869 and 1870 the federal government gave the Indians patents to the
land. The heads of families received 80 acres each and the single men 40 acres each. As soon as the patents
were received, the Indians started to mortgage and sell, andfamters began to get a footing in the

region. Slowly but surely the Indians have been disappearing. Now there are probably less than two dozen
families in the entire town.

James McClurken, in an article written for the period@eind River Valley Histgr, quoted an Ottawa
woman, Ella Tauneywho recalled the family story of their move:

N Wh e n myrandfatheraand gregrandmother came from Grand Ledge to Grand Haven, they
followed the river. And when they go to Grand Haven, why,(great) grandfather wanted her to ride in

the canoe with him from Grand Haven to (what is now) Pere Marquette Park in Muskegon. But, no, she
woul dnét do it. She wanted to protect my grandpa,
takk our stuff and get in a canoe. So thatds the wa
(Park). He rowed the canoe and their belongings, and mygnaatdmother carried my grandfather on her

back. And we measured one time, we were justentet ed t o see how far that wa

Today, except for a few place names, there is little evidence that Indians once inhabited Grand River Valley.
Most vacated their homes along the rivers and Lake Michigan and moved north, leavimgdoghiheir
footprints.

All Native Americans within the drainage area of the Grand River were known as Grand River Indians. The

Oj i bwas, also known as Chippewas, fdalwWiedy omart eri o
Potawatomies named it Washteng Si bi , whi ch meant Abig riverodo in
Grand Riviere, also meant big river, and that name in its English rendition has endured. The Grand was the
main transportation route for all of the tribes residing along its banks &uthties. The river made a

strong link that bound them together so that many times they acted as a single unit. All the three great tribes,
Ojibwa, Ottawa, and Potawatomie, were represented. Occasionally the local Indians paddled their canoe
fleets down te Grand River, out into the wide expanse of the Big Lake and up its shores to
Michilimackinac, which refers to the area in and around Mackinac Island and Mackinaw City, there to
swear allegiance to changing masters.

The Indians of Ottawa County lived inrfkeahuts, not wigwams or tepees as the Plains Indians did. They
were hunters and fishermen. Their whole industrial and economic life centered on harvesting the wild rice.
Rice swamps were located along the river. Beside rice, game, fish, and waterfoatethats, wild fruits

and berries, seeds, and plant roots. The men wore deerskin shirts, leggings;solddafibccasins.

The Muskotay [Mascouten, or Prairie Indians], the Ojibway, the Sacs, the Fox, and the Potawatomies all
roamed this region prior ttB21. The Ottawas immigrated to this area from Canada between 1642 and 1650

to trap furs for the rapidly growing trade with t
meaning trader. About 1760 the Ottawas drove out the Fox and Sadsnjilandeir bark huts along the

northern bank of Grand River. By that time the Ottawas dominated the area from Grand Haven north to the
Straits. The Potawatomies lived primarily in Northern lllinois and Indiana, but they held Michigan as far

north as the SJoseph River.

To the south of Grand River was the home of the Muskotays, who lived with the Ottawas in peace for many
years. Still further south lived the Potawatomies. Some Potawatomies decided to visit one of the Ottawa
villages. Their goal was to aite trouble between the Ottawas and the Muskotays, since they wanted the
Muskotaysd® hunting ground for their own. While at
nuts, was murdered. The Potawatomies blamed it on the Muskotays. The Ottawaswaatbi¢a joined
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forces and waged a relentless war. The Muskotays fled eastward and made a stand near where lonia is
today. A few escaped the slaughter and joined the Miamis near Sandusky, Ohio. Thus all identity of the
first occupants of Ottawa County wast after the historical period began.

All the Indians in Grand River Valley were engaged on the side of Great Britain, who encouraged the
conflict. However, not all the Potawatomies and Ottawa chiefs were sympathetic to the English. Among
these were Topmbee, the head chief of the Potawatomies, and Pokagon, who was second chief, and
Waukazoo, who was mentioned before as being the head of a tribe of Ottawas at Holland.

Even though the Second Treaty of Paris in 1783 that ended the Revolutionary Wardthilmtgan
territory from Britain to the United States, it w
garrison from Detroit, and it wasnot wuntil the Tr
struggle over British contr@nded forever. The War of 1812 also closed the career and destroyed the power

of the great League of Indians, consisting of the three tribes which had for more than a century exercised

an important influence over the Indians of Michigan.

A series of trea¢s gradually shifted claims to the land from the Native Americans to the United States
Government. The 1821 Treaty of Chicago included all the territory south of the Grand River, and took in
most of the land out of which Ottawa County was formed soutiheoGrand River. Signed at Chicago by

at least two Ojibwa chiefs, it is estimated that 500 or 600 people gathered for the conclave, including women
and children as well as men.

The Chippewas received nothing since they had previously sold their claiis tarith to the other two

tribes. The Ottawas were granted $1,000 a year forever, and $1,500 a year for a blacksmith, teacher, and a
farmer. The Potawatomies were to receive $5,000 a year annually for 20 years and $1,000 for a blacksmith
and a teacher.

After the Treaty of Chicago the Indians received annual payments from the government. Nearly all the
money they received went into the hands of the fur traders.

One of the saddest and most shameful chapters in Michigan history was when the Potawatomiesdere fo

to leave their homes and hunting grounds for new land in the West. In August 1839 the Indians were called

for a council at Notwassippi in St. Joseph County. A speaker by the name of Isaac S. Ketchum addressed

the Indians, describing the land inthesMe whi ch t hey were offering to t
generally the same as here and the prairie also, and an abundance of game, such as deer, otter, muskrat,

mink . . . ,0 which was far from t hedwithrhisspbech. The |1
iYou say the whites want you to remain here. Now
wi || put the question to them and they shall sign
to a large assembly of whB, and all hands went up.

Red Bird, in reply for the I ndians, sai d, fFat her |,
the whites |lifted their hands is they are afraid

Nevertheless more than 300 Indians assembled in Kalamazoo preparatory to their departure for the West.
It was a long procession of broken hearted men, women, and children that began the long journey. The old
and feeble and little children rode in army wagoT he others walked. Soldiers were in charge and herded
them along like cattle. They were taken first to Missouri, then to Kansas, and finally a large number settled
in Oklahoma. Some Potawatomis were allowed to remain in Michigan. Among these wasiltheffthe

Chief Leopold Pokagon.

The 1836 Treaty of Washington covered the land north of Grand River and most of the Upper Peninsula.

In all 12.5 million acres was involved, for which the Indians received 16.8 cents per acre. The Indians were

to be paidb18,000 annually for 20 years, for a total of $360,000. The treaty with the Indians took place at

S|l ater6s Mission, where Grand Rapids is today. Ho
his sonin-law, Mexicinny, along with Rix Robinson, wettt Washington, D. C. for the official signing.
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In 1855 the government signed another agreement with the Indians. This treaty provided that $75,000 be
paid in annual installments of $15,000 each in agricultural implements, carpenter tools, etc., and that
$35,000 be paid in 10 annual installments of $3,500 each to the Grand River Ottawas. Also at this time the
Ottawas and Potawatomies were given the privilege of becoming American citizens, upon renouncing their
tribal relations. Treaty obligations were nwtiformly adhered to by the federal government.

Sometimes the attitude of many of the early pioneers toward the Indians was pleasant, but often it was
considerably less enlightened. For instance, this statement appears litistitiécal and Business
Compewium of Ottawa County, Michiggh1 8 9 2] : Anlt is folly to say tha:
any portion of the great Fatheros heritage- as a |
faced brothers are ready and willing to come in anklenitasupport multitudes, to make the waste places

glad, and the desert to blossom as the rose. The earth was made for man to use, not as a hunting ground for
savages, and they must either adopt the customs of civilization or perish. Such is the hastand |
inflexible | aw, the survival of the fittest. o

Not all the pioneers felt that way. Rev. Ferry, hi
Mary White wrote one of her friends:

AYou wil/ natural ly i dgatejwedadvears of the Indiansj portionsuof thes e ¢ |
Ottawa, Chippewa and Potawatomie tribes being scattered about us. They looked up to Mr. & Mrs. Ferry

as friends and treated us kindly. Notwithstanding it was sometimes startling of an evening taisge pee
through the cracks of an unfinished paantdt onfeatmh e gk

6hungry. 6 They visited us formally on New Years a
Mrs Ferry sometimes had to pick her way dwelians sleeping on her kitchen floor if she found it necessary

to go to her childrends bedroom during the night.
Captain Harry Miller reported: AThe I ndians were

costumes, leggings striped gaily, masins, skirts and blankets. They made baskets of all kinds and shapes,
many ornamented with porcupine quills in native dyes, some beadwork and tanned deerskin. Some times
Chief Motspie was little better dressed than others, but tall, stately and gracefd.y woul d say 6
hungry, wants bread and meat, very cold today, wh

Mary Per Lee described the Indians she found when
the Potawatomie tribe of Indians, with their chief and his son. Martyeof ivere handsomely dressed in

the finest broadcloth embroidered as usual with beads and porcupine quills of various colors. The old chief

had a plate of silver on his breast as large as agiaed breakfast plate, with the figure of a wolf engraved

uponit. They wear a deal of silver about their persons. Some dangle the plates tied to their hair between the
shoulders, others had their coat capes ornamented with pieces as large as a dollar sewed closely together
on the edge. The taentifoeniuSiccandgplayed for assipoa anaiastrumenacbnstructed

by himself a tune of his own composition. To me t

These silver pieces Mrs Per Lee referred to were no doubt imitations of the silver medals given to Indian
chiefs by the different presidents of the United States. Tecumseh and Mexicinay-laan of old
Noonday, each received one.

Rev. Ferry observed that the highest and noblest achievement to which the Indians of Ottawa aspired was
to journey to the Osage compntin Missouri and bring home an Osage scalp. It seems the Osage felt the
same way toward the local Indians. It was a very dangerous journey and would often take six months.

Some of the Native American chiefs from Ottawa County were:
Crockery: Shiawasse&sagenish, and Natawas.

Battle Point: Onamontapay [Old Rock], Magobie [Black Bird, also called Sigganocose], and his son,
Ahmoos, who resided in Ferrysburg from 1834 to 1836, Sophia and William Cobmoosay [Cobmousa], who
also visited the Kirk Park area, Peerewaygeechick, Marheewaw, and Waymegwonce.
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Spring Lake: Pannsigay.

Ferrysburg: Nanommadowba [Sitting Down] and Magobie [Black Bird], also called Sigganocose/Saginaw
Coosco, and his son, Ahmoos, who also lived at Battle Point.

Grand Haven: Motspie and Amraose.

Holland: Wakazoo [Waukazoo] and McSauba [Messaube].

Grand Rapids: Nonoquahezich [Old Noonday], Mexicinny, and Okemos.
OTTAWA COUNTY

Ottawa was organized as a territorial county on March 2, 1831, and five years later it became part of Kent
for judicial purposes. The eastern part of the county was surveyed in 1831, Zeeland, Allendale, Grand
Haven and portions of Olive and Holland Townships were surveyed the next year, and the remaining
territory south of the Grand River was surveyed in 1833.watt&ounty north of the Grand was not
surveyed until 1837 and 1838. On December 31, 1837, Ottawa was organized as a separate county by an
Act of the Michigan Legislature. At that time the county embraced the region as far north as Grand Traverse,
andin184 Sheri ff Griffinds jurisdiction extended to
into two townships Muskego [Muskegon] and Ottawa. However, in the same session Tallmadge Township,
composed of Towns 7 and 8, Range 13, was formed out aiv@t{Towns and Ranges were helpful in
specifying precisely the location of different townships in Michigan. Ottawa County became its present
size when Muskegon County was organized on February 4, 1850. By 1859 Muskegon County had split off
and Ottawa hadssumed its familiar configuration. Ottawa was named for the tribe of Indians long
associated with the land north of Grand River, while the name Muskegon was adapted from the Ottawa
word masquigon, the name given to the major river that flows through tinéyco

The first meeting of the Board of Supervisors for Ottawa County was held at the house of Nathan Throop,
in Grand Haven, April 12, 1838. Erastus Wilcox was chosen chairman of the board and Timothy Eastman
clerk. Others elected were: Clark B. AlbeegReer of Deeds; Edmund H. Badger, Judge of Probate; Henry
Pennoyer, Sheriff; supervisors were Timothy Eastman, Tallmadge; William Hathaway, Ottawa; and Erastus
Wilcox, Muskegon. The first and only order of business was to select a county seat. The Bo®ard w

adjourned after passing the |l one motion At hat the
Haven until further ordered. o
The Boardé6és first resolution was challenged from t

adopta a statute that the state government should appoint three disinterested persons to select a site for the
seat of Ottawa County. They received $3 a day for their work. In 1840 the County Commissioners, as the
Board was called between 1838 and 1841, chaaedlf City as the seat. Warren City had been platted in

1837 and was located on the Grand River west of the mouth of the Bass River in Robinson Township. The
only thing located there in 1840 was a log house or two. It was destined to become nothingamare th
ipaper city, o |ike several others in the county.
for Warren City and substantial profits for the eastern investors. However, the official business of the county
continued to be conducted irdhd Haven.

The whole issue remained somewhat dormant for the next ten years. Then in the 1850s it began heating up
again. Timothy Eastman platted Scranton [Eastmanville] on November 4, 1855. Ottawa Centre was
recorded on November 9, 1855. River trafficsimisk and established river towns between Grand Haven

and Grand Rapids, such as Eastmanville, enjoyed brisk business. Most commerce in and out of the county
and the State moved by water. The advent of the railroad changed the way people and freight were
transported. Eastman recognized the coming change
position by platting it into a village and changing the name to Eastmanville.

At the January 8, 1856 meeting of the County Supervisors the issue afigateticounty seat outside of
Grand Haven again was on the agenda. Ottawa Centr

127



prime contenders, with Ottawa Centre having a slight lead because of its geographical location. A vote was
taken at the Oct@y meeting and Ottawa Centre was chosen with eleven votes; Eastmanville received two
votes and Grand Haven three. Still that vote did not end the matter, and the debate continued. Timothy
Eastman put up 20 acres, appropriate buildings, and a cash a®ar8@d. Ottawa Centre offered $1,000

and a section of land. By now the debate had attracted other contenders. White River offered five acres and
$2, 000, and an offer of 80 acres fAto be divided a
moved b Georgetown Township.

The lobbying for different interests must have been intense. Another vote taken in October, 1856 reversed
the first ballot and gave it to Eastmanville. Nevertheless, county business continued to be conducted in
Grand Haven. In Janugrl857 Eastmanville and Ottawa Centre each made very liberal offers, while Grand
Haven came forth with a plot of ground set aside for county buildings; the jail already was there. In addition,
Ferry and Sons, Clark Albee, and others pledged $15,000ef@réction of county buildings. The board,

by a twethirds vote, decided to move the seat to Eastmanville.

Political heat continued to be applied to the supervisors, so the question was put to the voters at the 1857
spring election. Since every little \alje had hopes for itself, mutual jealousy brought a majority of 1,158
opposed to the removal from Grand Haven. Grand Haven built a courthouse, a wooden structure that served
as the center of county functions until a majestic edifice replaced it in 1883whble scenario was
repeated in 1858, but this time the supervisors voted to switch the county seat from Eastmanville to Ottawa
Centre. The electorate at the October general election again rejected the question.

For the next six years the subject lay dant Then, in 1864, the Board of Supervisors once more addressed
the issue, this time proposing that the seat be moved from Grand Haven to an unsettled section in Allendale
Township. Ottawa County had assumed its present day boundaries in 1859, so #nisthesattempt to

locate the seat near the geographic center of the county. And again the people rejected it. Salaries in the
year 1876 for the county clerk were $800; treasurer, $1,200; and judge of probate, $1,000.

[Thanks to Dr. David Seibold for higsearch on the subject of the county seat.]

PAPER CITIES

Financial speculation in the 1830s |l ed to the deve
of these developments attracted a few people, such as Port Sheldon, and endured Bthgearike
Charleston, Ottawa, Ottawa Centre, and Warren Cit

1830s. They were called paper cities because they existed, primarily, on paper only. Plat maps, designed to
attract settlers, showed domeof building sites, commercial centers, parks, schools, and churches. In
reality, no improvements were made and anyone trying to settle there was more likely to find thick woods
and marshy land instead.

PARKS

The Michigan State Legislature in 1913 setHighway Commissions for the counties. Each Commission

al so was charged with acting as ficounty park trus
and twelve years later the Commission acquired North Beach Park, in Ferrysburg. In 1957 thes@omm

weighed the possibility of expanding the number of parks. With that goal in mind, two years later it hired
Richard Smallegan of Holland as the first Park Superintendent. He served until 1989. Under his leadership,

the Commission designated five n@ounty parks. In 1987 the County Commissioners created a Parks and
Recreation Commission. John Scholtz of Grand Haven succeeded Smallenburg as Superintendent.

Central Park [Grand Haven]

The block surrounded by Washington, Col umbus, Fou
munici pal cemetery in the citydés early years. In 1
the bodies, consiidcernierce stshd yadtoi cmfaegiupuldl t he heal

the dead were relocated to the more remote Lake Forest Cemetery. Through the efforts of the City Park Board,
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the Grand Haven Womendés Club, and pglahted, atavalkiveys CI ub,
paved. The first fountain in the center of the par
store for $42.40 in 1901. It was replaced some years later by a fountain that originally graced the grounds of

S h el d ognedcsSprivigs [231 Washington]. Willard Sheldon placed the fountain at his new home at 321
Washington in 1890, and at some later date it was moved to Central Park.

Deer Park

Two-acre Deer Park in Polkton Township opened in 1959. It was the fourth packtéddo public use in
Ottawa County. The Park is located at the confluence of Deer Creek and Grand River [Section 11, Polkton
Township].

Duncan Park

Martha Duncan, widow of Robert Duncan, deeded to the people of Grand Haven 50 forested acres in 1913
with the restriction that the property remain in its natural state for the benefit of the community. It was
known thereafter as Duncan Park. The original stone gateways at the Sheldon Street entrance were financed
by the Grand Haven Wopng hakescon@dctoriChaantydBlakesige.l The pitlays S
were rebuilt about 2006. Robert Duncan, who presided over the Board of County Supervisors and was
Mayor of Grand Haven from 1868 to 1869, arrived here in 1851 and opened a law practice.

Grand Haven StatePark [The Oval]
See Resorts.
Grand River Greenway

In 1995 the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission convened a public meeting to discuss the
establishment of a greenway along Grand River. By early 2008 a total of 839 acres had been set aside for
the Greenway.

[William] Hatton Park

Before the Pere Marquette and Chesapeake and Ohio Train Station at Jackson and Fourth streets was closed
to passenger service, William Hatton received permission from the railroads to allow city use of the
adjoining parkThe city later named the property William Hatton Park, typically referred to as Hatton Park.

In 1988, when the Chapel of Christ tried to purchase the Hatton Park property from the C&O Railroad,
neighborhood residents Fran and Herb Hierholzer contactediedéholds in the vicinity and 478 a petition

to keep the park. The land, leased to the city by the railroad for a token fee, has been maintained as a small

park for decades. William Hattonds daught ¢he, Ol i v
park and ensure its continuation.

Kirk Park

Kirk Park, a 68acre site on the shore of Lake Michigan, once was the site of a Boy Scout camp [see Camp
Shawandosee] . Before that 6 -acrefarm&KskParlg sittatedbih SeBat r i c k

33 of Grand Haven Township, was named for Harry Kirk, a Grand Haven resident who helped bring the
Boy Scout movement to the area. Kirk Park, which has 1,850 feet of lake frontage, opened in 1973.

Kitchel-Lindquist Dunes

In 1971 Gerald and Connie Lindqusth d Har ol d Hartger donated 60 acre
North Shore to the Nature Consevancy. The Lindquists had purchased 50 acres in 1968 from Sandy Shores
Development Company, land that had been plattedsabdivision. Hartger owned 20 acres in the same

area and owned a summer home at 19627 North Shore Road. The Nature Conservancy turned the acreage
over to Central Michigan University for environmental studies, but the land later reverted to the Nature
Consevancy. In 1987 the City of Ferrysburg took over management of the property, even though it was
within Grand Havendés city | imits. I n 1974 the Nat
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adjacent land that had been designated by Drs. JohiMangd Kitchel in 1967 as a nature preserve.
Additional duneland was acquired from the MHReenders Construction Companyripune article,
A Ki t-landgmist Dunescd ounder dies, 0 April 24, 2017.]

North Beach Park/North Shore Park/North Shore County Rark

Originally the site of the Cabana Colony Club, developed by Harold Worm [Warm] in 1931 sold this seven

acre lake front property in 1941. It was dedicated on July 4 as North Beach Park that year. The County
Road Commission, then in charge of parks,dditon to buying the property, spent $7,854 for a large

gravel parking lot, restrooms, concessibpmt hhouse, and a 406 x 606 pavili
Park, located in Section 18 of Spring Lake Township, now includes 745 feet of Lake Mishagatine.

Pigeon Creek Park

Pigeon Creek Park was established in recent years with 282 acres adjacent teatre I&funty Open
Space area. The Park is located off Stanton Street betweBrad@@ 26 Avenues [Section 3 of Olive
Township].

Potawatomie [Pottawattomie] Park

Established and managed by Grand Haven Township, Potawatomie Park consisted of 21 acres on
Potawatomie Bayou. Once the location of Camp Cheboygan and later usedHasaang, the lath was
donated to the Township in 1989. Its entrance is off Comstock in Section 35 of Grand Haven Township.

Riverside Park

Established in 1959 by the Ottawa County Road Commission, Riverside Park was located at the end of
North Cedar Drive in Robinson Towhmip [Section 35]. It was the third park established by the County.
Formerly the site of a gravel mining site, the park consisted of 64 acres stretching more than 1,000 feet
along the Grand River.

Rix Robinson Park

Rix RobinsorPark, located on the Grandver at the southeast end of the-BEBbridge, is named for
Grand Havenos -founder. Themparkg it in 2967do 1868 by the Grand Haven Jaycees, is
a favorte fishng spot for some.

Rosy Mound Natural Area

Rosy Mound Natural Area opened inp2004, offering restrooms, a hiking trail from the paved parking

area to the Lake Michigan beach that measures nearlydhesters of a mile, and access to a classic Great
Lakes dune system featuring towering wooded dunes, foredunes, a dune hod@nyide, undeveloped

beach. Access to the Park is off Lakeshore Drive, just south of Rosy Mound School. Early Grand Haven
settlers gave Rosy Mound its name because of the wild roses that covered its sandy surface. The Natural
Area, situated in Sectiond Grand Haven Township, covers 164 acres.

Tunnel Park

The first |l and acquired by the County for recreat.
Park Township. The area became known as Tunnel Park because of the pedestrian tunnegjlsuhéro

dune. The 22acre park was under the jurisdiction of the County Road Commission, which in 1913 was
designated Acounty park trustee. 0 The Getz farm w

PASSENGER PIGEONS

The last of the passenger pigeons died in a zo@14.Memorials of the Grand River Vallgwritten in

1877 by Franklin Everett, contained an account of these lgirBlsa r t of Olive Townshi p,
is one of the great O6Pigeon Roostsd of ndduntdehsi gan.
millions occupying the same region in the breeding season. Their numbers at these roosts defy competition;
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loading the trees with their nests, darkening the air in flight, and drowning all other sounds in the confused
din of the coming and gognflocks. Their feeding grounds may be 100 miles away. At all times, day and
night, flocks are going and coming, the size of which staggers belief. About 1870 the writer was in Grand
Haven and witnessed the return of a flock. It could not have beendeskdf miles in length, a continued,
uninterrupted stream of life, which was two to two and-leak hours in passing.

ARnThe feeding of pigeons is systematic. A flock al
the little space around @&nd having exhausted it, flies forward, alights just in front. At first sight all would

appear to be on the wing, so constant is the rising and alighting in advance. There is nothing left when they
have done their work.

AThe kil l i ng o fextgnsivgleusiness in®lve. Thieyear sentdoycarload to New York and

other places.

ARnThe pigeon is a queer Dbird. It hatches on brood
ones to hatch. This is kept up the whole summer . 0
ilt i s lhiazred tthoatr esso many coul d become so few and t

The pigeons became a desirable entrée in the last half of freedfiry, and they were shot and shipped
from the area by the barrelful. By 1900 they were extinct.

PEST HOUSE

T he ar e adcalfadility operied im1919, when William Hatton purchased the residence of Captain
William Loutit at 114 South Fifth Street in Grand Haven and named it the Elizabeth Hatton Memorial
Hospital in memory of his wife. Prior to that, physicians treated Ipeaptheir homes, or the ill had to

travel to Grand Rapids or elsewhere for hospital services. However, Grand Haven had a Pest House, where
people with dreaded communicable diseases could be isolated as they tried to recuperate. The House was
located in lhe vicinity of Wisconsin Street, approximately midway between Taylor and Ottawa, which in

the 19" century would have been considered far removed from the city. Appropriately, there was a cemetery
nearby. While adding a wing to North Ottawa Community Haspn 1980, workers unearthed two
tombstones from that cemetery. The markers were for the Jeltze Bakker family, including the father, mother,
and two children, all of whom had died of smallpox.

PIERS, LIGHTHOUSE, AND FOG HORN HOUSE
South pier chronology

1838Congress was petitioned for a single pier and pier light to be erected at the mouth of the Grand River;
U.S. Government purchased ALighthouse Acreo from

1839T he first feder al | i ght hous esouthcsiad of teedivefiuGderahe d Ri v
bluff facing Harbor Drive. Nehemiah Merritt was the first lighthouse keeper.

1849ANn engineerds map, dated 1849, showed an outl in

1852 A severe storm on December 17 washed out fana the northwest corner of the residence of the
original lighthouse. A second storm shortly afterward demolished the structure.

1855The 1839 light was replaced by a new lighthouse, a square, stone structure with tower and light 150
feet above lake levelut on top of the bluff, above the previous structure. Thep2@dd, revolving light,

which could be seen 25 miles out, flashed every one and a half minutes; it had a FrerardeixXtnesnel

glass lens that cost $4,000. The light was alternatelyduslesperm whale oil, kerosene, acetylene, and
electricity. The keeperods residence was included

1856A revolving light replaced the clockwork mechanism in the lighthouse.
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1857 A 1441-foot revetment was built along the south bank of@mand River as early as 1857, using
primarily wood, concrete, and stone fill.

1859A French lens light was installed in new lighthouse building; it could be seen 40 miles. The south pier
was extended 396 feet

1864A plat map of Grand Haven shows the squitht in place with an auxiliary light at the far end.

1866An engineer 6s map of Gr and Hhebudng dndlatdr extensiomc | ud e
of the south and north piers interrupted the natural migration of sand on both sides of thefrttwaith o

channel and formed the expansive beach we enjoy today on the south side of the pier. Prior to the
construction of the south pier Lake Michigands wa\
Drive now is located. Without the south pitrere would be no state park as we know it.

1868An artistds birdés eye view of Grand Haven pl a
l ight house and keeperds residence on the bl uff.

1871 A newspaper clipping from Octobet983 quoted Coast Guard Ensign Jim Morrison that a wood
frame outer pier lighthouse was built on a massive concrete foundation.

18711875The fog horn house was constructed at what was then the end of the south pier within this time
period. At about thigime a wooden catwalk was constructed so crews could reach the building and
lighthouse during stormy conditions.

1874Work was completed ona 1,8880 o t revet ment on the north bank o
conception of a rdridadasveryshowwswa odt rGuat ure on the
l eading to it. The 1855 | ighthouse and keeper o6s ¢
pier is depicted.

1881 Apier light on the south pier was erected 60 feet aboverdevel; this steady bright light, called a
beacon light, was visible eight to ten miles; on the north pier there was a private light of a steady red color
on a cross pole visible for two miles.

1883Construction of the south pier continued, as it waffaand on for years; ultimately its length would
be 1,151 feet. Large timber boxes were built, the
stones were placed. [October, 198%une]

1887The south pier was extended another 1,000 feet.
1893South pier was completed with the additional extension of 119 feet.

1895The 1855 light was discontinued and replaced by a structure at the outer end of the south pier tower
with an automatic fog signal. The south pier was extended 100 feet arattthpiar 50 feet.

1905Because the pier had been extended several times, at some point the fog signal building was moved
to the west end. This frame building was rectangular in shape. Long, wooden planks were nailed on the pier
as a cap, giving it a boasdlk look. The beacon at the end of the pier was razed, and American Bridge
Company fabricated and erected a steel plated conical light tower in its place. It was 39 feet tall from base
to parapet and 51 feet tall overall; the originfloéder Fresnel les was replaced with plastic. The tower
remains in place today.

1907The new lighthouse was moved back 600 feet to its present position.

1910The old lighthouse atop the bluff was torn down, and its masonry walls were incorporated into a two
story, 13roomhouse in which the lighthouse keepers and their families lived.

1921Planks were removed from the pier and large blocks of concrete were laid over the stone to form the
current superstructure. The pole that supports the flasher on the north plerilivds year.
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1922 A cast iron catwalk was installed to replace the earlienvatid construction. The fog horn house
was moved to the end of the pier and sheathed with corrugated iron to prevent deterioration. The north pier
was capped with concrete.

1939The keeperds house on the bl uff was vacated, S C
building. It remains in use as an apartment complex today.

1954Major repairs included 900 tons of steel piling set against both sides of the giplaizerthe rotting
timbers.

1956The keeper 6s house on the Dbluff was sol d.
1983Major structural repairs included weatherproofing and a $30,000 roof on the fog horn house.
19880n November 25 the catwalk lights were turned on for the first time.

20162017While the pier was being strengthened and rebuilt, the catwalk was dismantelled, moved, stored,
refurbished, and returned to the pier.

North pier chronology
1849ANn engi neerds map, dated 1849, showed an outl in
1866An engi neer 6s map of Grand Haven harbor include

1874An artistodéds birdés eye view of Grand Haven sho
River with no towers or other structures.

1894The north pier was extended a final 811 feet
1897The north pier was completed [October, 198Bune]
Miscellaneous Items

Switches in the stone house on the bluff at one time controlled the foghorn and the light on the south pier.
Later the pier beacon was maintained by the Coast Guard Aidéav@ation team. It activated
automatically at night, while a $12,000 electronic fog sensor controlled the fog8bron[cle July 29,

1987].

Technical data

The north pier light flashes every four seconds.

The harbor is 400 feet wide between piers.

No ore has lived in the pier house since at least 1933.

The light on the cylindrical tower rotates red for 29 seconds and then flashes more intense red for one
second, and can be seen 14 miles.

The south pier entrance light is fixed red and can be seen upriibes0

The Coast Guard maintains the two south lighthouses, the flasher on the north pier, and the foghorn.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers supervises the navigational structure.

[Leon Howell, 9" District Coast Guard Group, Muskegon.]

Lighthouse Keepers

Nehemiah Merritt, 1839847 [first keeper]
William Haucland, 18471849

George Torrey, 1849853

Peter vanden Berg, 188858
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Harm Miller (apparently a short term)
Jedidiah Gray, 1858861

J. Belger, 1861

Harry Miller, 18611875

Harry Smith, 18751883

Emmanuel Davidson, 188300

Frank Fraga, 1900911

Joseph Kilgore, 1911920

Rolla John Paris, 1920922 [Acting Keeper]
Charles Bavry, 1922926

Nels Engberg, 1926939 [the last keeper]

Some information is missing or incompleteis possible that Harm Miller and Harry Miller are the same
person, especially given the short time span between known keepers. No details were uncovered about Mr
Belger.

PLANE CRASH

The areads only recorded airplane crash occurred
passenger, Claude Gildernoos, flew from Muskegon
house at 8 Clinton StreetyotBwarmtome Amornegltl lbev @t h
at 8 Clinton were the owners, Henry and Henrietta Abbinga and their son, Abel. The family joined other
spectators who were watching the plane as it circled overhead and then, at 6:30 p.m., crashed through the
roof of the Abbinga home. The pilot said engine problems caused the accident, but the audience disputed

the claim. Fortunately pilot and passenger walked out the front door of the house, uninjured. Mrs Abbinga,

who was 80 years old, needed a sedative to calnslaken nerves. The kitchen and dining room of the

house were crushed, as were most of the furnishings in those rooms. Over 50 years later, when the house
was being remodeled, a piece of the wing strut was found in the rafters.

POLICE DEPARTMENTS
City of Grand Haven

Grand Havents first City Charter was adopted in 1
el ected Marshall and four elected constables, one
was the first Town Marshal. Uniforsncame about as a result of the Chicago Columbian Exposition, and

the large number of travelers coming through Grand Haven at that time to board the Goodrich steamer and
sail to Chicago. 1892 Arend Jan Klaver became the first uniformed policeman andadad tiee law
enforcement department. From 1892 on police officers were dressed in uniforms to improve the image of

the town.

A new City charter was adopted September 1, 1914 that retained election of constables and justices of the
peace in the same manraex prescribed by the 1867 charter. However, the new charter did away with the
election of a Town Marshall and replaced it with the appointment of a Chief of Police. In 1913 the Common
Council [City Council] named Anthony Pippel as Police Chief and FiiefCh dual role he held until he
resigned for health reasons in 1931. Under his leadership, the Police Department purchased its first
motorized vehicle, a converted touring car.

On May 15 1932 Lawrence DeWitt was appointed Grand Haven Police Chief aretisa that position
until his retirement on March 1, 1955. Richard Klempel succeeded DeWitt and remained Chief until retiring
in 1984.

From 1878 to 1936 the police station was in the City Hall on the southwest corner of Washington and Fifth
Streets. Thé&ire Department also was located there. In 1937 both departments moved into a new $67,169
policefire building at 18 North Fifth Street.
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In 1974 the police department had a roster of 22 men and women. The next year the police and fire
departments moved iminew facilities on the east side of City Hall, where they are located today.

City of Ferrysburg

The Ferrysburg Police Department was organized shortly after the city was founded in 1963. The police
station was originally located in the Ferrysburg FirenBavhich also functioned as the City Hall until the
administrative offices were moved into the facility at 408 Fifth Street in Ferrysburg. William Kaufman was
Ferrysburg Police Chief when the Ferrysburg and Spring Lake police departments merged im tt@89. |
merger Spring Lake was designated operations headquarters and Kaufman served as Chief of the combined
forces.

Spring Lake Village and Township

The first Spring Lake police force was a constabulary system consisting of a Marshall and a varying number
of constables. In 1941 John Cassock was Marshall, while there were four constables: William Robinson,
Oral Vaughan, William Wagner, and John Griddle. After WW II, Spring Lake established a Police
Department. The first Chief was Richard Levingstone, wheeseuntil December 31, 1964. In the early
years Levingstoneds office was | ocated at 216 Pr
eventually it was moved to the Village Hall at 102 West Savidge. He was replaced by Leon Langeland
when the Villge officially set up its own Police Department on January 1, 1965. Langeland had served in
various capacities with the Grand Haven Police Department and the Ottawa County Sheriffs Department
from 1957 until he became Chief of the Spring Lake Police Depattrhangeland stepped down as Chief

of Police of the Spring Lake and Ferrysburg Police Department on July 10, 1993 after serving for 28 years.
His position was filled by William Kaufman, who had been Police Chief of Ferrysburg before the two
forces mergedéh 1989. Kaufman was Chief of Police of the Spring Lake/Ferrysburg Police Department in
1997. The police station headquarters remained in Spring Lake Village Hall.

[Much of the police department information was adapted from an unpublished article by Hafmer.]
POOR FARM

Ottawa County in early 1866 purchased from Daniel Realey [Really/Realy] 123 acres in Section 4 of
Polkton Township for $6,000 and bought additional acreage in subsequent years. The property, which
included frontage on the Gramtli ver and a few buildings, was to b
resident, John Atwell, was admitted on March 21, 1866.

The | and originally was settled jointly by Captai
the land in 1837 from thefleral government. Captain Miller was a wealbwn lake captain, and Realey

was a local farmein 1842 Realy built a large, permanent tstory home, which also served as an inn for

people traveling between Grand Rapids and Grand Haven. It was calldétidiWay House Realey

obtained sole title to the land on May 1, 1851. After he sold the farm to the county, he bought some land
from Timothy Eastman, who owned acreage in the area. A school later was built across the road from his
new property.

In 1874 thePoor Farm requested $400 to get an adequate water supply. In 1880 the buildings on the Poor
Farm consisted of one barn, 34 x 60 feet, one horse barn, 24 x 30 feet, and an old dwelling. In 1886 $9,000
was raised to construct a new thetery brick buildirg, constructed similar to the plan of the Allegan
County Home. The architect and superintendent of construction was George Bennett of Allegan.

In the late 1890s a hill top cemetery, about a quarter of a mile from the main building, became the burial

site for deceased residents. The last burial occurred in the late 1930s or early 1940s. Around 50 Poor Farm
residents were interred there. In 2010 a citizens
loss of gravestones.

In 1928 an Infirmary buding was added, separate from the main building. In 1936 a tubular fire escape
was put on. In 1929 the large barn burned, but no stock was lost. The barn soon was replaced by the structure
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still standing. About the same time a smoke house was made fantages out of the old icehouse. The
infirmary was razed in 1997.

Gradually a variety of modern conveniences were put into use at the farm, such as running water, a septic
system, electricity, and bottled gas for cooking and baking. The storage spatelatded a room for

freezing. At the barn was found a milking machine and oth¢odate machinery. The front of the main

building was improved by enclosing the porch with glass. In later years the Infirmary could house 60 to 65
without the use of the itd floor. In 1977 a 6ed Adult Foster Care Home was built and called
ACommunity Haven. o0 It was intended to house the 1
2000. Attempts to privatize Community Haven failed.

In the early days of the farnoe trouble was experienced with the keepers. In 1880 an investigation was

called when it was found that a whip had been used to punish the inmates. Another investigation was held

in 1885. In their 1898listory and Business Compendiugditors Pottsand@og e r  wr ot dausefi The p
keeper is hired from year to year on a net salary of $460 to $600, depending upon the experience and
adaptation to the difficult duties of the position. The last keeper filled out 10 years of service Bofthe 9
Marchlastand or t he most of the time received the highe

Around 1890 Eastmanville resident Albert H. Winchell was Keeper. On November 1, 1950, Louis Peck
retired from the position of Keeper after serving 41 years and nine months. He dedicated hislifiecio th

and women of the institution and the county felt grateful to him for his unselfish life. During his tenure,

Mr. Peck witnessed many changes in the physical layout of the institution, amenities, and the resident
population. A later Keeper was Harry dihas Modderman, whose wife, Doris, became matron. Tom
Modder man was farm manager for eight years before
in 1977. From 1978 to 1994 the farm became a site for prisoners on work release. The faeititdalas

completely around the year 2000.

In the mid1990s the 22@cre property was valued at $1.3 million. Eventually the County Farm buildings
were razed, except for the barn. The county converted it to a park with horseback trails.

The Poor Farm wasiown at different times as the Infirmary and, in its later years, as Community Haven.
POPULATION SUMMARY

See Table in Appendix.

PORCUPINE [United States warship]

In 1934, theGrand Haven Tribune e por t ed, MfABuri ed deep i ndHaee sands
prodding a fringe of her waterlogged and jagged hull above the abnormally low waters, lies all that remains

of t he schooner, USS Porcupine, one of Commodor e
The 83ton, two masted schooner svhuilt in Rhode Island and launched on April 15, 1813. It was 60 feet

long, with a 1# oot beam. The shipbdbs | og rPercupinedieddr the h at or
command of Midshipman George Senat [Senate], destroyed the British @bggaéwa The craft saw

other action and also served as a hospital ship in the war. When the hostilitiedPemdegineserved as

a boundary survey vessel until 1818. It next saw service as a revenue cutter until 1830, when the upper
works were stripped and the get was refitted at Detroit. Renam€adroling, it served as a commercial

vessel and sailed to Grand Haven, with Harry Miller as Captain, with Rev. Ferry as owner. About 1855 the
vessel was intentionally beached at the edge of Spring Lake, near Ferrgsblangd owned by Thomas

Ferry, then United States Senatdrilpune September 16, 1934 and correspondence from Lou Corsiglia.]

PRE-EMPTION

Before land was surveyed, investors and settlers could bugnmpdons from the federal government to
ensurethepuc haser had the firight of first refusal , o on
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